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| excellence, sure But it's
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cellence, both real and per

cetved. This year's election

provides an interesting study
By Poul White
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Jreams fame, a
icholarship fund as a legacy.
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On the rise: After a 21-10 season
with a 3.58 ERA, Jose Lima is camb-
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swinging a song

Country music star Garth
Brooks wanis another go.
Brooks, who attended
spring training with the Pa-
dres last year, is 100King to

participate with another
club this year. He has men-
tioned the Phillies, Braves
and Yankees as possibilities.

Brooks' Touch "em All
Foundation raised $1.8 mil-
lion in its first year, thanks
to donations from 67 base-
ball players, including Kev-
in Brown, Tony Gwynn,
Robin Ventura, Larry
Walker and Andy Ashby.
The money is contributed
by players based on their
home runs, stolen bases or
strikeouts.

Brooks, 37, spent six
weeks with the Padres last
year after first working out
with them in 1998. He left
in April on a high note, get-
ting his first RBI in 22
spring training at-bats.

inside

By Deron Snyder |

Bowden: He’s here all the week

Cincinnati Reds general manager Jim Bowden couldn’t
resist. In accepting his award from the Boston baseball
writers as executive of the year, Bowden noted how classy
a move he thought Pedro Martinez had made in 1997,
when he gave his NL Cy Young award to his hero and fel-
low countryman Juan Marichal.

Said Bowden: “After giving it a lot of thought, I've decid-
ed Pat Gillick of the Seattle Mariners deserves this award
— as long as he trades me Ken Griffey Jr. by Opening
Day.”
Meanwhile, Martinez was surprised at the dinner by the
presenter of his 1999 AL Cy Young Award — his older
brother Ramon Martinez. Pedro Martinez was deferen-
tial. “Even though I was the one who won the trophy, that
trophy has more of you than me in it,” he said. “You
taught me how to pitch and you were always trying to mo-
tivate me — you are more that trophy than I am.”

Thirty days until garbage men
report for spring training

1f the Indians’ spring training camp smells a bit
this year, there's a good reason for it.

Thousands of gallons of raw sewage flooded prac-
tice fields last month at the site in Winter Haven, Fla.
An electrical failure in a lift station that was moving
sewage to a treatment plant caused the accident in
Chain of Lakes Park. The main field, where the Indi-
ans play their Grapefruit League exhibition games,

Super ag

for a dreaﬁr

“Barry cont

‘e
By Elise Amendola, AP

Dedicated: Pedro Martinez, right, looks up
to his big brother Ramon.

This story is getting Boras

The adage about the rich getting richer isn't restricted
to baseball teams. It happens among agents as well.
ent Scott Boras, who represents stars such as
Greg Maddux, Alex Rodriguez, Kevin Brown and Ber-
nie Williams, has landed another whopper on his client
list — San Francisco’s Barry Bonds.
acted us in late October and told us he was
considering a change,” Boras said. The Beverly Hills
Sports Council represented Bonds previously. “We had a
couple of discussions and he decided to retain us.”

The Olympic dream is
still more than a cliché for
some athletes. 3

Spurning opportunities to
make much more money in:
the major leagues, free :
agent Dave Nilsson signed |
a one-year contract to join |
Japan’s Chunichi Dragons,
clearing the way for the All-
Star catcher to play for his
native Australia in the up-
coming Sydney Olympics.

“This is a dream come
true for me. This is what I

wanted,” Nilsson said after
agreeing to terms in Sydney.
Nilsson, who made nearly
$5.7 million last season in
Milwaukee, will get a salary
of about $2 million in 2000
and become a free agent af-
ter the season. Nilsson said
all along he wanted to play
in the Summer Games,
which start in September.

But no agents. ..

You could have had a
pretty interesting sports
chat if you were among the
25 people trapped in an ele-
vator after a recent War-
riors-Kings NBA game at
the Oakland arena.

Giants manager Dusty
Baker, Warriors vice presi-
dent Al Attles and former
49ers Keena Turner and
Eric Wright were among
those stuck between the

| wasn't damaged, but several fields outside the main

i stadium had to be pumped out.

! The fields were covered by a lime-
powdered disinfectant.

suite level and ground level

for about an hour.
Firefighters arrived only

after the group was freed.

Boras isn't sure whether Bonds wants to negotiate an
extension with the Giants before he becomes eligible for
free agency after the 2001 season. Bonds is entering the
second year of a $30.7 million, three-year contract.

By Beth A, Keiser, AP

Great Scott: Barry
Bonds switches.

Modern-day Miller’s Tale: The Mets’ Jones gang

In 1962 the Mets set a major league record the name of Ken Griffey.
when they had pitchers named Bob G. Miller and  The Joneses started against each other last X
Bob L. Miller. Thirty-eight years later, they've be- May 11, becoming the first starting pitchers shar-
come the only team to duplicate the feat of ing the same name to oppose each other in a ma-
having two unrelated players with the same jor league game since April 16, 1899, when Cincin-
first and last names. nati’s John B. Taylor met Chicago’s John W.
Pitcher Bobby M. Jones was acquired Taylor, according to the Elias Sports Bureau.
from the Rockies Jan. 14 in a trade involving Bobby M. Jones, 27, who lives in East Rutherford,
Masato Yoshii. Jones joins a roster already con- N.J.,, grew up a Mets fan. Dwight Gooden and Darryl
taining pitcher Bobby J. Jones. Strawberry were his idols.
The new feat doesn't include several past in- “It's a dream come true,” said Jones, who struggled
stances where players had the same given name, last year (6-10, 6.33). “I wasn't real focused (last year).
y Jones but were known by different names, nor the con- I really missed home and my family a lot. Being in

L &y Leon aiges, 4» vETgENCE OF A certain father-son combination by ~ New York solves that real quick.” ghonedt

By John Dunn, AP

Contributing: Staff and wire reports
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‘What matters? Might just be the memories

Carlton Fisk and Tony Perez are going in-
to the Hall of Fame together this summer.

How fiiting.

For you toddlers who were too young at
the time, prepare to learn all about the 1975
World Series — Fisk’s lovable Red Sox
against Perez's Big Red Machine, The rest
of us will relive one of the more entertaining
Series of our life-
time. By the July 23
induction at Coo-
perstown we’'ll
probably be sick of
seeing Fisk waving
that 12th-inning fly
ball toward the
Fenway foul pole.
A moment that
lives forever.

How many times
will we see the cru-

Gary Carter 248
Bruce Sutter 192
Goose Gossage 166
Steve Garvey 160
Tommy John 135
Jim Kaat 125
Dale Murphy 116
Jack Morris 111
Dave Parker 104
Bert Blyleven 87
Luis Tiant 86
| Dave Concepcion 67
\ Keith Hernandez 52
Ron Guidry 44

cial home run that
turned the Series? I
submit most of you
have never seen it.
The most impor-
tant home run of the 1975 World Series was
more than comfortably wide of the foul pole
as it cleared the Green Monster.

No theatrics. No body language. No one
was even certain at the time of its impor-
tance. It figures that Perez hit it.

The night after Fisk forced a seventh
game, the Red Sox were cruising 3-0 in the
sixth inning behind pitcher Bill Lee. With a
runner on first, Johnny Bench nearly hit into
an inning-ending double play but was safe at
first when second baseman Denny Doyle'’s
relay was off line. Perez followed with a
two-run homer, his Series-high third. Cincin-
nati would tie the game on Pete Rose's sin-
gle in the seventh and win it on Joe Mor-
gan's RBI blooper in the ninth.

So, Perez led both teams with three home
runs and seven RBI in that Series and his
team won. His other two homers came in
crucial Game Five, a solo shot that tied the
game and a three-run blast that blew open
the 5-1 victory. And the lasting memory of
the Series still is Fisk’s home run.

And so it goes for Perez In reality, it
wasn't his Big Red Machine. It was Bench’s.
Or Rose’s. Or Morgan's. Even manager
Sparky Anderson’s. Being the fourth-best
player on a powerhouse team was the easy
answer for why Perez spent nine years inch-
ing from 215 votes in 1992, his first year on
the Hall ballot, to the 385 that got him in.

Even accounting for the aversion some
voters have for electing anyone but the truly
elite in a player’s first year on the ballot, the
obvious question is what Perez did to nearly
double his support. Except for a rather non-
descript 44 games as manager of the Reds

Impact players: Tony Perez, left, and Cariton

played important roles in the 1975 World Series.

in 1993, he's spent virtually all of his time on
the ballot as special assistant to the general
manager of the Florida Marlins.

The Hall of Fame is about excellence and
it certainly is about debates over whose ex-
cellence was enough. But this year's elec-
tion is an interesting study in what else the
Hall is about.

It's about longevity. Not only longevity of
careers but longevity of memories. And not
just memories of great plays, heroic deeds
or athletic excellence. Sometimes, it's as
much about having the man in the con-
scious part of your brain. It's staying power,
after a career almost as much as during a
career. It's being seen or at least having sup-
porters who will campaign loud and long
enough for you.

It certainly didn't hurt that Perez has re-
mained visible around baseball. Most of the
voters are active writers. They've seen Pe-
rez out there. Just like they saw Don Sutton
broadcasting for the Braves. Just like
they're seeing Jim Rice coaching for the
Red Sox. Don't miss the fact that Rice re-
ceived 137 Hall votes when he first ap-
peared on the ballot in 1995. He got up to a
257 this year, the next-best total behind Fisk
and Perez and not far off Perez's pace in his
sixth year on the ballot.

With nine more chances, Rice probably
will make it. So will another Fisk contempo-
rary, Gary Carter, who in three years on the
ballot has crept from 200 votes to 248.

This isn't so much about the relative mer-
its of Hall of Fame candidates. It's more
about the sometimes curious ways those
merits get considered.

It's not even about lambasting the voters,

Dropped from ballot

By Richard Drew, AP S i
for failing to receive

Fisk, right, each 5% of the vote:
Jeff Reardon 24

Bob Boone 21

as more than a Wille Wilson 10
few of you have Rick Sutcliffe 9
done in recent mmh 3
lettgrs and e- Dave Hend 5
mails. I have no Steve Sax 2
reason to be- Bill Gullickson 1
lieve any vote is Bruce Hurst 1
cast without mﬂm 11

ithout Ao
care, wi Hibio 5

thought or not

in good con-
science. (Just for the record and to answer
an obvious question, I don’t have a vote.)

Fisk and Perez made it this year. Rice
and Carter didn't. Nor did a handful of other
players for whom relatively strong cases
can be made: closers Bruce Sutter and
Goose Goosage; hitters Steve Garvey, Dave
Parker and Dale Murphy; starters Tommy
John, Jim Kaat, Bert Blyleven, Luis Tiant
and Jack Morris.

Fisk and Carter make a good compari-
son, especially because catchers are a
slightly different breed. Their offensive
numbers don't necessarily have to match
those of other position players, although
Fisk’s and Carter’s do.

It's the longevity factor that's most in-
teresting here. Hall of Famer Fisk hit .269
for his career with 376 home runs and 1,330
runs batted in. Still-waiting Carter hit .262
with 324 homers and 1,225 RBI. Advantage
Fisk — or so it would seem.

Fisk also has the longevity edge, playing
in 24 major league seasons to Carter’s 19.
Playing “just” 19 seasons certainly shouldn’t
be a negative, but Fisk’s apparent durability
has to be considered. Those extra five years,
his final five, added 53 home runs and 232

RBI to Fisk’s totals, Take away those
and he has 323 home runs aagd 1,098}%'3:15,
very Carter-like numbers.

Fisk hit those homers and drove in those
runs and he should receive credit for them.
But how much? During those five seasons,
Fisk hit .258 and averaged 10.6 homers in-
stead of the 271 and nearly 18 homers a
year he had hit before then. How much do
we consider non-Hall caliber seasons that
help produce Hall-caliber totals? Tough call.

Perez vs. Rice is a similar study.

Career totz}ls: Perez, .279, 379 home runs,
]12,;53512 RBI; Rice, .298, 382 home runs, 1,451

_Not a lot of difference until you get to the
b{gg&;t discrepancy: Perez 2,777 games,
Rice 2,089. Perez played 23 seasons to Ric-
€'s 16 and Perez’s extra years are an even
more striking example than Fisk’s.

After playing almost every day for 14
years, Perez never played more than 91
games during any of his final six seasons. In
the 464 games over those seasons, Perez
added 31 homers and 190 RBI while hitting
.261, 18 points below his career mark.

You can do the same thing with pitchers.

Compare these three:

Pitcher Wins Pct. ERA 20 10
WINs _wins

Catfish Hunter 224 574 3.26 5 11

(1965-79)

Don Sutton 324 559 326 1 21

(1966-88)

Luis Tiant 229 571 330 4 13

(1964-82)

Sutton got into the Hall in his fifth year of
eligibility. Hunter made it in his third. Tiant
has been on the ballot since 1988 and still
isn’t close.

Sutton cracked the supposedly magic
300-victory level but wasn't an automatic
choice for the Hall. The dilemma: Do you
punish him for just one 20-win season or re-
ward him for winning 324 games?

Catfish Hunter got into the Hall more
quickly despite winning 100 fewer games.
But Hunter had five consecutive 20-win
years, a sign of the dominance voters appar-
ently look for. Or do they? Tiant had four 20-
win seasons. But he never had more than
two in a row. And it apparently carries some
weight that he pitched in only one World Se-
ries, while Hunter was in six.

Longevity of career or longevity of mem-
ories?

The answer gets further muddied every
year. In fact, Fisk will be tugging on the bill
of a cap with a “B” on the front this July in
Cooperstown, even though he spent more
time playing for the Chicago White Sox.

At least there’s no doubt that’s the right
choice.
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come from the most trusted names in

the industry...USA TODAY Baseball
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You know it's a crazy winter when the Se-
attle Mariners shell out $53 million, but not
a penny toward keeping Ken Griffey Jr. or
Alex Rodriguez.

You know it's an outrageous winter when
two players in last year’s All-Star Game —
"[bny: Fernandez and Ed Sprague — still are
looking for work, while aging free-agent
pitcher Chuck Finley will get a bigger check
from the Indians than Manny Ramirez and
Omar Vizquel combined.

So after a winter that rocked the baseball

world with the
BOB trades of stars such
as Juan Gonzalez,
Mike Hampton,
Shawn Green, Vinny
Castilla and Ryan
Klesko, the non-
trades of Griffey
and Rodriguez, the
makeovers of the
Colorado Rockies,
Seattle Mariners, St.
Louis Cardinals and
Tampa Bay Devil
Rays and the mouth
of John Rocker, it’s
time to assess the
- damage.
Here is our report card evaluating the
winners and losers:

GRADE A

SEATTLE: GM Pat Gillick, the architect
of the Toronto Blue Jays' World Series
championship teams, wasted no time in

ing around this franchise with the free-
agent signings of first baseman John Olerud,
starter Aaron Sele, relievers Kazuhiro Sasa-
ki and Arthur Rhodes, outfielder Stan Javier
and second baseman Mark McLemore.
They could win this division going away,
whether or not they keep Ken Griffey Jr.

COLORADO: No newcomer has had a
greater impact on his team than new GM
Dan O0'Dowd, who has brought in 16 new
players on his 40-man roster. The Rockies
likely won’t win the National League West,
but they finally have a vision.

ST. LOUIS: No team in the National
League improved their woeful pitching staff
more than the Cardinals with the acquisi-
tions of Darryl Kile, Andy Benes, Pat Hent-
gen and Dave Veres. The Cardinals no long-
er will be the Mark McGwire freak show.

GRADE B

N.Y. METS: OK, so they overpaid fo get
Todd Zeile, who will be switching from third
base to first to replace John Olerud. But the
one move to acquire left-handed ace Mike
Hampton from the Houston Astros for cen-
ter fielder Roger Cedeno and Octavio Dotel
could have this team winning 100 games.

ATLANTA: The Braves continue to win,
and John Schuerholz, the finest GM in the
game, refuses to allow them to get stagnant.
His latest move of acquiring speed, defense
and insurance in second baseman Quilvio
Veras, outfielder Reggie Sanders and first
basernan Wally Joyner should pay huge divi-
dends. Now, if they can find a way to shut
closer John Rocker’s mouth.

CHICAGO CUBS: GM Ed Lynch wins
the salesman-of-the-year award. The man
not only was able to persuade Don Baylor to
become the Cubs’ manager, but also talked
Dodgers GM Kevin Malone into giving them
prized starter Ismael Valdes and second
baseman Eric Young for reliever Terry Ad-

L o e RS S SR 1P, SRR A Ty ok

By Barry Sweet, AP

Heads of the class: Seattle’s Pat Gillick and Colorado’s Dan
O'Dowd are two GMs who get an ‘A’ for this offseason.

Cubs might be respectable again.

TAMPA BAY: Were not going to get
suckered into believing that the Devil Rays
have become anything more than a glorified
softball team, but we like the fact that
they’ll be much more entertaining to watch.
Why, with Fred McGriff, Jose Canseco, Greg
Vaughn and Vinny Castilla, they could put
on the greatest array of batting practice
since Home Run Derby.

GRADE C

PHILADELPHIA: The Phillies made
some nice moves in trading for Andy Ashby
and signing closer Mike Jackson, but you
wonder if they’re kicking themselves for not
trading away Curt Schilling six months ago
before his shoulder started aching.

CLEVELAND: Chuck Finley hardly will
be enough to overcome the Indians’ pitching
woes, but GM John Hart’'s most brilliant
move was not panicking and trading away
Manny Ramirez simply because he’s a year
away from free agency.

N.Y. YANKEES: They resigned starter
David Cone to a one-year contract. They
didn’t need to do anything else.

LOS ANGELES: The Dodgers pulled

off a heist for slugger Shawn Green, but
then let the Cubs rob them of starter Ismael
Valdes and second baseman Eric Young.

OAKLAND: GM Billy Beane and com-
pany continue to impress. Instead of crying
poverty, they’re irying to win. They retained

starter Omar Olivares
and still hope to get An-
gels center fielder Jim
Edmonds.

DETROIT: The Ti-
gers gambled heavily in
acquiring two-time
MVP Juan Gonzalez.
They have offered a
five-year, $75 million
contract to keep him,
but Gonzalez hasn't
blinked. Gulp.

SAN DIEGO: They
might not win more
games with Ryan Kles-
ko and local favorite
Bret Boone, but they
could be a lot more exciting to watch. Now,
if they can just keep their pitchers from fall-
ing out of trees.

CINCINNATE: No one in the game is
more aggressive and innovative than Reds
GM Jim Bowden. Yet Bowden's most im-
pressive trait this winter is his patience in
waiting for the Mariners to make their
move, believing that the Reds will either get
Griffey in a trade later this month or as a
free agent in November.

P
By Dawvid Zalubowski, AP

TEXAS: They might have improved
themselves for the future with the Juan
Gonzalez trade, but the present looks down-
right shaky. Still, the free-agent signings of
left-handed starters Kenny Rogers and Dar-
ren Oliver should keep this team in conten-
tion in the AL West. Besides, a team that has
scored only two runs in its last six playoff
games could afford a little shake-up.

GRADE D

TORONTO: Sure, the Blue Jays got snoo-
kered when they didn’t get more from the
Dodgers than Raul Mondesi when they trad-
ed away Shawn Green. But they wisely hung
onto first baseman Carlos Delgado, and
should contend once again.

PITTSBURGH: They talk awfully big,
telling everyone how they’re willing to trade
one of their top pitchers for outfield help,
but when it’s time to pull the trigger, they
shoot blanks.

ARIZONA: OK, maybe they didn't have
to do a whole lot after winning 100 games.

s
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But there are a whole lot of folks asking
whether the D-backs are
mistake with Tony Womack at shortstop.

MONTREAL: We applaud new owner
Jeffrey Loria’s enthusiasm and willingness
to spend money, but why shell out $9 million
on Graeme Lloyd?

MILWAUKEE: The good news is that
they finally dumped off Cal Eldred. The bad
news is that they're now stuck with Jaime
Navarro. New GM Dean Taylor took a huge
risk trading away third baseman Jeff Cirillo.

HOUSTON: Let's see if we can get this
straight: They move into a new downtown
ballpark that’ll bring in a whole lot of mon-
ey. But instead of spending it, they act like
they’re going broke. They not only trade
away center fielder Carl Everett, outfielder
Derek Bell and shortstop Ricky Gutierrez,
but foolishly part with ace Mike Hampton.

SAN FRANCISCO: we realize the Gi-
ants have to pay for their own stadium, but
couldn't the ownership still allow brilliant
GM Brian Sabean the opportunity to at least
energize this team with a free-agent signing
or trade?

BOSTON: We're still waiting for them to
make a move, any move, to show that
they’re trying to catch the Yankees.

KANSAS CITY: They finally have a di-
rection, but are light-years from competing.

GRADE F

CHICAGO WHITE SOX: They're load-
ed with young talent, but does anyone care?

BALTIMORE: Earth to Peter Angelos:
We've got a feeling X-rays will show that ev-
ery pitcher in baseball has wear and tear on
his arm. We also have a feeling Mike Mussi-
na might bolt the moment he’s a free agent.

MINNESOTA: Give us your tired, your
poor, your hungry and your weak.

FLORIDA: Really, could it be just three
years ago that the Marlins won the World Se-
ries? If they had any pride, they’d give back
the trophy until they get re-admitted to the
major leagues.

ANAHEIM: Hello, is anyone home?
Does anyone have a clue out there?
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Mass talent exodus

Onoles owner Peter
Angelos 18 one
contentious boss

By Seth Livingstone
BALTIMORE

T IS A COLD, CLEAR MORNING out-
side the Orioles’ Camden Club restau-
rant and team executives Syd Thrift
and John Angelos are running late for
their lunch appointment with a reporter.

“I should have shaved today,” says Ange-
los, realizing that he’s about to be pho-
tographed for a national publication.

That the nattily dressed Angelos hasn't
had much time to worry about stuff like
shaving is perhaps a testament to the pace
of business around Camden Yards these
days. Just a week before, the whispers were
that the Orioles had snagged free-agent
starter Aaron Sele, cementing their pitching
rotation and perhaps a return to compet-
itiveness in the AL East. Now, a week later,
Sele is in Seattle — and Thrift and Angelos
are ending a week of damage control.

Clearly, Thrift and Angelos — as well as
his father, Peter, who owns the team — don't
like that they're blamed for an Orioles team
that in the '90s was a starstudded squad of
underachievers. And 2000, with the Sele ca-
per fresh on everyone’s mind, isn't starting
off much better.

“I came across the Potomac River bridge
to Baltimore and was blasted before I ever
got unpacked,” said Thrift. “I don't know
what happened. Maybe I forgot to pay the
toll but (reading the papers), you'd think
that maybe I'd lost everything that I thought
I knew about baseball.”

That notion might be a bit extreme, but
here is what the court of public opinion says
after two losing seasons: The club has per-
mitted a raft of talent — both on the field
and in management — to slip through its fin-
gers while overspending on unproductive
free agents.

The Orioles have produced hardly any ev-
- eryday players from their farm system since
- bringing up Cal Ripken in 1982. And Peter
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Angelos is being charged with excessive
meddling and costly indecision.

Angelos’ meddling hurts Orioles reads
the day’s headline in The Washington
Times, a clear reference to the Sele mess,
which came to pass after the Orioles had
agreed to terms of a four-year deal
with the right-hander only to back
off after having second thoughts
about his durability.
Time will tell if failing
to sign Sele was a pru-
dent decision or anoth-
er in a series of per-
ceived blunders by
the Orioles, who
have let stars such
as Rafael Palmeiro
and Roberto Alomar
skip town.

But the bottom
line remains. The
Orioles still are search-
ing for a quality starting pitcher
as they seek to regain a measure of re-
spectability in the AL East and, for that mat-
ter, the league.

ETER ANGELOS IS A headline

maker. He's the legal eagle who

controls the team with a hefty wal-

let, some say an iron fist, and a long-
demonstrated love for the Baltimore area.
There is no one better to take the stand in
his own defense.

Love him or hate him, the elder Angelos
is respected as the leading class-action at-
torney in the country. He brought ashestos
companies to their knees, is arguing with
the state of Maryland about whether he'll
be paid $1 billion or $500 million for his
work against big tobacco and is currently
going after manufacturers of lead-based
paint. He's also managed to put himself in
charge of a baseball franchise that has led
the majors in attendance each of the past
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five seasons, while tend-
ing to considerable real
estate concerns.

Thrift, recently pro-
moted to vice president

of baseball opera-
tions, marvels
at his boss.
“I've never

seen a man work as many
hours and more days than

him,” he says. “I've nev-
er seen anyone who
has the capacity to
work on so many dif-
ferent projects. I
don’'t know how he
does it. I have no idea
how many telephone
calls he must receive per
day or how he sorts out who
he’s going to talk to — and how
) hg can change (gears) while doing
it. His retention is fabulous, as is his
vocabulary. He's a brilliant man, aca-
demically, and he’s street smart.”

That might or might not translate into Pe-
ter Angelos being the right man to make de-
cisions that have a dramatic impact on the
performance of the Orioles. It's a popular
theory that Angelos has too much say —
that he has failed to give enough authority
to base_ball professionals, past and present.

“I think he has the right intentions,” said
Baltimore Sun columnist Peter Schmuck,
who has chronicled the Orioles since Ange-
los’ takeover in 1993, “T think he has trouble
handing authority over to other people. It
would be so easy for him to be a hero here.
Bu“t he’s just an uncompromising individual.

Given his personality and the fact that
he’s focuse;l on so many other things that
aré more important than baseball — big
class-action suits on huge issues that are not
fun and games — you have to wonder why
he doesn’t leave decicions to hic hacshall

The bos

people.”

A number of talented baseball executives
have come and gone in Baltimore under the
Angelos regime. Pat Gillick (Mariners),
Kevin Malone (Dodgers) and Doug Melvin
(Rangers) are all general managers else-
where. Frank Wren, let go after serving one
year of a three-year contract last year, wast-
ed no time in latching on with the Braves as
an assistant GM.

Malone, who like Melvin had been an as-
sistant GM with the Orioles, recounts what it
was like to work for Peter Angelos.

“Mr. Angelos is up-front about it,” Malone
says. “He's passionate and vocal about it. In
some ways that's advantageous. In some
ways it’s not. He commits the dollars and
wants to win as badly as anyone. I think
that’s admirable.

“You just have to know the system,” he
says. “Sometimes he offers a difference of
opinion. If you understand that and don't try
to battle it, I think that’s healthy. Everyone
has an opinion, and sometimes a difference
of opinion is good. Even Pat Gillick recog-
nized that's just the way it is. Mr. Angelos is
involved and should be. Who am I or anyone
else to say what should or shouldn't be? He
owns the team. I did not sit in judgment.
When I was there, I just tried to be part of
the decision-making process.”

Then, there are the managers: Johnny
Oates, now with Texas; Phil Regan; Davey

Johnson, currently managing the Dodgers;

and Ray Miller, a much-respected pitching
coach, who seemed miscast as skipper of a

licting chin tha nact fton concane In 2000 tha
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By Joe Brockert, AP

Short Igash: The contract of ace pitcher Mike Mussina, who has won 136
games in nine season for Orioles, expires after this season.

reins are handed to Mike Har-
grove, who landed on his feet in
Baltimore after being unceremo-
niously dumped by Cleveland.

“Letting me go is one thing,”

says Johnson, whose Orioles teams
advanced to the ALCS in 1996 and
"97. “Not using Pat Gillick and his
expertise — not keeping him on —
was, to me, a grandiose error. It
was the work of Gillick and Malo-
ne that (began to) restore the
Orioles’ farm system. When we
first got here, (the farm system)
was terrible. But Pat Gillick and
Kevin Malone worked extra-over-
time with the scouting department
and I feel like they did a great job
of rebuilding. It was a traumatic
thing when I had to resign. ... We
were knocking on the door (of the
World Series) two years in a row,
and that’s someplace they hadn’t
been in 13 years.”

Also among the departed is cur-
rent Giants/ESPN broadcaster
Jon Miller, who did Orioles games
for 14 years. His term ended when
Angelos viewed him as too critical.

“They’ve not really been able to
retain their talent,” says Miller.
“They had Davey Johnson, one of
the best managers they possibly
could have had; Pat Gillick, one of
the best GMs they possibly could
have had; plus Kevin Malone, who
had a great track record in Mon-
treal. They had a great ballpark,
generating great revenues and an
owner committed to spending
money to keep his team up there

(in the standings). Why people
- weren't allowed to do their jobs is
~only speculation. I know Davey
‘Wwas very unhappy there. Pat is
~one of the most first-class people
 there’s ever been in baseball. I
kno:vhewasnotanowedtodo the

~ Peter Angelos has his own view
that issue. “The inference (by
media) is that somehow or oth-
T an gwner who's meddling

erfering,” he savs. “My critics

say that I'm totally involved, that I
question every decision. Well, win-
ning is the name of the game, just
as it's the name of the game in the
practice of law. When you lose, you
are devastated. You didn't get the
job done for your client. It's similar
in baseball where you didn't get
the job done for the fans.

“It's been suggested that I'm a
person who likes to fire people.
But come to my law office. If you
can find one unhappy person or
one instance where 1 literally
‘fired’ someone, I'd be embar-
rassed. I don't believe in abusing
my employees. In fact, I don’t call

COVER REPORT
them employees. 1 refer to them

as ‘associates’ or ‘personnel of this
firm. " .

0O PETER ANGELOS
and the Orioles get a
bad rap?

“It's one huge mis-
conception," says Thrift. “If Peter
Angelos is a bad guy and the cause
of all the problems, and John An-
gelos is also a bad guy, then I must
be a bad guy too, because I'm here
— and the only way you get to be
good is to leave and go somewhere
else. I don't understand that men-
tality at all.”

Don Buford, a longtime Oriole
who recently was promoted to di-
rector of minor league operations,
says he doesn’t have a problem
working for Angelos.

“The Angeloses have provided
us with an opportunity,” he says.
“When you spend $85 million to
put a club together, I can't com-
plain. It's up to me to go out and
get the talent. There aren't many
CEOs who are going to say, ‘Take
$85 million and run with it’”

John Angelos, 32, the Orioles’
executive vice president, says his
father — whom he often refers to
as “Mr. Angelos” in the context of
team affairs — is a good listener.

“He's also very good at quickly
taking the information, analyzing
it and giving you follow-up ques-
tions. But he’s a pretty good listen-
er and analyst and tends to cut
through a lot of the information
pretty quickly. (Growing up) I had
a lot of experience with cross-
examination.

“My father doesn't like to lose,”
he continues. “He feels like he’s
got an obligation, not only to him-
self, but to all the other owners
and the fans in Baltimore. He
wanits this team to be a winner for
them.” :

But would John like to see his
Dad run things a little differently?
Does he wish he could change
him, just a little bit?

“I'm just an employee here,” he
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By Barbara Jesn Gammano, Baseball Weakly

Transaction man: Syd Thrift is now the Orioles’ top-ranked executive in
starms of conventiohal baseball experience.

" AT, e oY
says, laughing. “You want to gel hand, while Peter

me fired?” k.,
Actually, Peter Angelos did
change the way things were run —
at least in titles — this offseason,
‘Gone is the job description for gen-
eral manager. Instead, Thriff is
now vice president of baseball op-
erations, handling day-to-day af-
fairs along with John Angelos.

What hasn't changed is Peter
Angelos’ willingness to spend in or-
der to put a winner on the field —
he merely expects results for his
money. Payroll commitments for
the sub-.500 Orioles of 1999 were
in the neighborhood of $80 mil-
lion.

“Peter has spent (money) the
last eight years,” says columnist
Schmuck. “He’s willing to spend
and do whatever it takes to make
the Orioles a winning team — and
he should be commended for that.

“But he is also much too con-
cerned about getting credit for it,”
he adds. “In 1996, he decided not
to let the front office trade David
Wells and Bobby Bonilla. It was
Peter’s key decision that year. But
1 think it really bothered him that
many people thought the Orioles
reached the playoffs because of
Davey Johnson, one of the win-
ningest managers in the history of
baseball. I think he always felt the
media never gave him proper
credit for, what at the time, was
the proper decision.” On the other

blgu_ne. And he’s not shy about
icizing some of people who
hired as GM. i
“I didn't put the bullpen toge!
er that destroyed our 1999 season.
The GM did,” says Angelos, point-
ing blame directly at Wren. 4
“In 1998, Pat Gillick was the GV
and we said, ‘What do we have fo
do to get the necessary compo-
nents we don't have?” I said:
‘Here's the checkbook. Tell me
what you need to do it’ So he
signed Doug Drabek, Ozzie Guil-
len, Joe Carter and Norm Charl-
ton. Those weren't my decisions. It
was his professional assessment of
what he as GM thought we need-
ed. We did all of that and it wasn’t
able to provide any improvement.”
Angelos has been criticized for
not following through on possible
trades for Shawn Green and John
Olerud, among others. Nothing
stopped him from making a five-
year, $65 million commitment to
Albert Belle, but Baltimore’s hesi-
tation in committing to Rafael Pal-
meiro led to the productive first
baseman’s departure after the '98
season. The Orioles settled for
signing Will Clark, a player whose
medical history prompted them to

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

:

P Peter Angelos, 70, CEO and
managing partner. Raised in Balti-
more, where he served as a city
councilor and made an unsuccessful
run for mayor, he made his fortune as
a plaintiff's attorney. Angelos and his
group of investors restored local
ownership to the Orioles in
Aug., 1993, paying a then-record
$173 million. He's become a target of
criticism, primarily because of the
control he exerts over Orioles’ per-
sonnel decisions.

»John Angelos, 32, executive
vice president. Oldest son of Peter
and Georgia Angelos, he is a gradu-
ate of Duke with a law degree from
the University of Baltimore, He han-
dles the daily business of running the
team, along with Syd Thrift.

» Louis Angelos, 30, attorney.
Works In his father's law office and
has been involved mainly in peripher-
al issues, such as the Baltimore/
Cuban series and the advancement
of the Greek Olympic team.

P Syd Thrift, 70, vice president of
baseball operations. Former Pirates
GM and director of the Kansas City
Royals Baseball Academy, he
his career as a scout for the Yankees
and Pirates. Beginning his sixth year
with the Orioles, his current duties are

By Barbara Jean Germano, Baschal Weskly

Not a rookie: John Angelos is
in his seventh yearwith the O's,

WHO RUNS THE ORIOLES

similar to that of a general manager.

P> Joe Foss, 51, vice chaiman
and COQ. Fonmer chairman of the
board of First American Bank of
Washington, he is in charge of busi-
ness, financial and administrative op-
erations. He’s been there from the
beginning of the Angelos era.

P Tom Trebelhorn, 52, director of
organizational Instruction. Former
manager for the Brewers and Cubs,
he played five minor league seasons
as a catcher and infielder. Once a
schoolteacher in the offseason, he is
regarded as an exceptional instructor
and is charged with bringing consis-
tency to the team’s minor league
system.

» Don Buford, 62, promoted to
director of minor league operations
this menth. Buford has spent much
of his career with the O's, beginning
asa player in 1968. He has served as.
a major league coach and, most re-
cently, as director of player devel-
opment

» Tony DeMacio, 54, scouting di-
rector. In his second season with
Orioles after spending four years as
East Coast scouting supervisor. He
scouted for the Braves from 1983-
90, signing Tom Glavine and Chipper:
Jones, among others. ¥




(FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

reject him as a long-term solution
in 1993.

Angelos is adamant that the
powers of a team’s general manag-
er should only extend so far.

“A lot of them believe they
should operate, unchecked by
ownership,” he says. “That’s pre-
posterous. They can't be indepen-
dent, operating by themselves.
There has to be accountability.
Some people interpret what
they're doing to be independent.
They think they're the profession-
als and should not be queried by
ownership or a non-professional,
even if that person ranks above
them in the chain of command.”

ERE THE ORIOLES
overly cautious in the
case of Aaron Sele,
who had pitched

more than 200 innings each of the
last two seasons in winning 37
games for the Texas Rangers?
Were they caught looking the
wrong way when agents Adam
Katz and Tom Reich ushered Sele
to Seattle? As Mariners' GM Gil-
lick said after Sele fell in his lap,
“He who hesitates is lost.”

While Thrift and John Angelos
had hammered out a four-year,
$29 million deal with the agents,
no contract existed until Sele
passed his physical. And Peter An-
gelos saw something that con-
cerned him and talked with the
agents about shortening the deal.

Reich says it was not a case of
Baltimore's indecisiveness coming
back to bite them. “The Orioles did
not dawdle,” he says. “It's very im-
portant to know that Peter Ange-
los was very cordial and very
straight with me. Everything was
on the table.”

Peter Angelos bristles at accu-
sations that he is slow to pull the
trigger. “That's a fiction of the
worst order,” he says. “Taking into
account that a free agent has to be
examined, that's at least three or
four days (to finalize a deal). Even
a trade requires substantial negoti-
ations.”

Angelos recalls once being told
he had a half-hour to sign off on a
proposed deal that would have
brought Hideo Nomo to Baltimore
for Armando Benitez. “A half-
hour? I asked our man: ‘Are you
sure you were talking to the GM of
the Dodgers and not with a used
car dealer?’

“I'm criticized as ‘too deliber-
ate’ ” Angelos says. “People say,
‘He thinks like a'lawyer. It takes
him so long to make up his mind. [
feel I make up my mind too quick-
ly some times. I can be impulsive.”

What of the criticism that the
Orioles are overly cautious when it

comes to medical opinions? The
Mariners, as well as the Rangers,
who made Sele's medical records
; available, seemed satisfied that
~ Sele was healthy enough. Tampa
~ Bay GM Chuck LaMar says he saw
nothineg unusual regarding Sele’s

‘Fiction,’ says Angelos
of hesitation rutation

By Barry Sweet, AP

Aaron Sele: He takes two-year
total of 37 wins to Seattle.

health.

Were Baltimore's medical con-
cerns about Sele nothing more
than the normal wear and tear as-
sociated with many veteran pitch-
ers?

Perhaps most telling is that Sele
had no qualms about accepting a
two-year deal, a sign that he's con-
fident enough in his physical state
to believe he’ll be negotiating an-
other lucrative contract in a year
or two.

Maybe so, but medical evalua-
tions indeed are a pet peeve of Pe-
ter Angelos. He demands one of
every player he signs. He was
stung by the Xavier Hernandez
deal last winter, in which Wren
signed Hernandez and placed him
on the roster prior to his exam
(which he later failed).

“That was a $1.75 million mis-
take (the result of) a failure to fol-
low company policies,” Angelos

ys.

Angelos has vowed not to be
burned the same way twice. He
demands that every player un-
dergo a medical examination by
team doctors William Goldiner
(general) and Michael Jacobs (or-
thopedics) and personally reviews
the player’s medical history.

Agent Jeff Moorad, who repre-
sents Will Clark and guided injury-
haunted Jeffrey Hammonds (now
with the Rockies) through his ar-
bitration with the Orioles, says,
“Team physicians have a variety
of standards. Some are more toler-
ant of the more natural wear and
tear that occurs with an athlete's
body. My understanding is that Pe-
ter has extensive knowledge and
experience with issues in the le-
gal/medical field. For that reason,
he's particularly focused on the
physical well-being of prospective
signees.”

His conclusion: “Peter Angelos
is entitled to have the toughest,
most detail-oriented medical prac-
titioners look over his shoulder. To
the extent that he has chosen a
group of conservative doctors, he
owns the team, He's entitled.”

Y 19-25, 2000 « USA TODAY BASEBALL WEEKLY
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ESPITE THE FACT
that the Orioles have
done away with the GM
position, there doesn_‘t
appear to be any confusion in their
dealings with other teams.

The Mets worked a trade with
Baltimore last month, sending
Chuck McElroy to the 0's for Jes_se
Orosco. Mets GM Steve Phillips
said he hasn't found dealing with
the Orioles to be any different than
working with any other team.

“You deal with Syd Thrift, direct-
ly, and we interacted as we wox_xld
have with any other GM,” Phillips
says. “Things were handled in a
prompt, professional manner.
There was nothing within the
structure they currently have that
prohibited us from having produc-
tive discussions and trying to move
forward on any number of fronts.”

The Orioles have attempted o
move forward this offseason by
hiring Hargrove as manager and
by retooling a bullpen that let
them down early and often in
1999. Baltimore's first move of the
winter was to sign free agent Mike
Trombley, an effective reliever for
the Twins. They complemented
that with the signing of lefty Bud-
dy Groom and dealt the aging
Orosco to New York for McElroy.
Mike Timlin, who was signifi-
cantly better in the second half of
last season, will be counted on to
close.

Now, if the Orioles can only im-
prove the production from the
farm. “That,” says John Angelos,
“js why we made such an effort
the last couple of years o sign as
many amateur players as possible
and get the top talent we can com-
ing in. Hopefully, that will start to
produce in the way the Yankees
have produced.”

It’s also the reason the Orioles
promoted Tom Trebelhorn and
Buford to oversee minor league
development. Things might be
looking up, with players such as
second baseman Jerry Hairston,
catcher Jayson Werth, left-han-
ders Matt Riley and B.J. Ryan and
first baseman Calvin Pickering on
the immediate horizon.

But the Orioles still must deter-
mine a way to work these players
into a lineup featuring aging vets
Cal Ripken Jr, Brady Anderson,
Clark and Delino DeShields.

The Orioles also must consider
the future of Ripken and — most
importantly — pitching ace Mike
Mussina, who will be a free agent
at season’s end.

Mussina looms as a litmus test
for the Orioles’ style of manage-
ment. Will the Orioles be able to
hang on to their most irreplace-
able player? Or will he join Rafael
Palmeiro as a star player who
wasn't courted enough?

“We certainly want Mussina to
be part of our future here,” Thrift
says. “Mr. Angelos will be the per-
son responsible for that contract.”

Once more, the direction of the
Orioles will be squarely in the
hands of their owner. (BW ]
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Following

under manager Johnny Oates,

the sale of the Orioles from Eli
Jacobs to a group led by Peter

Angelos becomes official Oct. 4 |

... The Orioles pass on signing

first baseman Will Clark (a

player they will ultimately sign
five years later) because of
medical concerns.

1994

Qates is fired in September
after the Orioles go 6349 dur-
ing the strike-shortened season
_. . After nine seasons with Bal-
timore, assistant GM Doug Mel-
vin leaves to become GM of the
Texas Rangers.

1995

Syd Thrift joins the Orioles as
director of player development
... Cal Ripken plays in his rec-
ord 2,131st consecutive game,
but the O's finish 71-73 under
manager Phil Regan. In No-
vember, Pat Gillick is hired to
replace GM Roland Hemond.

1996

Brady Anderson hits 50
home runs and Rafael Palmei-
10 drives in 142 (both team rec-
ords) as the Orioles, now man-
aged by Davey Johnson, earn
the AL wild card with an 88-74
record. Baltimore loses fo the
Yankees in five games in the
ALCS. .. Amid reports that An-
gelos thinks he’s too critical,
noted broadcaster Jon Miller
leaves town after 14 seasons.

1997

The Orioles win the division,
finishing 98-64, but Johnson is
left no option but resignation
after the team loses to Cleve-
land in the ALCS. Ray Miller is
named manager in November.

1998

Baltimore finishes 79-83. Gil-
lick steps aside and is replaced
by GM Frank Wren in October.
Gillick’s logical successor, assis-
tant GM Kevin Malone, had al-
ready left to take the Dodgers’
GM job in September ... The
Orioles sign Albert Belle to a
$65 million, five-year contract
and before year’s end trade for
catcher Charles Johnson and
sign Delino DeShields, B.J. Sur-

Baltimore's payroll exceeds:
$80 million — and that’s with
three-time team MVP Palmei-
ro rejecting a $50 million, five- |
year proposal ... In January, E
John Angelos is promoted toex=
ecutive vice president . . . Balti-
more’s first signings of the new
year are Heathcliff Slocumb
and Mike Fetters, a signal of
trouble to come in the bullpen.
...The Orioles get off to a
dreadful start and finish 78-84,
resulting in the termination of
what was supposed to be a
three-year contract for Wren.

2000

Operating without 2 GM in ti-
tle, it's Thrift, vice president of
operations, who's chiefly re-
sponsible for personnel ... =
Tom Trebelhorn, beginning his:
fifth year with the team, is pro-
moted to director of organiza-
tional instruction; Don Buford
to director of minor league op-
erations. ... Having bolstered
their bullpen by adding Mike
Trombley, Chuck McElroy and
Buddy Groom, the Orioles
work out a four-year, $29 mil-
lion outline of a deal with free
ageni starting pitcher Aaron
Sele, but try to shorten it be-
cause of the results of his med-
ical exam. Sele quickly signs
with Seattle . . . Ace Mike Muss-
ina is eligible for free agency at
the end of the year. :

— Seth Livingstone




all of Famer Bob
Lemon dead at 79

By Tom Withers

CLEVELAND — Bob Lemon, a
Hall of Fame pitcher who earned
a “lifetime contract” with the New
York Yankees by taking over a
team in turmoil and managing it
to the 1978 World Series title, died
Jan. 11.

Lemon, who won 20 games sev-
en times during his brilliant pitch-
ing career with the Cleveland Indi-
ans, died in Long Beach, Calif. He
was 79.

Lemon led the American
League in victories three times
and won two games in the 1948
World Series — the last time the
Indians were champions. He fin-
ished with a 207-128 record and
was inducted into the Hall of
Fame in 1976.

Two years later, Lemon, who al-
so managed the Kansas City Roy-
als and Chicago White Sox, took
over the Yankees in midseason
when Billy Martin resigned. He
brought focus to a turbulent club-
house, where Martin, owner
George Steinbrenner, and players
Thurman Munson and Reggie
Jackson had been feuding.

Under Lemon’s easygoing lead-
ership, the Yankees overcame a
14-game deficit, beat Boston in a
one-game playoff at Fenway Park

to win the AL East, then defeated
the Royals in the ALCS. New York
then triumphed over the Los An-
geles Dodgers to win its second
consecutive World Series title.

Lemon, who often said all he
did was “fill out the lineup card,”
was given a “lifetime contract” by
Steinbrenner and remained on the
Yankees' payroll as a scout and ad-
viser until his death.

“When our team was going
through the turmoil during the
1978 season, Bob Lemon was just
what we needed,” Steinbrenner
said. “He was such a calming influ-
ence and, of course, he guided the
club to the world championship in
one of the greatest comebacks in
sports history. He was a gentle but
consummate competitor.”

Lemon, a seven-time All-Star,
began his playing career as a third
baseman with the Indians in 1941
and briefly played center field. Af-
ter Lemon served in the Navy dur-
ing World War II, the Indians tried
him as a pitcher, and he became
one of the most successful in club
history.

His No. 21 was retired by the In-
dians in 1998.

Lemon, who pitched a no-hitter
at Detroit on June 30, 1948, also
was an outstanding hitter for a
pitcher, compiling a .232 career

Lifer: Bob Lemon spent his entire
playing career with the Indians.

average with 37 home runs, the
second-highest home run total
among pitchers. He often was
used a pinch-hitter, batting .284 in
109 at-bats.

After retiring in 1958, Lemon
worked as a scout, coach and mi-
nor league manager.

Lemon managed Kansas City
from 1970-72 and the White Sox in
1977 and 1978 before taking over
the Yankees.

Lemon was replaced by Martin
midway through the '79 season,
but returned for the second half of
the 1981 season. New York won
the AL pennant before losing to
the Dodgers in the Series.

Tom Withers is an Associated
Press sports writer.

From staff, wire reports

Randy Johnson has won the
Warren Spahn Award.

Johnson, the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks ace, received the
inaugural award from Spahn
last week at the Oklahoma
Sports Museum in Guthrie, Ok-
la. The museum created the
award, which will go annually
to the top left-handed pitcher in
the majors.

Spahn, who has lived in Okla-
homa for 50 years, is the win-
ningest left-hander in baseball
history with 363 victories.

The award is based on wins,
ERA and strikeouts. Johnson
led lefties last year in sirikeouts
(364) and ERA (2.48) and was
second to Mike Hampton in
victories (17).

SAAM DIES: By Saam, re-
membered by generations of
Philadelphians as the voice of
baseball, died Sunday at age 85
after a stroke.

The popular radio announc-
er, who was inducted into the
broadcasters’ wing of the base-
ball Hall of Fame, called more
than 8,000 games for the Phila-
delphia Phillies and Athletics

first Spahn award.:

over 38 seasons. .
Saam also broadcast Uni
sity of Pennsylvania and Phila-
delphia Eagles football, college

and minor league hockey.

“Socially and professionally,

By was a joy to be around,”
Phillies broadcaster Harry Ka-

las said. “Between innings, he

would crack Whitey (Richie
Ashburn) and me up with his
sense of humor and one-liners.
(But) he was trained in the old
school where everything on the
air was serious business.”

Gene Kelly, Chuck Thomp-
son, Bill Campbell and Claude
Haring were among Saam’s
many broadcast partners.

He began announcing Phil-
lies and Athletics home games
in 1938. Broadcasters did not
travel then, so he was able to
announce for both teams until
the late 1940s, when Phillies
owner Bob Carpenter wanted
road games announced as well.

Out of loyalty to Athletics
owner Connie Mack, Saam be-
came the A's home and road
announcer in 1950, until the
team left town in 1954. He was
the Phillies’ announcer from
1955 to 1975.

and professional basketball,
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Former team president Richard
Brown criticized new general manager
Bill Stoneman, calling his claim that he

the Angels to be a contender
regardiess of whether he makes another
acquisition an “nsult” to the fans.

“Even with nobody getting hurt or
catching a disease, they're not going 10
contend (without acquisitions),” Brown
said. “To say otherwise is just an insult.”

Brown, who wrote a letter to the Los
Angeles Times after reading Stone-
man's comments in Baseball Weekly
Jast week, said an honest explanation
outlining a rebuilding plan would be
more acceptable

Without another-acquisition, the rota-
tion is expected to include Ken Hill and
Jason Dickson, both stalled by injuries
last year, along with youthful Jarrod
Washburn, Ramon Ortiz and Brian
Cooper. Veteran Tim Belcher, coming
off surgery to repair a minor tear in the
flexor tendon, is expected to join the ro-
tation sometime in April.

» Center fielder Jim Edmonds said
last week he’s not sure how to respond
to the third consecutive year of trade ru-
mors surrounding him. He thought a
deal to send him to Oakland was immi-
nent a month ago before the Angels
killed it.

“| haven’t made any decision,” said "

Edmends, in the final year of a contract
that pays him $4.65 million in 2000. He's
considering playing out his contract and
becoming a free agent, refusing to ne-
gotiate with the Angels or any team he
might be traded to, which would ham-
string Stoneman’s efforts to market him,

One pitcher who could fit into the ro-
tation, even though he was not offered a
contract by the Orioles, is left-hander
Doug Johns. But Johns, 32, had a
more pressing matter last week.

A Baltimore judge sentenced him to a
year of supervised probation and 80
hours of community service, and fined
him $1,525 on charges of driving while
intoxicated and drug possession last
April. A charge of driving under the influ-
ence last fall has yet to come to court

Johns went 6-4 with a 4.47 ERAin 32
games for the Orioles last season. In five
late-season starts, covering 33 innings,
he went 2-1 with a respectable 3.55
ERA.

The Orioles did not offer him a new
contract, but the club could sign him to
a minor league deal with an invite 10
spring training, according to Syd Thrift,
vice president of baseball operations.

Thrift also talked last week to the
agent for left-hander Steve Avery, who
was 6-7 with Cincinnati last season.

» Baltimore signed reliever Al Reyes
to a one-year, $620,000 contract last
week. Reyes went 2-3 with a 4.85 ERA
in 27 games after coming over from Mil-
waukee in a July 21 trade.

» Catcher Charles Johnson filed for
arbitration for the second consecutive
year with the Orioles. He made $3.6 mil-
jion in 1999 and hit 251 with 16 homers
and 54 RBI while gunning down 40% of
runners attempting to steal.

»> The Aaron Sele non-deal and
Orioles’ front office, Cover Re-
port, Page 6

Boston
Red Sox

www.redsox.com

Just moments before Cariton Fisk an-
nounced he would wear their cap into
the Hall of Fame, the Red Sox surprised
Fisk by announcing they would retire his
No. 27. Fisk's number will join just four
others — Bobby Doerr, No. 1; Joe Cro-

Comedown: Mike Caruso lost 56 points off his batting average

By Tom Olmscheid, AP

and 93

points off his slugging percentage in his sophomore year.

nin, 4; Carl Yastrzemski, 8; and Ted Wil-
liams, 9 — on the facade of the right-
field grandstand at Fenway Park.

“It gives me goose bumps to think
about that,"” said Fisk.

» General manager Dan Duquette
met with Larry Reynolds, agent for new
center fielder Carl Everett, about sign-
ing a long-term contract. Everett is eligi-
ble for free agency after 2000, but the
club wants him for the long haul. Everett
sounded open to the idea. “If everyone
joins together in the effort, I'm sure
things will work out,” he said.

Everett's price tag could be as high as
$10 milion a season for four to five

years.

» The club plans to keep Darren
Lewis as a backup outfielder, although
Lewis wants to play every day and
would like a trade.

» The club continues to show interest
in a minor league deal for right-hander
Bobby Witt, as well as a contract for left-
hander Donovan Osbome. There is also
the possibility that right-hander Jim Cor-
si, released last season, could return.

» The Sox signed catchers Joe Sid-
dall and Tim Spehr to minor league
deals. The club is expected to keep
catcher Scott Hatteberg as backup for
Jason Varitek, although a trade re-
mains a possibility.

Hatteberg and the rest of the arbirtra-
tion-eligible Red Sox — Everett and
right-handers Rich Garces, Bryce Flor-
ie and John Wasdin — all filed for ar-
bitration Jan. 14.

| Al 0
White Sox
www.chisox.com

The White Sox lit a fire under short-
stop Mike Caruso by acquiring veteran
Jose Valentin from the Brewers, along
with pitcher Cal Eldred, for pitchers
Jaime Navarro and John Snyder.

Valentin had a down year in 1999, but
the Sox hope he will recapture the mag-
ic of 1996, when he hit 24 home runs
and had 95 RBI, and that Caruso will be
inspired to reprise 1998, when he hit
.306 as a rookie.

Last season Valentin lost his starting
job in Milwaukes, hitting .227 with 22 er-
rors in just 89 games, while Caruso bat-
ted .250 for the Sox with 24 errors in 136
contests.

“| warned Mike during the season and
after it that he has to come back and
show us he is prepared to be a major
league player,” said general manager
Ron Schueler. “It's going to be a dog-
fight."

» Eldred, who hasn't had a winning
season since going 11-2 as a rookie in
1992, will try to jump into an inexperi-
enced rotation of James Baldwin, Mike
Sirotka, Jim Parque and Kip Wells
while fending off contenders Aaron
Myette, Tanyon Sturtze, Jon Garland
and Lorenzo Barcelo.

“We have a guy who could probably
be a real good pitcher,” manager Jerry
Manuel said of Eldred, “but we have to
be careful how we use him because
he'’s coming off major injuries.”

y www.indlans.com

The Indians, not wanting to leave cen-
ter field in the inexperienced hands of
Dave Roberts and Jacob Cruz, signed
veteran Lance Johnson last week o a
minor league contract.

Johnson, who has spent the winter
working out with Olympic trainer Bob
Kersee, must make the team out of
spring training to collect on his in-
centive-laden contract.

The Indians have a hole in center field
because Kenny Lofton has a hole in his
left rotator cuff. He underwent surgery in
December and could be out until the All-
Star break.

P Major league owners are expected
to vote on the sale of the Indians this
week at their meeting in Phoenix.

Attorney Lamy Dolan reached an
agreement to purchase the Indians on
Nov. 3 from Dick Jacobs for a record
$320 million.

P Right-hander Steve Karsay, ex-
pected to compete for the vacant clos-
er's job, filed for arbitration last week.
The Indians haven't gone to arbitration
since 1991.

“I believe we'll get a deal done with-
out going to a hearing,” said general
manager John Hart.

» Jaret Wright worked on a new de-
livery with pitching coach Dick Pole for
three days last week in Jacobs Field.
Wright, coming off an 8-10, 6.06 ERA
season, was disappointed with last year,

but unbowed: “We play this game in
front of the whole world. If you're not a
secure person, it will break you. I'm not

broken.”

Tigers)|

uNjitkowski and Borkowski made strides
|ast season, and the potential is there.”

» Outfielder Bobby Higginson broke
the tip of his right rhpmb while vacation-
ing in Mexico. The Injury is not serious
and Higginson expects to miss little time
during sprind training. ;

» The Tigers signed outfielder Billy
McMillon to a minor league contract
and invited him to spring training.

McMillon, 28, hit .304 with 16 home
runs and 85 RBI last season for Triple-A
Scrarllonf\Nﬂkcs—Barre He's had brief
stints with Florida and Philadelphia.

Kansas City
Royals

N www.kcroyals.com

The Royals, searching for a closer to
replace the retired Jeff Montgomery,
signed right-hander Ricky Bottalico to
a one-year contract Jan. 14. Bottalico
will receive a base salary of $1.5 million
and can pocket another $400,000 in in-
centives.

Bottalico, who had to undergo a
thorough physical before the contract
was final, led the Cardinals with 20
saves last season. He had elbow sur-

gery on April 27, 1998, while with Phila-
delphia.

The bullpen needed help after regis-
tering only 29 saves in 59 chances last

year.

Bottalico said he chose the Royals
because he wanted an opportunity to
remain a closer.

» The Royals avoided arbitration with
outfielder Johnny Damon and first
baseman Mike Sweeney by signing
both to one-year contracts.

Damon, who made $2.1 milfion in
1999, signed for $4 million. He hit a ca-
reer-high .307 with 101 runs, 77 RBl and
36 stolen bases.

Sweeney, who hit .322 with 22 home
runs, 102 RBI and 101 runs, signed for
$2.25 million. He switched from catcher
to first base after Jeff King retired last
May.

» The Royals signed veteran catcher
Jorge Fabregas to a minor league con-
tract and invited him to camp. Fabregas
hit .199 last season in 88 games with
Florida and Atlanta. He will compete
with Sal Fasano and Brian Johnson for
a spot on the roster. Fabregas’ ad-

vantage is he is a left-handed hitter,
while the other two are right-handed hit-
ters.
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USA TODAY Baseball Weekly Legends’
Speakers Bureau and Major League Baseball
Player’s Alumni Association have teamed
up to provide you with an opportunity
to showcase former baseball greats at your
next special event. The Legends’ Speakers
Bureau works with event budgets of all sizes.

- Trade and Consumer Shows
- Fantasy Camps

- Legends Games

- Incentive Programs
- Speaking Engagements

A sampling of our members:
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makes no further moves.

The additions of two-time AL MVP
Juan Gonzalez and manager Phil Gar-

ner are behind Smith’s optimism.

“| think those two will be worth a lot of
wins for us,” Smith said. “I think we're

significantly better.”

After winning 79 games and seeming
to be on the upswing in 1997, the team

has struggled the last two seasons.

Pitching has been an obvious prob-

While he continues looking for pitch-
ing help, general manager Randy Smith
believes the club is improved even if it

Hank Aaron

Don Baylor
George Brett
Lou Brock

Bert Campaneris
Orlando Cepeda
Bob Feller

Mark Fidrych
George Foster
Goose Gossage
Bob Gibson

Fergie Jenkins
Harmon Killebrew
Greg Luzinski

Tug McGraw
Tony Oliva

Joe Pepitone
Brooks Robinson
Pete Rose

Tom Seaver
Earl Weaver

For more information please
contact Michael O'Brien

703-242-8203
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lem. The rotation likely will include Dave
Miicki, Brian Moehler, Jeff Weaver,
C.J. Nitkowski and Dave Borkowski.

“Mlicki and Moehler are solid, and
Weaver could be excellent,” said Smith.

MLBAIumni@mlam.net
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F Doc’s legacy now moonlights as fund-raiser

By Dana Heiss Grodin

A successful minor leaguer named Archi-
bald “Moonlight” Graham made his major
league debut for the New York Giants on
June 29, 1905.

He entered the game in the ninth as a de-
fensive replacement in right field. He wasn't
there long, since the Giants needed only five
minutes to record the final three outs.

That game was Graham’s last as a big-
leaguer. After his debut, Graham walked
away from baseball to pursue a medical ca-
reer. The Giants went on to win the 1905
World Series. Moonlight Graham entered
the record books with one half-inning of play
to his credit and zero at-bats.

If Graham’s story sounds familiar, then
perhaps you're a fan of the book Shoeless
Joe, written by W.P. Kinsella, or the 1989
movie version of the book, Field of Dreams.

In the book and movie, Doc “Moonlight”
Graham is beckoned to a magical diamond
built on an Iowa cornfield. Graham finally
gels the at-bat he never had as a big leaguer
decades earlier and hits a sacrifice fly.

In real life, Graham never did get that at-
bat. But he fulfilled his dream of becoming a
successful physician. He spent 50 years as a
doctor, 44 of them working for schools in

At long last: Retroactive baseball cards honor
‘Moonlight' Graham three decades after his death.

» Born: Nov. 9, 1876, in.
Fayetteville, N.C. ‘

P Died: Aug. 25, 1965,
in Chisholm, Minn. %

» Nickname: Best
guess of where “Moon-
light” came from was
made by WP Kinsella,
who wrote about Graham
i the book Shoeless Joe.
He said Graham suffered
from insomnia and often
took moonlight strolis.

Chisholm, Minn.

He died in 1965 at age 89, but his legacy
lives on in his small northern Minnesota
hometown. The Doc “Moonlight” Graham
Memorial Scholarship Fund was established
in 1993 and has thus far awarded 13 $500
scholarships to Chisholm High School gradu-

ating seniors.

The Fund has raised money by selling
baseball trading cards bearing his image.
The series began with a rookie card and has
grown with unique additions.

One card poses the question, “What if
Moonlight Graham had played in the 1905

Series?” The front is a drawing of Graham in
his NL jersey; the back discusses in detail
the players and managers that starred in
that World Series.

The latest card, introduced in 1999, pairs
Graham with Shoeless Joe Jackson, another
player featured in Field of Dreams.

The 1999 card postulates that Jackson and
Graham might have befriended each other
in real life on a baseball diamond.

Jackson was known to have played base-
ball games around Chisholm after his ban-
ishment from the major leagues for his part
in the 1919 Black Sox scandal. According to
longtime residents of Chisholm, Graham
stayed active by playing baseball around his
hometown, so he might have played with
Shoeless Joe.

The idea alone made for an interesting
baseball card, said Mike Kalibabky, produc-
er of the card set and co-creator of the Doc
Graham Memorial Scholarship Fund.

“The whole idea of Jackson and Graham
actually meeting in real life makes the hairs
on my neck stand on end,” he said. “Talk
about fantasy drifting into reality.”

For more information on Doc “Moonlight’
Graham cards and the Graham Scholarshi
Fund, call Kalibabky at (218) 254-2174 or g
to www.cardmall.com/moonlight-graham.
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The Twins continue to engage in con-
" {racts talks with Brad Radke while pro-

tecting themselves by listening 0 trade
proposals for him.

They believe Radke will command at
Jeast a four-year deal for about $90‘m||—
lion, and they already have received

of offers for their ace.

Still, the Twins hope to sign Radke
before the start of the season. He is eli-
gible for free agency after 2000.

| would like to address it sooner rath-
er than later,” general manager Terry

Ryan said.

» The Twins, who provided a chance
for reliever Bob Wells to turn around his
career last season, rewarded him with a
two-year, $1.8 million contract. Wells,
8-3 with a 3.81 ERA last year, could be-
come the closer. He pitched in 76

in 1999, tying for the AL lead.

» The club continues to show mild in-
terest in third baseman Ed Sprague and
outfielder Butch Huskey.

D Yankees
www.yankees.com

The (Newark) Star-Ledger reported
that the Yankees and closer Mariano
Rivera have discussed a four-year deal
that would make the 30-year-old right-
hander baseball’s highest-paid reliever.
There were indications the deal might be
done soon, although Rivera's agent,
Jim Bronner, downplayed the notion.
“We've talked about it, but nothing's
close,” Bronner said Jan. 14. “Unless
something happens between now and
(Jan. 17, the date teams and players
must submit their requests), we plan to
file figures.”

» New catching instructor Bob Di-
dier will be stationed pehind the plate
during games. Previous catching in-
structors have generally watched from
the bullpen.

“This will give us a scout-coach
thing,” general manager Brian Cash-
man said. “Bob will look at how we
should be pitching to guys, how we're
handling pitchers. It's a new view."

Didier, 50, has been an advance
scout for the Yanks since 1997. He was
a big-league catcher from 1969-74. He
| | joins former Met and Yankee Lee Maz-
Zilli as new additions to manager Joe
Torre's staff.

» Would Cashman be interested if At-
lanta reliever John Rocker were avail-
able? “| don't think that’s something I'd
want to pursue,” Cashman said. “And |
haven’t made any calls about him.”

Third base coach Willie Randolph
doesn't have any sympaty for Rocker,
but he doesn't think baseball has to do
much, if anything, to punish him for his

e e

remarks.

“| don't think they need to suspend
him or take his pay away from him,”
Randolph said. “l don't think that serves
any real purpose.”

Randolph said the punishment will
come naturally as he interacts with his
teammates and other baliplayers. “This
is something he has to deal with for the
rest of his life,” Randolph said.

» Cashman has laid out a challenge
to Shane Spencer and Ricky Ledee,
who enter spring training as a left field

platoon.

“One of the reasons we did the (Chad)
Curtis deal (with the Rangers) was to
give Spencer and Ledee a real chance
1o go with it and win the job,” Cashman
said. “In theory, the organization would
like one of them to step up and flat-out
win the thing.”

www.oaklandathletics.com

After years of spending February and
Man:h_ln Florida, Jason lsri sen
is looking forward to his first spring train-

ing in Arizona.
It's about a month away, and the
closer will report to Phoenix with a new
one-year deal. It's possible talks on a
long-term deal could rekindle in midsea-
son. Isringhausen becomes a free agent
after 2001.

\sringhausen, who became the closer
in the final five weeks of 1999, earning
eight consecutive saves, brought up the
possibility of a multiyear contract. The
A's were interested, but after signing
starter Omar Olivares to @ new two-
year, $8 million deal, they weren't ready
for a multiyear pact.

» General manager Billy Beane
doesn't care for the suggestion that the
A's could begin the season as AL West
favorites. He points to improved Seattle
and still-formidable Texas.

“As opposed to the last couple of
years, we've gota realistic chance this

ar” Beane said. “But to call us the fa-
vorite is a little presumptuous."

» The only player onthe roster still eli-
gible for arbitration is pitcher Ariel Prie-
to, injured the last two seasons. Prieto
has pitched well in winter ball.

“The challenge for Ariel is 10 keep
healthy this year” Beane said. “It re-
mains to be seen what we can expect
from him this year.”

WWW.mariners.org

The revamped Mariners might not be
enticing enough to dissuade Ken Grif-
fey Jr. from leaving, but they're enough
to persuade observers that Seattle is a
contender.

When Aaron Sele signed a last-
minute deal with the Mariners, after Bal-
timore pulled a four-year agreement off
the table, he became the sixth free
agent general manager Pat Gillick
signed since the season ended. Hejoins
John Olerud, relievers Kazuhiro Sasa-
ki and Arthur Rhodes, and utility play-
ers Mark McLemore and Stan Javier.

“We're going to be competitive,” Gil-
lick said. “A lot can happen. Injuries can
play apartin what you do. But | think we
have probably made progress on the
Texas Rangers. . . . | guess you can say
we put our money where our mouth is.”

But Gillick said the Mariners' upgrade
is unlikely to impact the Griffey situation.

“We're going by the joint statement
originally released,” Gillick said, referring
1o Griffey’s stated desire to move on.
“Wa're going to try to comply with Ken's
request, and that's trying to get him
closer to home."

» Pitcher Frankie Rodriguez, 27,
claimed off waivers from Minnesota on
May 26, agreed to a one-year contract
with the Mariners Saturday. Rodriguez
was 2-4 with three saves and a 565
ERA in 28 games for Seattle, but a 1.40
ERA in 19% innings at Safeco Field.

» Outfielder Brian Hunter became
the only Mariner to file for salary arbitra-
tion. He made $1.75 milion last season.

» The Mariners bulked up their in-
ternational scouting department Sat-
urday. They hired Wayne Norton as
Canada scouting supervisor, Patrick
Guerrero as Dominican Republic scout,
Rafael Santo Domingo as Puerto Rico
scout and Pedro Avila and Luis Fuen-
mayor as Venezuela scouts.

“Over 21% of all players in the majors
last season were international players,”
said Roger Jongewaard, Mariners vice
president of scouting and player devel-
opment. “All five of the scouts we were
able to add to our staff today are very
successful, experienced international
scouts who can come in and make an
immediate contribution to the Mariners.”

www.devilray.com

From the start of the free-agent proc-
ess, Steve Trachsel insisted he wanted
to play for the Devil Rays. He finally
proved his point by accepting a risky

one-year contract.

Trachsel, who made $5.1 million with
the Cubs last season, agreed to 2
million contract with $4.5 million in in-
centives, much of which would be de-
ferred.

The former All-Star was coming off an
18-loss season and did not generale a
lot of interest on the market.

“ think if anybody has something to
prove this year, he would certainly be
one of the top candidates,” manager
Larry Rothschild said.

B After breaking his hand, getting re-
leased in Toronto and spending part of
the season at Triple-A, Dave Hollins has
no illusions about his role with the Rays.
He signed a minor league deal and is
expected to compete for a backup posi-
tion.

“The positions I've played are all tak-
en by pretty good players, SO what |
hope to dois be a swing man between
first and third, and maybe DH, when
someone needs a break,” Hollins said.

The Rays also signed catcher John
Marzano, first baseman Ryan Jackson
and right-hander Marc Valdes to minor
league deals.

e

www.texasrangers.com

General manager Doug Melvin
thought his offseason shopping was
complete when he signed free-agent
pitcher Kenny Rogers. Owner Tom
Hicks thought differently.

He “challenged me" to get something
done with Darren Oliver, Melvin said.

The GM accepted the challenge and
signed the free-agent left-hander to a
three-year, $19 million deal.

“Kenny Rogers was our No. 1 priori-
ty,” said Hicks. “We had to have a
proven, experienced left-hander. Get-
ting Darren Oliver is a bonus.”

Oliver, 9-9 with 24.26 ERAin 30 starts

for St. Louis last year, returns to his origi-
nal organization. He was drafted by the
Rangers and pitched in Texas for 5%
years before being traded to St. Louis in

1998.

The Rangers believe their pitching, for
once, is a strength. Oliver joins a staff
that includes Rogers, Justin Thomp-
son, Rick Helling and Esteban Loaiza
in the rotation, and All-Stars John Wet-
teland and Jeff Zimmerman, hard-
throwers Tim Crabtree and Francisco

DRERIT————— L

Prodigal son: Rangers pitcher Darren Qliver is on his secon
with Texas, as are Kenny Rogers and Rick Helling.

d lefties Mike Venafro and

“This is the best pit
been here,” said Melvin.

be weaker with seC-
Gabe Kapler and roo-

s Juan Gonzalez, Tom
odd Zeile. Lamb, the
Il try to make the jump
Melvin, though, isn't
likely to make any mo

better offensively than
n said. “We might not
have to score as ma

Ready for comeba
1997-98, when he posted ERAs

Ayear ago, right-hander Paul Quan-
qmu was in the hospital after breaking his
right femur in a snowmoabile accident.

Q\Mntrill. who didn't return to the club
until June 15, celebrated the anniversa-
ry of his accident by working out with
some teammates at the Jays' minor
league complex in Dunedin, Fla.

“You wouldn't even know it was the

same guy,” manager Jim Fregosi said.
“| was really happy to see the way he
looked, and | can’t tell you what it
means to have him 100% healthy for the
entire season.”

In his half-season of 1999, Quantrill
was 3-2 with a 3.33 ERA in 41 appear-
ances. After some initial success, how-
ever, Quantrill, 31, went through a rough
stretch, and Fregosi responded by not
bringing him into games in crucial situa-
tions. Now, with the added recovery
time, Fregosi says Quantrill will resume
his role as one of the rocks inthe bullpen
as he was in '97 and "98.

» Fregosi also had conversations
with left-hander David Wells, who
dropped by the complex to say hello to
some of his teammates.

Fregosi said Wells is over the “get-
me-out-of-here” snit he had in Decem-
ber when he asked his agent to request
a trade.

“t the time he was hearing his name
come up again and again in trade ru-
mors, and | think he found that upset-
ting,” said Fregosi. “He just wants to
know where he’s going to be, and | told
him he'd be my starting pitcher the first

in April.”

» The Jays have three players who
are arbitration-efigible — second base-
man Homer Bush, first baseman/DH
David Segui and catcher Alberto Cas-
tillo. Pitcher John Frascatore signed a
two-year, $1.85 million deal Monday.

General manager Gord said the
club wants to sign Bush to 2 multiyear
contract. In his first season as an every-
day player, Bush posted a .320 average,
69 runs scored, 26 doubles 55 RBI and
32 stolen bases.

By Linda Kaye, AP

clc Paul Quantrill is eyeing.a retw? 10 his form of |
of 1.94 and 2.59 in relief with Blue Jays.



Center
bone in his right hand while removing
Christmas decorations from his family’s
home in , Colo. Initial medical re-
ports indicate Finley will be ready for
spring training.

P Reliever Bobby Chouinard’s case
will go through the proper legal chan-
nels, but indications are that he'll never
again pitch for the Diamondbacks. On
Christmas Eve, Chouinard was arrested
on domestic violence charges.

“We'll let the legal process run its
course, and we'll react accordingly,”
manager Buck Showalter said.

P Closer Matt Mantei signed a one-
year contract Jan. 14 for $2.8 million
plus incentives. Mantei, who played an
integral role in stabilizing what had been
an ematic bullpen in the final three
months after his arrival from Florida, had
been seeking a three-year deal in the

neighborhood of $16 million..

+ Atlanta
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John Rocker tried to repair his tat-
tered public image last week by granting
an interview with Peter Gammons on
ESPN and meeting with Hank Aaron
and civil rights leader and former U.N.
ambassador Andrew Young. Aaron had
been one of Rocker's harshest critics
since the release of the Sports lllustrated
article with Rocker’s racial remarks.

Aaron said Rocker was more much
convincing in person than in the in-
terview with Gammons. “The way he
said it on ESPN with Peter Gammons
(admitting he was wrong) was not the
way to say it,” Aaron said. “He just put
more fuel on the fire. . . . I've got to leamn
more about him, but | do forgive him."”

Meanwhile, first baseman Randall Si-
mon said from the Dominican Republic
on Saturday that he knew Rocker was
talking about him when he called an un-
named teammate a “fat monkey.” He al-
so said Rocker lied when he told Gam-
mons he had called the player that
name to his face and characterized it as
locker room humor.

“If he said that to my face, I'd tear him
up, and one of us would be suspended
right now,” Simon said.

Also Saturday, Rocker played in Den-
nis Martinez’s charity softball game Mi-
ami. Shunned by some of his team-
mates, the reliever received a mix of
boos and cheers from the crowd.

> With the acquisition of Reggie
Sanders, Quilvio Veras and Wally
Joyner from the Padres, the Braves are
feeling good about the completeness of
their team. The only real hole is on the
bench where the Braves might sign an
additional outfielder. With Sanders, An-
druw Jones and Brian Jordan starting,
the only outfielders with a realistic
chance to make the team are George
Lombard and Brian Hunter, whose pri-
mary position is first base.

©
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The Cubs have invited No.1 draft
choice Corey Patterson to spring train-
ing but insist he will not make the Open-

ing Day roster.
the Cubs’ center fielder

one full season in the minors (at Class A
Lansing) and is slated for Double-A this
summer.

“He'll take this as an opportunity to
see what =i

By Eric Risberg, AP

Moving on: Not even hitting .300 could prevent a fourth trade involving
Alex Ochoa, who spent 1999 with the Brewers.

Fall League with four homers, 24 RBI
and eight steals in 35 games.

The Cubs plan to use newly acquired
Damon Buford in center, but Patterson
is expected to advance quickly and
could be in Chicago by late summer.

P Seeking backup help in the infield,
the Cubs signed Jeff Huson, 35, and in-
vited him to spring camp.

Huson has spent parts of 11 seasons
in the majors with six teams. He batted
.262 in 97 games at Anaheim last sea-
son.

. Cincinnati
S peds |

~www.cincinnatireds.com

Short of right-handed firepower off
the bench, general manager Jim Bow-
den acquired Alex Ochoa from the
Brewers for outfielder Mark Sweeney,
a left-hander used mostly as a pinch-
hitter, and a player to be named.

“We feel Alex came into his own last
year with the bat, hitting .300 in 277 at-
bats,” said Bowden.

Ochoa, 27, will play with his fourth
team in four seasons.

Sweeney led the Reds with 11 pinch-
hits and two pinch-hit home runs. Even
though he was hitting .375, Sweeney
was caught in a roster squeeze and was
optioned to Triple-A Indianapolis on May
16 and didn't return until Sept. 1.

P When the Reds report to spring
training, 11 non-roster players report, in-
cluding former big leaguers Larry Leub-
bers, Bobby Munoz, Terrell Wade,
Brooks Kieschnick, Chris Sexton and

www.coloradorockies.com

Masato Yoshii, whose clutch pitch-
ing down the stretch helped propel the
Mets to the playoffs, was traded Jan. 14
to the Rockies for left-handed pitcher
Bobby M. Jones and minor league
pitching prospect Lariel Gonzalez

Yoshii, who turns 35 in April, has nev-
er pitched at Coors Field, where the av-
erage score in 1999 was 8-7. Yoshii was
12-8 with a 4.40 ERA. What the Rockies
liked most about him was his control.
He walked 2.9 batters per nine innings in
13 seasons in the Japanese Central
League and 2.9 in his two years with the
Mets.

Last season, when Rockies pitchers
issued three or fewer walks in a game at
Coors, their record was 18-8, but when
they walked five or more, it was 15-30.

“What we liked about him was his

ability to change speeds and throw
strikes,” said manager Buddy Bell.

P Pending a physical, the Rockies
signed outfielder Darren Bragg to a
one-year contract with a second-year
option. With Bragg in the fold as a back-
up to Jeffrey Hammonds, Tom Good-
win and Larry Walker, the Rockies of-
fered to package outfielder Edgard
Clemente in the Yoshii trade, but the
Mets insisted on Gonzalez.

rliins
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Right-hander Brad Penny looked at
all the young power arms during the
club’s pitching mini-camp last week,
then envisioned something special in
the not-too-distant future.

“You can mold this into a Braves-type
rotation,” said Penny, 22.

Coming off a stellar performance in
the Arizona Fall League (1.64 ERA,
league-leading 36 strikeouts), Penny is
the favorite for the fifth rotation spot.

The Marlins say Penny is ready to
pitch in the majors. He was acquired
from Arizona last July with right-hander
Viadimir Nunez and top outfield pros-
pect Abraham Nunez for Matt Mantei,

Nunez retums to the rotation with
Alex Fernandez, Ryan Dempster and
A.J. Burnett, the colorful rookie who
went 4-2 with a 3.48 ERA in seven late-
season starts after struggling (6-12, 5.52
ERA) at Double-A Portland.

P Josh Beckett, 19, drew curious
glances from Marlins pitchers and
catchers on the first day of the four-day
minicamp at Pro Player Stadium. It was
their first look at the hard-throwing Tex-
as phenom, who landed a four-year, $7
million major league contract after being
the No. 2 overall pick in the June draft.

He is the third high school player to
receive a major league contract in the
34-year history of the draft, along with
Todd Van Poppel, 1999, and Alex Rodri-
guez, 1993,

Though Beckett must be carried on
the 40-man roster, he will be assigned to
Class A Kane County or Brevard Coun-
ty, with his expected date of amival in the
majors in 2002 or 2003.

Www.astros.com

The Astros are encouraged by the
progress of Moises Alou, who missed
last season with a tom anterior cruciate
ligament in his left knee.

back in both legs, and the doctors are
extremely optimistic that he'll be back at
full strength when he comes to spring
training,” general manager Gerry Hun-
sicker said. “The biggest hurdle for Mo
is getting himself back into baseball
shape and shedding some of the rust.”

With the offseason trades of outfield-
ers Carl Everett and Derek Bell, Alou will
be counted on heavily to produce offen-
sively. He finished third in the NL MVP
race after hitting .312 with 38 home runs
and 124 RBI in 1998.

P Right-hander Scott Elarton, who
underwent offseason rotator-cuff sur-
gery, has been cleared to begin light
throwing. The big question is whether
he will be ready to start the season. If
healthy, he will assume a spot in the ro-
tation. If he is unable to pitch early on,
the Astros will most likely feature a rota-
tion of Jose Lima, Shane Reynolds,
Octavio Dotel, Dwight Gooden and
Chris Holt.

When the Dodgers traded Eric Young
last month, they not only created a hole
at second base but also left a void atop
the order. With no replacement in the or-
ganization to fill either spot, the Dodgers
turned to shortstop Mark Grudziela-
nek.
When he was a player, manager Da-
vey Johnson switched from shortstop
to second base, and he's asked Grud-
zielanek, the first Dodgers shortstop
since 1963 to hit .300 in a season, to do
the same.

After initially balking at the idea, Grud-
zielanek talked with Johnson and has
started working out at second with for-
mer big-league shortstop Bucky Dent
last week in Florida.

“All | know about the position is they
say it's easier,” Grudzielanek said. “Be-
ing able to pivot (on double plays) is the
difference.”

P Grudzielanek’s move leaves the
Dodgers in need of a shortstop, but at
least they have options.

Slick-fielding Alex Cora is the leading
candidate because he batted .308 with
Triple-A  Albuquerque. Juan Castro,
perhaps the best fielding infielder in the
organization, and veteran Jose Viz-
caino also will battle for the job.

The shift of Grudzielanek sparked talk
that the Dodgers could make a run for
Seattle’s Alex Rodriguez after the 2000
season.

» One-time NL Rookie of the Year
Todd Hollandsworth avoided arbitra-
tion by signing a one-year contract for
$1.45 million. Hollandsworth will be a
free agent after the season.

www.milwaukeebrewers.com

For the first time in his career, Mark
Loretta will enter spring training with a
starting job and a multiyear contract,
Loretta, who bailed the team out at first
base and other infield spots in recent
seasons, signed a three-year contract
worth $11 million. He will start at short-
stop.

» Jaime Navarro and injury-plagued
right-hander John Snyder willjoin an al-
ready huge field competing for spots in
the rotation. Right-handers Steve Woo-
dard, Jamey Wright and Jimmy
Haynes appear to have the first three
spots clinched. Competitors for the final
two spots include right-handers Juan
Acevedo, Jason Bere, Rocky
pinger, Jeff D'Amico, Navamo, Kyle
Peterson and Snyder and lefties Bill
Pulsipher and Rafael .

P Seeking an experienced left-hand-
ed pinch-hitter for his bench, general
manager Dean Taylor dealt outfielder
Alex Ochoa to the Reds for Mark
Sweeney and a player to be named.
The departure of Ochoa, who was eligi-
ble for salary arbitration, makes James
Mouton a leading candidate to win the
fifth outfield spot.

&% Montreal
I, 4, ST

The Expos decided not to take any
chances with Tony Armas Jr.’s future,
shutting down the promising right-han-
der's winter season after he suffered a -
sprained right elbow while pitching in
Venezuela.

The son of the Oakland and Boston
slugger of the same name was exam-
ined by team physician Dr. Larry Cough-
lin in Montreal on Jan. 11 after un-
dergoing an MRl in Florida. Although no
ligament damage was found, Armas,
21, will not resume throwing before Feb.
10 at the earliest.

General manager Jim Beattie felt
that Venezuela's disastrous weather
conditions contributed to his top

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)

Switch: The Dodgers are eyeing Mark Grudzielanek, a shor
topped .300 twice in his five big-league seasons, to be their next second
“He almost has maximum strength baseman, provided thev can find a new shortstop. TR,

shortstop who has




spect’s elbow woes.
u "Tonywembackomlopitchandiust
" sort of felt a little twinge in his elbow,”
said Beattie. “At least there was no
problem with the stabilty of the elbow.”

Armas, acquired from Boston along
with Carl Pavano in the Pedro Martinez
trade, went 9-7 with a 2.89 ERA for Dou-
ble-A Harrisburg last season.

P Beattie addressed the team'’s need
for an experienced backup catcher on
Jan. 13 by signing Lenny Webster, 34,
who had two previous stints with the
team in 1994 and 1996, to a minor
league contract.

Waebster, who hit .140 in 22 games
with Baltimore and Boston last season,
was one of six non-roster players invited
to spring training. Others were third
baseman Andy Tracy, catcher Yohan-
ny Valera, and right-handed pitchers
Bryan Hebson, Yovanny Lara and
Matt Skrmetta.

» Anthony Telford became the third
pitcher—after Graeme Lloyd and Hide-
ki Irabu—to sign a multiyear deal with
the Expos this offseason when he
agreed to a two-year, $2 million deal on
Jan. 14.

Telford, 33, who made $350,000 last
season while going 5-4 with a 5.94 ERA
and two saves in 79 relief appearances,
will eam $700,000 this season and
$1.15 million in 2001. The team has an
option for $1.35 million in 2002, with a
$150,000 buyout.

By s Fler
Precaution: To avoid complica-
tions, the Expos shut down blue-
chip prospect Tony Armas Jr.

Continuing to tiptoe a fine line be-
tween upgrading his roster and trim-

ming his payroll, general manager Steve
Phillips dealt Masato Yoshii to the
Rockies for left-hander Bobby M.
Jones and minor league pitcher Lariel
Gonzalez. Jones might join right-han-
der Bobby J. Jones in the rotation.

Phillips cited flexibility as the main
reason for dealing Yoshii and his $3 mil-
tion salary for two pitchers who strug-
gled last season. Although Yoshii was
the Mets’ best pitcher for the last two
months of 1999, his contract became a
burden when the Mets dealt for Mike
Hampton, whom they are trying to sign
to a long-term deal.

Hampton appears interested in dis-
cussing a long-term deal with the Mets,
an option he didn't give the Astros be-
fore he was traded last month. He will
earn $5.75 million this season in the last
year of his contract.

The Mets took a similar risk with Mike
Piazza two years ago but signed him

By H. Rumph Jr., AP

Leverage: Bobby Abreu finished third in the NL batting race last season
and placed among the Top Five in runs, triples and on-base percentage.

he doesn't throw all that hard. We're
hoping with his mechanics and maturity,
he'll get quicker. We hope we've uncov-

ered a gem.

» Nickels has been shifted from in-
ternational scouting supervisor to direc-
tor of pro scouting. That opens the way
for Bill Clark, who takes over the in-
ternational duties after 10 years in that
capacity with the Braves. Clark, 67,
claims a network of scouts spanning 55
nations, but won't overlook San Diego's
backyard.

“Mexico is a target” Clark said.
sMexico doesn't have the player base of
the Dominican or Venezuela, but it’s the
closest country to San Diego, and the
club is making a big effort to market the
team there. The Padres have never
signed and developed a top quality
Mexican player. Personally, that's my
No. 1 goal.”

» Building on discussions from the
winter meetings, the Padres reopened
trade talks over Toronto outfielder Jose
Cruz Jr. Talks did not progress, however,
because of the Blue Jays' desire to link
Cruz with costly left-hander David Wells.

“'ve spoken to the Blue Jays about
Cruz,” general manager Kevin Towers
acknowledged. “Are we close toa deal?
No.”

www.stgiants.com

Setup man John Johnstone
a two-year, $3.35 million
avoiding arbitration. i

Johnstone, 31, posted a 2.60 ERA
last season but missed September with
a back injury. He had a 1.47 ERA
through Aug. 8 before slumping. 3

He hurt his back in an automobile
cident in late August but now says he's
“throwing with no pain.” f
~ Johnstone received a $250,000 Sign
ing bonus and will get base salaries o
$1.05 million in 2000 and $2.05 million ir
2001. He can earn an additiona
$150,000 in incentives.

P Johnstone's signing leaves Ala
Embree and Felix Rodriguez as thi
team’s only unsigned, arbitration-eligi
ble players.

» Barry Bonds, hoping to improv
his marketability, switched agents eve
though he's signed through 2001.

Bonds left the Beverly Hills Spor
Council and signed on with Scott Bora:

He'll make $10.7 million in 2000 an
$10.3 million in 2001. He hasn't aske
for an extension.

do Benitez and Rey Ordonez.

@ypnu
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adelphia

The Phillies are trying to avoid arbitra-
tion with right fielder Bobby Abreu by
offering a multiyear contract to the bud-
ding star who finished third in the NL in
hitting last season with a .335 average.

General manager Ed Wade ap-
proached Abreu’s agent,” Pete Green-
berg, with a four-year offer worth a re-
ported $8.5 million last spring. Abreu,
25, tumed it down and played for
$400,000.

If no agreement can be reached on a
long-term deal, the two sides will focus
on a one-year contract.

“We're not close,” said Greenberg.

The Phillies have gone to an arbitra-
tion hearing only five times in history but
have prevailed in each case.

» The new year brought the Phillies
renewed hope that they can secure a
stadium deal in time to have a new ball-
park for 2003.

New mayor John Street has made it
clear that obtaining new stadiums for
the Phillies and Eagles is a priority.

Street has appointed a committee of
community leaders to review plans and
recommend the best way to proceed.

» Curt Schilling thinks he can beat
the May 15 target date for his retumn fol-
lowing arthroscopic shoulder surgery.

“ feel good,” he said. “The therapy
has been going great. I'm shooting for
the middle of April ... The middle of
May is a worst-case scenario.”

PIRATES Pittsburgh
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The Pirates continue to come up
empty in their bid to acquire a closer.

“We haven't made a lot of progress,”
conceded general manager Cam Boni-
fay. “Teams are asking for certain things
that we don't feel like we have the depth
to give up.”

The Pirates and Texas talked earlier
last week, but no deal was reached. The
Pirates wanted relievers Jeff Zimmer-
man or Francisco Cordero.

The Pirates also talked to the agent of
Ricky Bottalico, who last week signed
with Kansas City.

Right-hander Mike Williams led the
Pirates with 23 saves last season but
had an unsightly 14.48 ERA after
Aug. 11. He will likely go into spring
training as the closer.

A darkhorse candidate is right-hander
Mike Garcia, who made seven relief ap-
pearances last September asa 31-year-

old rookie. Garcia has had a solid winter
in Mexico, going 1-0 with eight saves
and a 3.44 ERA in 16 games.

Right-hander Rich Loiselle saved 29
games as a rookie in 1997 and 19 in
1938. He had reconstructive elbow sur-
gery last July, however, and probably
won't be ready to pitch until June.

» Contrary to news reports, the Pi-
rates are not actively pursuing free agent
Bobby Bonilla to be their third baseman.
Bonilla's agent, Danny Horwits, contact-
ed the Pirates, but the interest is slight.

Once they signed Andy Benes to a
three-year, $18 million deal, the Cardi-
nals approached left-hander Darren Ol-
iver, but he signed instead with Texas
for $18 million.

The Cardinals offered Oliver $24 mil-
lion for four years last fall but pulled it
back when he didn’t accept. .

» Adam Kennedy, who finished
1999 as the regular second baseman,
might be a utility player at best and
could even go back to Triple-A Memphis
to sharpen his skills at second. “If he
can prove he belongs on the club, he'll
be on the club,” said manager Tony La
Russa.

Kennedy's second base days with
the Cardinals have ended, at least for
now, with the acquisition of Fernando
Vina from Milwaukee. He likely will play
a lot of outfield this spring.

» The Cardinals have offered short-
stop Edgar Renteria a multiyear con-
tract. Renteria, who hit .275 with 37
steals, filed for arbitration, as did right-
hander Kent Bottenfield, who won 18

games.
Bottenfield has been offered both
one-year and multiyear contracts.
Morris, Alan Benes and Mike Moh-
ler are other abitration candidates.

g, San Diego
5 Penes)
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The Padres’ efforts to bolster their in-
ternational scouting presence paid off in
their first signing of an amateur player
from Japan.

Left-hander Nobuaki Yoshida, 18,
will report to extended spring training af-
ter he graduates from Sendai Technical
High School in Tokyo in March. Yoshida,
(3:-1 and 180 pounds, came to the atten-
tion of scout Gary Nickels when he was
in Japan to view pro leagues.

“He's a good-sized kid with a lanky
body and good mechanics,” Nickels
said. “He has good offspeed stuff, but
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Needs leHelp!

Tampa Bay, FL
March 14 & 15, 2000

Attention baseball fans...we need your help! If you are
going to be in the Tampa Bay/St. Petersburg area on the
dates above, please join us in a special focus group to
help improve our magazine. We'll talk all about
Baseball Weekly...what you like/dislike, what you
would like to see more/less in every issue. Here’s your
chance to be heard!

Call, fax or email us your name and
daytime phone number today!

CALL
1-800-356-5650
FAX
1-800-242-4595
OR E-MAIL

BBWfocusgroup@usatoday.com
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Some of the new haliparks
might feel a little drafty

One of the lessons learned in
1999 was that ballpark factors are
still something to be reckoned
with, and they don’'t begin and end
with Coors Field.

Seattle’s Safeco Field will make
Aaron Sele, Jamie Moyer, Freddy
Garcia, John Halama and perhaps
Gil Meche well-paid fantasy pitch-
ers in 2000 drafts. But how about
the new parks — what will be the

@ CBS SbortsLﬁ
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field line) should have a predict-
able effect on lefty and righty hit-
ters. Bump up Jeff Kent, Ellis
Burks and new catcher Bobby Es-
talella; bump down J.T. Snow, Ar-
mando Rios and Bill Mueller.

The biggest fantasy impact —
again, just as Safeco was in the sec-
ond half of last season — will be
that we should expect good num-
bers from Detroit pitching. And

Enron Effect? Will there be a Pac-
Bell Pinch? How about a Comerica Corollary?

Darin and Jason Brown explore the issue on the Roto-
news Web site (www.rotonews.net/basebawfeatures/
newsparks.cfm), and while we can't be certain of how a
ball will carry (the main pitcher-friendly effect of Safe-
co0), we can certainly assume that massive power alleys
might take the juice out of power numbers.

Here are some of the Browns’ findings:

» Houston: All hitters benefit, especially right-handed
power hitters, but ground-ball pitchers could benefit from
the natural grass infield.

» San Francisco: Overall offense should be about the
same, with hits going up and home runs going down.

P Detroit: Pitchers will love it, especially fly-ball pitch-
ers whose mistakes will be caught. Right-handed power
hitters (even those named Gonzo?) will suffer.

I agree with all of the above, and I think we'll find that
in the heat of drafting, many of the new ballparks’ effects
will be forgotten. A little voice will try to tell you to go the
extra buck on an Astros pitcher or on that Tigers left-
handed slugger.

So be sure to rank players accordingly, but that doesn't
mean pufting Willie Blair on your must-get list.

Just as Safeco hurt David Bell but didn't really affect
Ken Griffey Jr., Comerica Park’s 37-foot deeper power al-
ley in left field won't turn Juan Gonzalez into a doubles hit-
ter, but should make Damion Easley and maybe even
Dean Palmer less attractive. o

PacBell’s lopsided dimensions (420-foot alley in right,
365 feet in left and a 307-foot pooch shot down the right-

A
that’s certainly something we
haven't seen since, oh, 1984.

Brian Moehler, Jeff Weaver, Dave Mlicki and Blair sud-
denly go from $1-§5 roster fill to guys you actually want to
have on your roster. And I still like C.J. Nitkowski, who
had a 3.86 ERA in seven starts at the end of last season.

GETTING A DATE: Some leagues are already in a
quandary about setting a date for their auctions, a task
complicated by the late-March trip to Tokyo by the Mets
and Cubs. Though these games will count as regular-
season games, your league should keep April 3 as the offi-
cial Opening Day date for drafting purposes, since rosters
won't be finalized until then.

BIG DEAL: Has there ever been a more ho-hum trade
than the Brewers-White Sox deal last week? In case you
missed it, pitchers Jaime Navarro and John Snyder went
to Milwaukee for shortstop Jose Valentin and pitcher Cal
Eldred.

These four had a combined Rotisserie value in 1999
somewhere around Milwaukee’s record low temperature.
Snyder and Valentin are the only ones with upside, though
you might want to pay a buck for Valentin, then hope for
an early hot streak to trade him. Snyder had a nice start
last season, going 6-1 with a 2.00 ERA before I picked him
up.

The biggest positive impact of the deal is that it makes
a full-time shortstop of Mark Loretta. The deal also adds
to the huge jumble in the Brewers’ rotation behind Steve
Woodard, Jamey Wright and Jimmy Haynes with Snyder,

By Ed Zurga, AP

Bye-bye bandbox: The Tigers’ new ballpark might hurt
Detroit hitters such as Dean Palmer, above, but help Tiger
pitchers like Dave Mlicki, below.

B

By Kevin Karzin, AP

Navarro; Bill Pulsipher, Juan Acevedo, Jason Bere, Kyle
Peterson and Rafael Roque. Oh my.

Mailbag

Previous question: What sites will you
be bookmarking this season?
Rotonews rooter

Without a doubt, Rotonews is the one

Who's your best bet for a sleeper refiev-
er in 20007 McGlinchy? Sasaki?

Next question: o
pitching.

for splits, budman.com for comparisons).
it Not sucking up, I carefully read what you
have to say — especially with respect to

the site suggested, and I believe they made

our league more enjoyable.
David M. Czarnecki
Wilmington, Del.

Pay service worth price
The sites that led me to my first champi-

Doug Dennis
Cincinnati

place to hit. Great — and often entertqin—
ing — insight on even the most borderline

players makes it a premier site.
Jay Cohen

Midlothian, Va.

ng up, buffet style
L 1 go to individuals I respect the most for

jhunt@usatoday.com

an edge: Ron Shandler (baseballhq.com),
Rob Neyer (espn.com and robneyer.com)
and then I get news (fastball.com, roto-
news.com, rotoworld.com) and then [ get
benchmark stats on individuals (espn.com

Player and rules tips

A quality Web site I like that I'm not
sure a lot of people know about is
www.kamikazesports.com. The site has
many features including tips on players to
pick and suggestions on making your
league better. Our fantasy league has
adopted a couple of the rules innovations

onship season last season are sure to find a
way to my bookmarks this year. They are
fantistics.com (pay service) for their pre-
season draft kit and downloadable projec-
tions, and rotonews.com (free) for their |
daily news stories throughout the season.
Anthony Nardi
Tucson
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f Pick a team of 28 starters
using a $30,000,000 salary cap

ROSTER

* Starting team consists of 28 players:

2-DHs (any hitver)
2-15t basemen  2-Shortstops 8-Starting plichers
22nd basemen G-Outfleiders  4-Rellel piichers

* Starting team's salary cannot exceed the $30,000,000 salary
cap at any time.

* Taxi squad consists of any 12 players, They are your backups

and may be swilched onto your starting team for any reason

(injury, performance. match-ups. etc.)

5 WAYS TO EARN CASH PRIZES
* League (1 in 5 earns cash)
* Division (1 Iin 10 earns more cash)
* Overall (Top 100 eam lots of cash)
* Weekly (Top team eams $100 cash)
* All-Star Break (Div. leaders earn $100 cash)

1 in 25 will earn at least $6800

Overall
Prizes

(all entries)

Division
Prizes
(250 teams)

League
Prizes
(25 teams)

ENTRY DEADLINES

«Phone, fax, and Intemet entries must be received by 9 PM
CT Sunday, April 2nd. Mailed entries must ba postmarked
no later than April 1, 2000, and received no later than
Thursday, April 6, 2000,

COST TO PLAY

+529.95 for an entry by January 31, 2000.

539,95 for an entry by February 29, 2000

«$49 95 for an entry after February 29, 2000.

+$34.95 for an additional entry by February 29, 2000.

«§44.95 for an additional entry after February 29, 2000.

+515.00 for reports to be fmarled 1o a second address,

«§15.00 per address
rather than biseskly.

* Salary cap and position distribution rules do not apply for
the taxi squad, but do apply when switched onto the  stant-

ing team.
* Uniisted piayers can be placed on your taxi squad. Their

will be §750,000. They may be put into your starting kine-up
Sat.. April 8th, for games beginning Mon., April 10th,

LEAGUE FORMATION

= Leagues and divisions are formed on a first-come,
first-served basis.

= 25 tearns form a league. 10 leagues form a division.
+ All teams compete for the overall grand prize

1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th-101h
11th-25th
26th-100th

$25,000
$10,000
$5,000
$2,000
$1,000
$500
$250
$100

2,000 $600
$1,000 $300
$500 $100
$100 $50
$75 $25
$50
$25

=$15.00 10 raceiva both bi:weekly.and Intermnet reports.
TRANSACTION FEES
« Make player transactions using a toll-lree number or via the

Internet
+ The transaction fees are as follows:

REPORTS

* We calculate your league, division and overall position every week.
= Receive a five-page report weekly or bi-weekly. You auto-
matically receive bl-weekly reports with your entry fee, begin-

Plus $1p9 will be awarded to the overall leader
each week* and 1pg will be awarded to each divi-
sion leader at the All-Star break.

ning April 18, 2000.

* Receive complete transactions for all teams in your league
every other week

* Updated league rosters with the top 5 in your division & the top
g 5 overall sent the weeks of June 19 and Aug. 14, 2000.

+ Fax service available. Call for details. (1-800-568-6288)

= Dally reports available via the Internet.

laries are in 000

with April 16th

Top 25 overall finishers are
guaranteed to win at least 52,850!

Changes before season starts (unfimited) ..§1each
Taxi Squad Switch Mon-Sat (unlimited) . ...$2 each
Taxi Squad Switch Sunday (unfimited) .53 each
New Playar Purchase (limit 10) 5§10 each
DH Shift (unlimited)......... N _$2 each
Free Agent (limit 4). . . ...No Charge

1-8/27) (limit 2) ......85 each

Taxi Squad Roster Expansion (8/2
* Player transactions must be made by Sunday 11 PM CT
**IMPORTANT
The New York Mets and Chicage Cubs open
the regular season with games on March 29
and 30, 2000 in Tokyo, Japan. Stats from
these two games will NOT be used i the
2000 Baseball Weekly Diamond Challon

per tedm for reparts 10 be mailed woekly

SCORING
+ Each team will be ranked within its league, division and over-
all by five batting and five pitching categories:

Batiing Pitching
Batting Average Eamed Run Average (ERA)
Home Riins Wins
Runs Batted in (RB) Saves
Stolen Bases WHIP (Walks+Hits)innings Pitched
Auns Scored Birike Outs

«Rankings aré determined using the Rotisserie®styla ranking

lom..

':%:‘ﬂ"ﬂ are ranked by comparing their team totals to the other
teams: In their lsagUs, the team with the best total in each cat-
egory will receive 25 points and the team with the worst total
will receive 1 point.

« Division points are calculated by ranking your leam’s statistics
lotals versus the other 250 leams' statistics totals in your divi-
sion.

«Overall points are calculated by ranking your team's statistics
totals versus all other entries’ in the Baseball Weekly Diamond
Challenge.

- Stals are accumulated weekly for all 28 starting players. The
stal week begins with games played on Monday and ends
with games played on Sunday

+ Al statistics accumulaled by the players on the starting team,
regardless of what position they play during the season, con-
tribute to a team’s statistics totals. Pitchers' batting statistics
do not count

« Tax squad players stats do not contribute 1o your leam's stat fotals.

*Previous stats by o player before he was on your roster do
not count

« A player’s slatistics ane added to your leam's stalistics lotals

only during the weeks that ha is on your starting team

* Pre-season, all-siar, and post-season statisiics do not contribute

10 your team's statistics lolals. Statistics from games played

bators April 3. do nat count. Statistics will ba used from a play-

oft game, if needed, 1o decide a post-season leam.

ADDITIONAL RULES

*The Bassball Weeldy Diamond Challenge welcomes entries from
around the world. Al fees, however, must be paid with U.S.
funds. For Canadian, Mexican & overseas entries, please add
$15 to cover additional mailing costs. f needed, our toll number
is 1-314-991-1511.

* Player transactions cannot be made until your team has been
entered into the computer database. Mailed and faxed teams.
will be entered within five working days of receipt.

* Player transactions can be made with live commissioners or
via the Internet. Commissioners are avallable 9 AM-9 PM CT
Monday thru Saturday and 10 AM-11 PM CT Sundays.

* I you submit multiple entries, please specify if you would like
the teams enlered in the same or different leagues. Limit &
leams per customer per one league.

« If you and your friends would (ike 1o be Tn the same league,
please mail the entry forms in together and specify "Same
League® or call for spacial instructions. Limit 6 frends’ 1eams
per ona league.

* You must be 18 years or oider to participate.

*No employees of CDM, inc., USA TODAY, USA TODAY
Baseball Weekly, or their familles are eligible to play.

«CDM, Inc. is a licensee of the Gannett Sateliite Information

Network, Inc., and is solely responsible for enacting, adminis-

tering, enforcing the rules, and maintaining the integrity of The

Chai 3

+CDM, Inc. reserves the right to revise any rules to improve
the Baseball Weekly Diamond Chal

 Further explanation of all nules will ba contained in your Welcome
P:

ackage.
* If you have questions regarding the rules of the Sasabail Weekly
Diamond Challenge, call 1-800-568-6288.
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America’s Favorite Point-Style Game!
Play by phone at 1-888-676-2248 or via the Internet at http://baseba

ENTER EARLY & SAVE

Finish

total will be last.

@ To determing overall standings, all teams in Fantasy Baseball 2000 are

sorted by each team's total points.

#Points are accumulated weekly for all 28 starting players. The week
begins with the games played on Monday and ends with games played
on Sunday. The contest begins with Games on April 3, 2000,

A player's points are added o your team's point total only during the

weeks that he is on your starting fineup,

4 Bench players’ points do not contribute to your team’s point total for the

Wesks they are not on the starting lineup.

@Al points m:muhlaq by the players on the starting line-up,
regardiess of what position they play during the season, contribute to a

team's point tota,

# Pitchers’ batting points do not count.

+ The banch must consist of 8 hitters and 4 pitchers at all times.
 Previous points by a player before he was on your roster do not count.
4 Pre-season, all-star, and playoff points do not contribute to your leam's
point total. Points eamed before April 3, 2000 do ot count. Points will
ba used from a playoff game, if needed, to decide a post-season team.
@To determine weekly winners each Monday, the point totals from
games played the previous 7 days (Monday-Sunday) will be used. First
‘weekly prizes will be awarded April 17, 2000, and based on games played

April 10-16, 2000,

-% In ¥ % &)

nd play vi

the internet!

all2000 cdmspons.con

2nd 3rd dlh 5th 6-10 || 11-25 | 26-100 |101-200 | 201-250
‘g 00 $1,000 || $750 || s500 || s2s0 || 100 || ss0
“s“ CASH || CASH | CASH || CASH || CASH || CASH
$250 $25 Plus! A 50% off entry coupon to next year's
CASH CASH game will be awarded to each of the 24 teams
in the league with the Grand Prize Winner!

$50
CASH

eam
mummwwuwwmuammmwmﬂm .M teams compete for al overall and weeldy cash prizes.

)

Finish | Finish | Finish Finish Finish

Conqmlulatlons' To Last Year's Wlnner
Mike Schrieber, Davis, CA

1 [ LEAGUE STANDINGS |

$10
CASH

25 teams form a feague.
4 Leagues are formed on a first-come, first-served basis.
 Play in the same league with your friends. For details call 1-888-676-2248,

receive bi-woekly standings with your entry fee. (First mailing April 18th)
@ Know whal you are compeling against! Bi-weekly

standings include the lineup changes of the 25 teams in your league.

or visit our intemet site al OForsw,ymmnmshrningsmammmm
Wmm.m_cmm 0:;::3::; m .pel team, you can have standings mailed weekly
LINEUP Updated league fosters and lop 5 overall sent aflsr July 10, 2000.
e S - i
el " Clivenonances |

#To make player changes, a toll-fiee number and an account number
will be provided, or you may make changes via the Internel. The
deadline for all weckly player changes is Sunday at 11 PM CT; all
changes are effective in games played on the following Monday. Once
completed, a player change is final. The first deadlioe to make changes
s Sunday, April Oth,

4 Starting fineup's value cannal exceed $60,000,000.

#Bench consists of any 8 hitters and 4 pitchers. They are your backups
and may be placed onto your starting lineup for any reason (injury, poor
effort, etc)

4 Team value cap does not apply for the bench, but does apply when
switched onto the starting lineup.

 Unlisted players may be placed on the bench. Unlisted players have a
"value of $1,500,000. They may be put info your starting lineup on
Saturday, April 8th, for games beginning Monday, April 10th.

@ The fees for making changes are as follows:

Any player move before the season starts (unlimited)
Bench to Start Switch lun!iml[od]
New Player Purchase,
September Call-Up (8721 - BIZT]M 3
Switch DH to field position (uniimited) ...

Deadline for phone, fax, and Internet entries is 9 PM Central Time on April 2, 2000,

N/A sign
Mailed entries must be postmarked by April 1, 2000, and received no Jater than April 6, 2000.

team

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY To recenvs a copy of the officisl nuiss and a team selection antry form, voud of all services, send a lefier size, self-addressed stamped envelops 10 Fantasy Baseball 2000CDM, inc. PO, Baz 28335, St Louis MO 63146 One request pat hausehold  One request
m Al quests must be recaived by March 20, 2000, ‘Vakd whars prohibited by law mtmmvmus&mmranmlwuﬁymwmmnsnnnaGaanannram!rmnmmMur\ nc., and used undor Kcense by CBC Distritution & Markeling. Inc. ([COM, Inc.).

STARTING LINEUP

First Additional

Entry Entries

January 31 | $29.95 | $29.95
February 29 | $39.95 | $34.95
| Az | $49.95 | $44.95

W

# Fantasy Baseball

i the word. Al e,

mmrmmmmu&mm For Canadian, Mexican and
overseas entries, please add $15 to cover additional mailing costs

- Player changes cannot be made until your team has been entered into the
computer database. Mailed and faxed teams will be eniered within five

warking days of receipt.

changes.

# Receive a four-page report weekly or bi-weekdy. You will automatically omwmmmMmemmmmmmpﬂw

4 0ur toll ling is 314-991-1511, Our fax number is 314-991-1564.
#if you submit multipie entries, piease specify if you would like the teams
entered in the same or different leagues. Limit 6 teams per customer per

one league.

i you and your friends would like to ba in the same league, piease mail
the entry forms in together and specify “Same League” or call for special

Instructions. Limit 6 friends' teams per one

league.
 Fantasy Baseball 2000 is not afflated in any way with Major League

Baseball.

# Contest is subject to all United States Federal and State laws. Fantasy
Basaball 2000 may not be used for any form of gambiing. You must be

18 years or older to participate.

# No employees of COM, Inc., USA TODAY, USA TODAY Baseball Weekly, or

their families are eligible to play.

**IMPORTANT**
Tiso Mow York Mets and Chicape Culls
Spon tho rogular sonsen with games on
March 29 and 30, 2000 in Tokye, Japan.
Stetn Gos theoo two games will net be
wsed in Fantasy Baseball 2000,

ifies player was not with a
as of January 13, 2000

STARTING LINEUP VALUE
$
(cannot exceed $60,000,000)

city st
Zip Phone ~
BMall .ot
[T J—
Expires 2
P R J T R
AdD Address Qy___O@S1000 =
WiyReparts Oty ©$1000 m=

‘TOTAL PAYMEY!




By Mat Olkin

Contrary to popular belief, you
can count on pitchers.

You can count on them to get
hurt, lose their stuff overnight, and
find a million other ways to break
your heart.

Things were more topsy-turvy
than ever in 1999 as old standbys
such as Greg Maddux, Tom Gla-
vine and Roger Clemens suddenly
proved human.

Now only three pitchers can lay
claim to the highest pedigree.

THE SUPER ACES

There’s no contesting that Pe-
dro Martinez is the game’s reign-
ing ace. Last year, when the rest of
the AL’s
pitchers

around,
Martinez
single-
handedly
brought
back the
Dead Ball
Era every
fifth day.
The
only two
other Mar-
tinez-class
pitchers are in the NL — veterans
Randy Johnson and Kevin
Brown. The 35-year-old Johnson
proved he still was at the top of his
game. He threatened Nolan
Ryan'’s single-season strikeout rec-
ord, ultimately falling 19 short de-
spite throwing 54% fewer innings
than Ryan did during his record-
breaking season.
Brown, 34, proved he was still in
his prime. Despite pitching for an
4uninspired Dodger club with po-
rous infield defense, Brown placed
among the Top Four in the NL in
both victories and ERA.

THE ACES

Being a bona fide ace involves
more than just being the best
pitcher on a given staff. It also
means more than simply posting a
decent ERA with help from a spa-
cious home park, or winning 16
games thanks to tremendous run
support. We define an ace as a
proven winner who’ll almost cer-
tainly be among the top pitchers in
the game in 2000.

Atlanta’s rotation has been
packed with aces for years. But
last year, for the first time since
the 1980s, (he Braves' most effec-

. five starter was neither Greg

L Maddux. Tom Glavine nor John

BRI D oesis T, N
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By Elaine Thompson, AP

Left alone: The only lefty among the elite, Randy Johnson held lefties to
a .103 batting average and .126 slugging percentage.

Smoltz. At age 24, Kevin Mill-
wood held opponents to a major
league-low .202 average while fin-
ishing second in the NL in ERA.
And while he doesn't have the ex-
perience of his rotation mates,
he’s given every indication that
he'll remain on par with them.

Of course, Maddux, Glavine and
Smoliz all remain bona fide aces
in their own right. Maddux sud-
denly became hittable, however,
yielding a .294 average. He con-
tained the damage well enough to
win 19 games, though.

Coming off a Cy Young season,
Glavine had a similarly pro-
nounced decling, as batters hit
him at a .287 clip. He posted his
worst won-lost' mark (14-11) and

By Kevork Djansezian, AP

Traveling man: With his fifth team in six seasons, Kevin Brown's ERA
rose to 3.00 in 1999. If only he had a decent infield behind him.

ERA (4.12) since 1990.

Meanwhile, Smoltz did every-
thing he could to keep pitching de-
spite a sore elbow. He dropped
down to a three-quarters delivery,
added a straight change, and tin-
kered with a knuckleball.

Free agents and managers
come and go, but Mike Mussina
remains the one constant in the
Orioles’ equation. The right-han-
der has kept himself out of the Su-
per category by repeatedly top-
ping 15 wins but never posting the
magical 20-win season. But the
only sure-fire way to slow him
down is to drill one off his noggin.

David Cone, at age 37, isn't ev-
erything he used to be, but that's
still plenty good enough. He won

By Steven Senne, AP

Efficiency: Despite making his fewest number of starts in a 162-game
season, Pedro Martinez had career bests in wins, losses and strikeouts.

Baseball Weekly’s Player Rankings

Baseball Weekly's panel of
expert writers and editors are
spending the next few weeks
breaking down the major
league players, position by po-
sition.

Beginning with Nov. 24-30's
assessment of major league
catchers, each week we ana-
lyze how the best in the busi-
ness stack up.

Each issue will focus on a

only 12 games, but his 3.44' ERA
was second-best in the run-happy
American League. As long as his
arm holds up, he ought to be good
for his normal quota of wins.

NEAR-ACES

These include the aces who
have slipped a half-notch, as well
as recent hotshots who haven’t
quite proven they belong at the
head of the class.

Roger Clemens followed up
back-to-back Cy Young seasons
with only 14 victories and the high-
est ERA of his career. A lingering
groin problem was blamed for his
wavering command. Even at age
37, a return to the top seems likely.
His velocity hasn't suffered, his
strikeout rate remains high, and

different position and include a
statistical ranking based on on-
base percentage plus slugging
percentage — the most reliable
indicator of offensive prowess
— and a sampling of defensive
statistics.

In addition, Baseball Week-
ly's staff will factor in age,
health and all the intangibles to
provide the most comprehen-
sive :

it's hard to believe his decline is
permanent. o

Late last year, Curt Schilling fi-
nally succumbed after years of the
Phillies’ near-pathological over-
work. He's expected to return
from shoulder surgery in May or
June, when the Phils undoubtedly
will ease him back into the rota-
tion with several 140-pitch c_)utmgs.

Newcomers to this level include
new Met Mike Hampton, older-.
than-advertised Yankee Orando
Hernandez and Cleveland flame-
thrower Bartolo Colon.

Hampton had a brilliant season;
the only question is whether he
will revert to his customary 10~
to-15-win level. Hernandez Ras
few blemishes on his record, but
suspictons. linger th.a_t"mpg_



~ yised age of 34 might be a bit over-
Iy opﬁmiStic. And while Colon has
ctepped forward as his club’s best
starter, his streakiness, minor
e injury history and heavy
work lead to Jegitimate concerns
over his long-term development.

SOLID NO. 2 STARTERS

These include veterans who
have maxed out at this level, for-
! mer aces on the way down, and
, potenﬁa.l aces on the way up.

\ The first group starts with a pair
of Houston hurlers. With Hampton
gone, the Astros will try to pass off
Shane Reynolds or Jose Limaas
a legitimate No. 1 starter. Both are
reliable, but each falls a bit short
of ace quality. Both owe a large
debt to Houston's strong offense
and the pitcher-friendly Astro-
dome. The closing of the Dome
might take a toll on their ERAs.

Who could've foreseen that
. soft-tossing Jamie Moyer
would suddenly develop into a
workhorse in his mid-30s? Upon
retirement, he can look forward to
doing infomercials with Doug
Jones testifying that changeups re-

verse the aging process.
1f the Twins had a great pitcher,
,[ would anyone realize it? Philoso-
| phers will ponder that one as long
| as Brad Radke remains in Minne-
sota. Pedro Astacio’s case pre-
sents a similar conundrum for

i Rockies fans.

Aaron Sele parlayed two sea-
sons of four-plus ERAS offset by
outstanding records into a lucra-
tive deal with Seattle.

Sore-shouldered Pete Har-
nisch labored in the shadow of an
imminent physical breakdown all
season et still won 16 games.

Al Leiter pitches like an ace at
times, but doesn't seem able to do
t it for more than a few months at a
i time any more.

i 1f you're waiting for Arizona’s
- Omar Daal to come back to earth,
make yourself comfortable — it
3 might be a while.

£ Can the move to the up-and-
coming Phillies make Andy Ash-
by a 20-game winner? Possibly.
But, like Lima, it won't necessarily
make him a true ace.

Members of the next group in-
clude vets like Cleveland signee
Chuck Finley, Toronto’s David
Wells, returning Cardinal Andy
Benes, and the recovering Alex
Fernandez and Denny Neagle.

Some might contend that Finley
is still a legitimate ace after post-
ing an ERA below the league
norm in 10 of the last 11 seasons.
Having the Indians’ lineup behind
him will help, but at age 37, his
best years might be behind him.

1t's debatable whether Wells ev-
er was a legitimate ace; pitching
for a strong Yankee team helped
him look like one, at least briefly.
He was unable to maintain the illu-
sion with the Blue Jays last year.

Benes finds himself back in St
Louis, where he found his greatest
success in 1996 and '97. His com-
mand wavered last year, but Tony
La Russa and Dave Duncan ought
to get him back on track. .

When Fernandez was throwing
tantrums last year, he should have
been thanking the Marlins. Their
pitch limits might have been what
helped him make such a strong
comeback from rotator cuff sur-
gery. Neagle closed the season
strongly for the first time in years

Just aces: Have Greg Maddux and Tom Glavine slipped? Maddux post-
ed his highest ERA since 1987 and Glavine his highest since 1990.

By Ryan Remiorz, AP

Rallied late: Dustin Hermanson’s
season was a tale of two halves.

after a vague shoulder ailment
cost him most of the first half.

A number of young aces-in-
training stepped up last year, in-
cluding Jose Rosado, Eric Mil-
ton, Russ Ortiz, Freddy Garcia,
Dustin Hermanson, Tim Hud-
son, Jason Schmidt and Kris
Benson.

Few were as spectacular as the
23-year-old Hudson, who went 11-2
and became the de facto ace of
the near-wild card Oakland AS.
This year will be his first full big-
league season and should give a
better picture of the kind of pitch-
er he'll be.

Schmidt is going on age 27 and
has been stuck at his current level,
so it might be a stretch to describe
him as a potential ace. Sophomore
Benson, on the other hand,
seemed Lo mature into a savvy vet
before the end of his rookie sea-
son. And Hermanson, in his third
season in Montreal, posted a 2.95
ERA after the All-Star break.

INNING-EATERS
When it comes to pitching,

quantity can be as important as

PECIAL REPORT

By Barbara Jean Germano, Baseball Weekly

quality. Some pitchers are well-
known for providing little of the
latter but plenty of the former.

Charles Nagy is a good ex-
ample. He rarely shows up among
the league leaders in any category.
He consistently wins 15 games a
year, however, simply by taking
the ball every fifth day and keep-
ing his team in the game more of-
ten than not.

Question: What do you get when
you take a Nagy-type pitcher and
stick him on a lousy team? An-
swer: Steve Trachsel.

On a good team — like the '98
Cubs — he’s quite capable of post-
ing a respectable record. On a bad
team — like last year's Cubbies —
he's helpless. Now that he's in
Tampa Bay his value might im-
prove slightly.

Many doubted Livan Heman-
dez would make it through the '99
season after the brutal overwork
he'd suffered the season before.
Hernandez has survived so far, but
certainly hasn't thrived. His days
are numbered.

Scott Erickson has long played
the role of the durable, moderate-
ly effective sinkerballer. Although
he runs hot and cold over the
course of a season, his final num-
bers rarely change much.

Andy Pettitte no longer has
anything going for him except that
he pitches for the Yankees and is
good for around 200 innings.
Meanwhile Rick Helling’s game
is simple: throw high fastballs and
hope that his teammates hit more
homers than he allows.

If the young White Sox improve,
Mike Sirotka might benefit the
most. He's undeniably mediocre,
but takes the ball enough to win 15
games with a good club.

STARS IN THEIR EYES

The Phillies have high hopes for
Randy Wolf, who struck out near-
ly a man an inning as a rookie last
year. This hasn't prevented them

USA TODAY BASEBALL WEEKLY - JANUARY 19-25,2000 1& )

By Chris O"Meara, AP

Hard-luck: Minnesota's Brad Radke went 12-1 4 despite his 3.75 ERA.
his arm. He rebounded to enjoy a

good second haif, though. At the

came time, Brian Anderson

CATCHER ......con pitched exceptionally well down
FIRST BASE/DH ihe stretch last year. If the Dia-
SECOND BASE mondbacks can leave him alone

and let him start, he ought to be in
line for his best season.

Hideo Nomo rebounded nicely
with the Brewers, but was over-
worked in the first half and wore
down late in the season. He’s due
for another downturn. If the major
leagues used sixmman rotations,
Masato Yoshii would be a star. He
was used to getting that extra day
of rest back in Japan, and has
been at his best when he's been
able to get it.

Elsewhere in the Mets’ rotation,
Rick Reed always needed to have
the best control in baseball to suc-
ceed. Now, at age 34 and coming
off an injury-marred season, he
must prove that he still can locate
the ball with precision.

Jon Lieber is an enigma — as
effective as Smoltz against right-
handed hitters, and as helpless as
Scott Ruffcorn against left-handed
swingers. If he hasn't fixed the
problem by now, we can't expect
he ever will.

Another pitcher who's frustrat-
ingly inconsistent is Esteban Loai-
za, who might have been the
Rangers’ top second-half pitcher
last vear. It isn't hard fo imagine
him winding up back in the bull-
pen by May.

San Francisco’s Kirk Rueter
and Arizona's Armando Reynoso
are making hanging on into an art
form. Rueter seems {o be conduct-
ing an experiment to see how high
he can push his ERA and keep
winning. And how much longer
can Reynoso make a living with

nothing but six mediocre pitches
and an exceptional pickoff move?

High-flying Paul Byrd returned
to earth with a thud in the second
half. Few expect him to take flight
again anytime soon.

Few seem to have noticed, but
Juan Guzman quietly regained
his effectiveness last year. His 3.74
ERA would have placed in the Top
15 in either league; he didn’t make
the leader boards either place, as
he split his season between the AL
and NL. Signing with Tampa Bay
should return him to mediocrity.

Brett Tomko has regressed un-
der Jack McKeon, who questions
his toughness. Tomko might not be

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 21)

RIGHT FIELD.... g
STARTING PITCHER .. JAN. 19
RELIEF PITCHER ...ccc. JAN. 26

from giving him the usual liga-
ment-rending Phillie treatment,
which few young arms survive.
The Padres seem to have some-
thing in young right-hander Matt
Clement, who displayed the abili-
ty to get strikeouts and ground
balls last year. He closed strongly
and might step up this season.
Sidney Ponson, Jeff Weaver
and Chris Carpenter shone in
1999 before wearing down in the
second half. But a prime candi-
date for a Jose-Lima-type coming
out is Octavio Dotel, who was ac-
quired by Houston from the Mets.
Any discussion of 2000's top
young pitchers must begin with St.
Louis’ Rick Ankiel. He rocketed
through the Cardinals’ system and
fanned 39 men in his first 33 major
league innings late last year.

BACK OF THE ROTATION

The ever-unpredictable Kenny
Rogers’ return to Texas might be
the best thing for him. First, it gets
him out of New York, and second,
it puts him in a ballpark where he
owns a lifetime 19-6 record.

Wwill leaving New York for Mon-
treal help Hideki Irabu? Possibly.
He never pitched well at Yankee
Stadium, and his lifetime mark on
artificial turf is a surprising 7-1.
The only problem is he'll now
need two interpreters.

It's taking an exasperatingly
long time for Darren Dreifort to
fulfill his potential. As a starting
pitcher, he's been terrific his first
time through the order and down-
right horrible thereafter. The
Dodgers traded Dave Miicki
while keeping Dreifort in the rota-
tion. Until last year’s second-hall
rush, Mlicki couldn't get noticed in
an elevator. Somehow, Detroit
doesn't seem like the place to be-
come a consistent winner.

Anyone who saw Francisco
Cordova throwing 78 mph last
April had to believe there was
something seriously wrong with
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Kevin Millwood 2 230 .i75| 66 0.80 0 L '
Randy Johnson 103 219 68 1.04 i > B o0
Kevin Brown 255 .189 75 207 1 9 o 00
Mike Hampton 7.8 222 X Yo - 0
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Jofmw Smollzmg 7.9 1.04 i 4 =, oo
Omar Daal 79 109 652142 — 00
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and 8 4 0.75 % 4. oy 0
Jose 5 85 0.97 ¥ 3083 24 3‘0
Jamie Moyer 8 93 0.97 872280 — 00
Eric Milton . 6 83 053 49 206.1 — 00
Bartolo Colon 242 18 5 395 7 8.1 145 16 105 18 5 3952050 — 00
Chuck Finley 330 246 12 11 443 3 8.3 124 19 103 12 11 4432131 =8 00
Andy 258 14 10 3.80 6 89 188 21 165 14 10 3.80206.0 - 00
Shane Reynolds 275 16 14 385 4 9.7 161 26 147 16 14 3.85231.2 —, 0.0
Todd Ritchie 259 15 9 349 3 8.8 158 25 207 15 8 3531702 000 20
Lima 265 21 10 358 7 94 117 9 61| 21 10 358246.1 — 00
Mike Mussina 268 18 7 350 5 9.2 147 23 145 18 7 3502031 — 0.0
| Maddux 294 19 9 357 10 0.6 182 14 7.7 19 9 3572191 - X
Pete Hamisch 252 16 10 3.68 86 081 13 106/ 16 10 3.68198.1 -
Kenny Rogers 275 10 4 4.19 9.5 179 24 13.8( 10 4 4191951 =
Tmnmm . Oliver 74 119 1 9.0 126 21 144 9 9 4261961 -
wh\{m 83 138 10.0 152 22 100| 14 11 4122340 -
i wﬂs 3 24 125 164 82 118 18 94| 18 9 3812072 =
Hershiser 8.8 183 18 121 13 12 4581790 -
Freddy An. Garcia 122 . : =
Darren Dreil 2
Roger Clemens

} . E 782 177 105 95 20 76 140 1.56 ¥ 0. 1.
A 744 394 350 261 14 10 4.60 30 872 185 101 96 20 90 163 1.18 14 10 4601872 0.
745 425 320 254 12 14 411 33 76 194 0.74 12 14 4112052 0.
745 418 327 283 11 13 400 32 57 125 1.14 11 13 4.00209.0 o
747 432 315 279 10 11 4. 46 186 118 10 11 4072034 0.
749 419 330 271 69 145 0.82 9 14 4202161 Q
46 133 0.68 11 7 4B41580 4 11
86 155 1 0. 11 12 3742000
96 174 1 097 15 9 4252200
44 121 1.28 1214 3752182

-
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.758 438 320 271 17 10 4.82 34 62 169

759 441 318 283 13 8 4.81 1 228 119 107 22 34 117

.763 407 356 275 5 14 585 2 .0 173 114 106 16 71 113

763 437 326 274 10 12 4.53 2 222 113 105 28 62 103

765 403 362 268 11 11 4.92 .0 209 121 111 21 112 159
90 18
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Clement 765 .407 358 273 10 12 4.48 86 135
Valdes 767 446 321 270 9 14 3.98 90 32 58 143 14 3982031
Omar Olivares 767 419 348 276 15 11 4.16 95 19 81 85 15 11 4162052
13 11 4192122

Jason Schmidt 771 441 330 262 13 11 4.19 99 24 85 148
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425 347 276 10 6 437 31 1 81 20 67 79 10 6 4301610 6.

Hideo Nomo 1 89 27 78 161 12 8 454176.1

John Halama 1 84 20 56 105 9 8 4201520 4
Joe Mays 1 83 24 67 115 . 6 9 3721182 585
Livan Hemandez 199.2 227 110 103 23 76 144 34 8 12 4641992 —
Chris Holt 1 12 57 115 31 5 13 4501580 9.00
Kent Bottenfieid 190 84 21 89 124 42 18 7 397190.1 s
Dave Miicki 199.0°219 112 102 25 72 120 33 .97 14 12 4601912 491
Steve Trachsel 2052 226 133 127 32 64 149 28 1.14 . -
Brian Moehler 196.1 229 116 110 22 27 1.29

Masato Yoshii 1740 168 86 85 25 30 0.91

Temy Mulholiand 1701 201 95 83 21 24 154

Scott Erickson 34 230.1 244 127 123 27 1 39 247

Woody Williams J 33 208.1 213 106 102 33 1 32 0.78

Steve Woodard 792 462 330 294 11 8 452 31 1850 219 101 93 23 1.8 1.15

Paul Byrd 794 457 337 265 15 11 460 32 199.2 205 119 102 34 32 101 17

Kevin Appier 798 448 349 279 16 14 517 34 209.0 230 131 120 27 36 105 19

Charles Nagy 801 458 .344 293 17 11 495 33 2020 238 120 111 26 ; . 6 26 165 21

Aaron Sele 802 447 355 293 18 9 4.79 33 2050 244 115 109 21 ; 107 34 181 17

Andy Benes 803 460 .343 273 13 12 481 33 198.1 216 117 106 34 273 273 98 37 107 1

Andy Pettitte 810 .446 .364 .289 14 11 _4.70 31 191.2 216 105 100 20 275 293| 101 4.2 198 28

Pat Hentgen 812 474 338 286 11 12 4.79 34 199.0 225 115 106 32 306 .265| 102 29 101 17

Brett Tomko 813 488 325 263 5 7 492 33 172.0 175 103 94 3 0 250 275 92 31 0985 9

Sidney Ponson 813 468 345 282 12 12 471 32 2100 227 118 110 35 97 34 099 22

James Baldwin 816 .468 348 278 12 13 510 35 199.1 219 119 113 34 99 a7 102 17

Jim Parque B16 442 374 299 9 15 513 31 1732 210 111 99 23 ‘ 109 41 107 15

Kelvim Escobar 820 450 371 293 14 11 569 33 174.0 203 118 110 19 3 4 105 4.2 091 15

Dennis Springer 821 463 358 303 6 16 4.86 38 196.1 231 121 106 23 83 : g 106 29 102 20

Pedro Astacio 822 479 .343 285 17 11 504 34 2320 258 140 130 38 . 100 29 120 20
Scott Karl 824 454 370 312 11 11 478 33 197.2 246 121 105 21 ; ; 12 31 111 26

Kirk Rueter 826 .480 346 297 15 10 541 33 184.2 219 118 111 28 i : 107 27 093 17
Jeff Weaver B28 .478 .350 278 9 12 555 30 163.2 176 104 101 27 * . 97 34 T
Rick Helling 837 497 340 272 13 11 484 35 2191 228 127 118 41 : i 94 35 066 19 -
Chan Ho Park 841 472 369 276 13 11 523 33 94.1 208 120 113 31 100 174 96 46 110 9 -
ian Meadows 859 505 354 .302 11 15 560 31 781 214 117 111 31 57 72 108 29 1.01 13 -
gg&ywm 861 475 386 304 7 15 584 32 .1 213 130 117 23 96 123 1 ¥ 110 27 154/ 7 15 58418041 -
LaTroy Hawkins 880 507 .373 .323 10 14 6.66 33 4.1 238 136 129 29 60 103 ¢ 104 16 100 10 14 6661741 —
Chad Ogea 880 531 349 288 6 12 563 36 .0 192 110 105 36 61 77 103 33 41 074 12 100 6 12 5711530 480
Brian Bohanon 885 498 387 .305 12 12 620 33 108 42 55 111 20 106 12 12 6201971 -
Darryl Kile 891 504 387 298 8 13 661 32 106 51 55 133 28 136 8 13 6611802 -

T L H R ER HR BB SO WP _SB CS PK VS-L VSR 0 DP RA
%Wﬁ w7 éiN '_%—% 337 ?‘ﬂ 16 9 7 423 20 21422 114 70 6/ B8 73 97 6 7 2 6 253 212 72 46 6.1 5 42 0.51
Tim Hudson OAK 662 339 323 237 11 2 323 21 01361121 56 49 8 62132 6 14 5 0 234 240 80 41 87 14 127 =
Alex Fernandez FLA 680 382 307 252 7 B 338 24 01410135 60 53 10 41 91 2 6 3 0 276 225 86 26 58 14 115 =
Saberhagen BOS 698 414 284 265 10 6 295 22 01190122 43 39 11 11 8 1 5 5 3 276 255 92 8 61 6 9.2 =3
Kyle Peterson MIL 721 377 344 285 4 7 456 17 0 770 87 46 39 3 25 84 1 11 2 0 301 .272| 102 29 40 6 107 3 5 .1
Chen ATL 724 410 315 208 2 2 547 16 0 510 38 82 31 11 27 45 0 6 3 0 222 203 67 48 79 3 gl 1 2 7.36
Mike Thurman MTL 725 404 321 251 7 11 405 29 01462 140 84 66 17 52 85 4 25 7 0 .283 223 86 32 52 10 95| 7 1 0.00
Pat Rapp BOS 734 383 351 263 6 7 412 37 01461 147 78 67 13 69 90 5 27 7 0 262 264 90 42 55 21 142 (T 2.66
Esteban Loaiza TEX 735 406 329 275 9 5 456 30 01201 128 65 61 10 40 77 2 1 4 0 257 .200| 9.6 8 4 691
ﬁw CIN 740 .376 7 516 19 0 960 75 62 55 11 78 51 4 17 3 4 213 224 7.0 LT, =
Vazquez MTL .744 428 316 .255 O 8 500 26 0 1542 154 988 86 20 52 113 11 5 3 .234 .272| 9.0 9 8 =
Carl Pavano MTL 747 401 345 285 6 B 563 19 01040 1177 66 65 8 35 70 1 10 5 0 200 .279| 104 6 8 _!;-1732
Jarrod Washbum ANA 749 415 B335 261 4 5 525 16 0 612 61 3 36 6 26 39 2 4 2 1 216 273 89 4 5 494 542 Gl
Carlton Loewer PHI 751 420 332 287 2 6 512 20 0 892100 54 51 9 26 48 3 4 3 1 301 276 100 2 5 505820 1g§0 2
Gil Meche SEA 753 396 357 237 8 4 473 16 0 852 73 48 45 9 57 47 1 3 4 1 240 233 77 8 4 450 840 i
Brian Anderson ARI 755 438 317 279 B8 2 457 31 11300144 69 66 18 28 75 0 6 0 4 205 275 100 7 281 42711120 i
Kevin Tapani CHI-N 757 434 322 280 6 12 483 23 01360151 81 73 12 33 73 3 7 5 0 .264 293 100 6 12 48313&2 o0
Cordova PIT 764 424 339 273 B8 10 443 27 01602 166 83 79 16 59 98 5 13 6 3 281 266 93 8 10 443160
Steve Paris CIN 764 426 2338 260 11 4 350 22 01282124 59 50 16 52 86 3 8 3 0 .301 228 87 10 4
Ryan Rupe 765 .43 4 9 4 4 0 1421 81 72 17 57 97 4 20 6 8.6 8 9
avio D Y} 3 5 .34 3 538 19 0 851 49 85 3 10 6 1 (3 T8
Miguel Batista MTL 767 414 353 280 8 7 488 39 11342146 88 73 10 58 95 6 20 4 1 .339 230/ 98 T 0
Todd Stottlemyre ARI 767 424 343 268 6 3 409 17 01011 106 51 46 12 40 74 2 17 6 0 312 235 094 6 3
Denny Neagle CIN 769 470 300 229 9 5 427 20 01112 95 54 53 23 40 76 4 5 2 0 .98 287 77 8 5
Garrett Stephenson STL .770 .431 339 275 6 3 422 18 0 851 90 43 40 11 29 58 0 6 3 320 236 95 5 3
 BobbyJ.Jones NYM 777 .449 .328 3 3 561 12 0 591 69 37 37 3 11 31 0 4 1 0 327 2721 105 3 g 20 B8 :
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0
0 3 1 58 b
1 2 2 4.6 7
0 1 43 5
0 2E LT 30 a
0 5 21 5 53 i
1 8 -9 3 48 ? 5
0 9 3 6 29 ; 9
0 2 6 6 37 X 9
0 B 45 57 s . 7
0 5 16 4 81 70" 1 4
0 1.8 8§ 28 63 1. 1
2 B 0= 52 85 073 10
0 0. 2% 37 45 065 0
¥ 0 3 11 6 37 56 076 7 4
; 0 O 47 59 143 g 1
A 0 4 18 7 52 61 102 11 8
] 0 980 112 59 53 19 29 0 10 4 27 47 089 7 6
: 0 1472 165 101 89 21 82 8 12 5 50 44 102 6 5
v 01300 140 80 73 28 52 7 15 4 36 48 080 3 8l s
g 01051 135 62 61 9 29 L oY 25 38 146 19 ; a ) ;
! 0 B892 104 B4 12 39 3 6 5 39 72 095 5 ; 3 613 B32 450
¥ 01212126 78 75 20 67 116 4 0 1 50 86 072 6 51| 6 5441202 18.00
.48 1062 124 65 18 41 76 8 7 5 35 64 083 6 67, 8 5.48 106.2 =V Sy
. 01501 179 100 92 28 41 79 2 11 6 25 47 101 10 85| 7 11 5397432 810
i 0 612 71 42 38 9 220 40 3 4 4 32 58 089 3 63| 2 555 612 X
5 01402 158 86 84 18 64 B9 2 5 6 41 57 08 12 128 9 1 y ;
y 01471184 95 92 18 46 9% 4 5 5 28 58 147 16 128| 9 Y
Y 01420 158 112 100 21 80 93 7 8 4 51 59 082 9 71 7 1 ;
4.80 01291 148 85 69 16 64 8 3 3 9 45 56 098 10 87 8 121
6.52 0 980118 73 71 13 39 56 4 3 4 36 51 115 12 122| 7 a1
6.26 01150127 90 80 18 67 88 4 27 5 52 69 076 11 101 3 81
5.57 01581 191 108 98 23 83 102 5 11 3 47 58 094 18 98] 9 1 74
4.73 0 970 113 60 4 3 8 41 41 104 {0 110 4 0.0
598 0 87.1 100 65 7 S 3 37 43 180 10 122] 5 5.0
534 0 1130 128 75 0 1 4 2 39 75 081 7 78| 3 29.0
5.80 4 5 4 5 39 52 120 9 105 5 312
4.87 3 4 6 5 52 47 151 11 126| 4 X
6.09 9 2 6 6 40 42 105 20 120 7 1§
. 01402 1 2 12 6 4 38 68 144 15 128 7 1 ¥
0 711 13 11 2 9 38 52 138 8 136 3 5 767 610 523
Jim A 0 820 110 71 7 15 7 4 46 41 147 9 134 2 8 720 750 388
0 761 102 59 4 1 2 0 31 32 130 5 79| 3 9 723 62 270
% 0 662 79 52 6 9 3 7 68 63 08 4 51| 5 0 560 622 1350
John 0 129.1 167 103 27 16 3 6 34 47 094 7 61| 9 12 6681291 =
Willie Blair 0 1340 169 107 102 29 44 5 7 6 i 4 30 55 097 9 81 3 8 863 811
Bobby M. Jones 01121 132 91 79 24 77 4 16 4 244 304/ 106 62 59 093 B8 66/ 6 9 6031000
Tim Beicher 01321 168 104 99 27 46 7 2 5 314 315 114 31 35 08 10 76 6 8 6731321
Doug Linton 0 500 69 41 39 14 25 4 2 3 269 325 105 38 47 089 7 149 1 4 574 470
Cal Eidred 0 820101 75 71 19 46 8 10 3 359 245 111 50 66 078 6 75 2 8 771 742
Mike Morgan 0 1400 184 108 97 25 48 3 5 8 318 329) 118 31 39 238 23 189 11 8 6511230
Ryan Glynn 0 542 71 46 3 1 1 339 201 117 58 64 120 7 100/ 2 4 715 501
Chris Fussell 2 560 72 51 6 9 2 316 339 116 58 59 108 10 145 0 4 7.82 380
Chis Poters 0 710 98 59 2 a4 2 167 352| 124 34 58 138 6 79| 4 4 631 552
John Thomson 0 622 85 62 2 7 2 278 361 122 52 49 151 4 . 63| 1 10 831 602
Dan Perkins 0 862 117 69 14 43 6 7 3 283 383 122 45 46 125 10 120 1 7 839 532
Jeff Fassero TEX 01561 208 135 125 35 83 114 9 23 6 271 330[ 120 48 66 114 11 66| 5 13 6771450
Carlos Perez LA 210 743 17 0 892116 77 74 23 39 40 2 8 3 333 311 116 39 40 090 7 92| 2 10 770 851
Mark Clark TEX =~ 980 588 302 329 3 7 860 15 0 741103 73 71 17 34 44 7 1 4 327 3311 125 41 53 082 2 34 3 7 880
Micah Bowie CHI-N 1.003 556 447 363 2 71024 14 0 510 81 60 58 9 34 41 4 10 3 455 3471 143 B0 72 069 1 18] 2 6 99 470

Te BA W L G 1P R WP SB CS PK VS-L VSR Bl GDP DP/1 L ERA R-IP
Pena BOS 462 217 245 196 2 0 69 2 0 130 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 192 200 62 21 104 120 0 .0 2 0 0869 130 = 0.0
Tanyon Sturtze CHI-A 523 250 273 200 0 O 00 1 O 60 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .167 .500 60 30 30 050 1 20.0 0 0 000 60 — 0.0
Reid Comelius FLA 551 271 280 229 1 0 326 5 0 191 16 7 7 0 5 12 1 2 1 0 .61 282 74 23 56 1.05 2 20.0 1 0 198 132 635 52
Eric Gagne LA 581 301 280 175 1 1 210 5 0 300 18 8 7 3 15 3 1 2 1 0 .19 .154 54 45 90 087 2 10.0 1 1 210 300 - 0.0
Rick Ankiel STL .607 306 .301 215 0 1 327 9 1 330 26 12 12 2 14 39 2 0 0 0 25 210 71 38 106 084 2 10.5 0 1 386 280 0.00 5.0
Ramon J. Martinez BOS 614 329 286 192 2 1 305 4 0 202 14 8 7 2 B8 15 0 2 1 0 .182 200 6.1 35 65 098 2 11.8 2 1 305 202 - 0.0
Jeft Williams LA 625 333 292 190 2 0 408 5 0 172 12 10 8 2 9 7 0 2 3 1 118 217 6.1 48 36 1.35 2 14.3 2 0 402 152 450 20
Pat Daneker CHI-A 686 364 323 255 0 0 420 3 0 150 14 8 7 1 6 5 0 1 0 0 .250 .258 84 36 30 111 1 6.3 0 0 525 120 0.00 3.0
Kip Wells CHI-A 687 353 .333 248 4 1 404 7 0 352 33 17 6 2 15 29 1 2 3 1 267 209 83 38 73 1.08 4 1241 4 1 404 352 - 0.0
STL 7! 352 . 241 1 3 276 5 0 291 26 12 9 1 17 22 1 1 2 0 163 292 80 52 68 083 3 9.4 1 3 276 291 — 0.0
Ed Yamall NYY 709 358 351 254 1 0 371 6 0 170 17 8 7 1 10 13 0 2 3 2 .190 .283 90 53 69 1.06 0 .0 1 0 610 101 0.00 6.2
Jeff Juden NYY .710 400 310 200 O 1 159 2 0 52 &5 9 1 1 3 9 0 1 0 0 .30 .133 79 48 143 3.00 1 16.7 0 1 245 32 000 20
A.J. Bumett FLA 715 373 343 242 4 2 348 7 0 411 37 23 16 3 25 33 0 5 4 1 289 221 8.1 54 72 147 2 6.1 4 2 348 414 - 0.0
Mike Judd LA 760 402 358 280 3 1 546 7 0 280 30 17 17 4 12 22 3 10 0 0 282 292 96 39 71 064 4 17.4 3 1 494 232 831 41
Ramon Ortiz ANA 776 423 353 265 2 3 652 9 0 481 50 35 35 7 25 44 2 6 3 1 203 233 93 47 82 150 3 7.5 2 3 652 481 — 0.0
Butch Henry SEA 779 404 375 303 2 0 504 7 0 250 30 15 14 1 10 15 0 5 2 1 233 333 108 36 54 068 2 9.1 2 0 463 231 1080 12
Shumaker PHI 789 420 369 261 0 3 596 8 0 222 23 17 15 3 14 17 1 0 1 0 250 285 9.1 56 68 079 0 .0 0 3 605 191 540 31
Lary Luebbers STL 794 460 333 261 3 3 512 8 0 452 46 27 26 8 16 16 1 6 2 0 286 242 91 32 32 141 2 63| 3 3 512 452 - 00
Brian Cooper ANA 808 446 363 228 1 1 488 5 0 272 23 15 15 3 18 15 0 1 0 1 980 196 75 59 49 158 3 10.7 1 1 488 272 — 0.0
!Pm@ BOS 820 497 324 287 2 3 572 9 0 301 45 26 25 7 8 16 0 4 1 0 247 375 103 18 3.7 062 2 6.7 2 3 550 360 810 31
fony Armas Jr. MIL 837 480 357 320 O 1 150 1 0 60 8 4 1 0 2 2 2 0 0 0 250 353 120 30 30 055 3 250 0 1 150 60 — 00
Donovan Osbome STL 845 482 362 208 1 3 552 6 0 291 34 18 18 4 10 21 1 1 8 0 222 305 104 3.1 64 1.06 1 45 1 3 552 29.1 = 0.0
Carlyle SD 849 507 342 257 1 3 597 7 0 372 36 28 25 7 17 20 1 5 1 0 323 205 86 41 6.9 095 2 6.9 1 3 597 372 - 0.0
m B 856 500 356 287 0 4 587 6 0 302 35 20 20 7 13 32 1 0 2 0 302 271 103 38 94 084 3 000 0 4 587 302 — 00
Aaron Myette CHI-A 866 453 413 266 0 2 632 4 0 152 17 11 11 2 14 11 2 2 0 0 .364 .161 98 80 63 032 1 5.6 0 2 859 132 450 20
Brett Laxton OAK 867 447 420 316 0 1 745 3 0 92 12 12 8 1 7 9 38 5 0 0 28 .333 112 65 84 082 0 .0 0 1 788 80 540 12
Dan Reichert KC 872 422 451 327 2 2 908 8 0 362 48 38 37 2 32 20 1 3 1 1 347 307 118 79 48 170 8 12.3 2 2 908 362 = 0.0
Jason Ryan MIN 891 528 363 286 1 4 487 B8 0 402 46 23 22 9 17 15 0 1 0 0 320 256 102 38 33 065 3 100 1 4 487 402 - 0.0
Brad Woodall CHI-N 894 556 338 270 0 1 563 6 0 160 17 12 10 5 6 7 1 0 0 0 278 267 96 34 39 086 1 9.1 0 1 750 120 0.0 40
424 X 42, 29 3 1 1 0 279 .32 114 62 64 140 8 16.§| 3 3 643 420 = 0.0
Brownson 933 556 378 333 0 2 789 7 0 202 42726 26 8 8 21 2 b5 1 1 403 241 127 24 64 146 2 B3I oo 789 2927 — 00
Robert Ramsay SEA 944 549 395 J24 0 2 638 B-0 181 28 13 13 3 9 11 1 O 1 0 227 367| 113 44 54 o074 32 118 o 3 614 142 736 32
Mickey Callaway B 956 512 444 357 1 2 745 5 0 191 30 20 16 2 14 11 1 0 1 0 455 294 140 65 51 147 3 10.0 1 2 783 151 675 4.0
Jack McDowell ANA 973 560 413 369 0 4 805 4 0 190 31 17 17 4 5 12 0 0 0 0 .378 35 147 24 57 105 2 9.1 0 4 805 19 — .0
Stan Spencer sSD 979 508 380 33 0 7 916 9 0 381 5 44 39 11 11 36 1 11 1 0 317 353| 131 26 85 080 2 6.7 0 7 966 361 000 20
Brian McNichol CHI-N 1.070 644 426 333 0 2 675 4 0 102 15 8 8 4 7 12 0 3 0 0 143 368 127 59 101 082 1 8.3 0 -2 800 90 000 12
Luther Hackman COL 1.135 671 463 371 1 21069 5 0 160 26 19 19 5 12 10 0 2 1 0 35 393 146 68 56 071 0 O 0 2 1093 140 900 20
Beiker Graterol DET 1213 B13 400 250 0 11575 1 0 40 4 7 7 3 4 2 0 0 0 0 600 091 90 90 45 15 0 0 0 1 1575 40 - 00
Joel Bennett PHI 1232 824 407 351 2 1 900 5 0 170 26 17 17 10 7 13 0 0 1 0 286 391) 138 37 69 095 0 .0 1 1 856 132 10.80 3.1
378 0 0 736 3 0 110 17 9 9 4 13 al6 0 2 2 1 333 139 106 49 071 1 67 0 Q 736 110 — 40
KEY — OPS: on-base-pl ing percentage allowed; slugging pct. allowed; OBP: on-base pct. allowed; BA: batting average al- per nine innings; SO/9: strikeouts per nine innings; G/F: Ground ball out to Fly bal out ratio; GDP; batters into double plays;
e We Wi L Losese 'W“‘"Wa‘m&%"m“s“s““‘?“'“'“"”'gs"“"""d‘*"““mmi’"“‘"s DP/100: GDP per 100 baiters in DP opportunitis: S-W: wins ot & ciaen: ap T eano i 1atlo; GDP: batter 25 a startor S1P:
Hl‘mad:Bl:eumadn.nsalcmsd;B&wajksalfuwed;so:sn-ikauutsaﬂnM;WP:wdpndwa;@:slqlenbsesallowed;cs:nmmm Dgldvedasas'ansr,R—ERkEFlAasaleuever.H-IP:hnhgsm:hedasaraﬁavu.m:aassmsmﬂismpmwmal
Caught stealing; PK: pickofts; vs-L: average allowed vs. lefties; vs-R: average allowed vs. nighties; H/9: hits per nine innings; BB/9: walks pitchers who appeared in the majority of games as a starting pi 3

?

‘macho, but he throws strikes.
Another youngster with a
chance to improve is K.C's Jeff
Suppan, who is only 25 and has
shown good command. For some,

. command is all it takes. Gil Here-

dia proves the old adage that all
you need to succeed is throw
strikes. He doesn’t do anything
well but throw strikes.

Sterling Hitchcock has redis-
covered the art of the strikeout,
but can’t break his habit of serving
up longhalls.

Steve Parris simply had no
business posting an 114 record
and 3.50 ERA last year. It took the
Reds' offensive firepower and tal-

ented bullpen, plus a megadose of
luck, to make Parris look so good.
Like Parris, Woody Williams
might have trouble keeping up the
pace this year. He should be ap-
plauded for breaking even with
the hapless Padres last year, but
don’t bet on it happening again.

QUESTION MARKS
Each of the following pitchers
carries serious auestions*

Can Kent Bottenfield keep do-
ing it with smoke and mirrors?
Does Bret Saberhagen have
yet another comeback left in him?
Will Todd Stottlemyre’s par-
tially torn rotator cuff hold up?
How will Justin Thompson
fare after his latest arm surgery?
Will Joey Hamilton — never a
noted fitness buff — work his way

back after shoulder surgery?
Will Chan Ha Darle he ahle #n

get it in gear before the All-Star
break, for once?

Will Ismael Valdes be able to
keep his ERA under 4.00 now that
he’ll be pitching in Wrigley Field?

Will Danryl Kile be plagued by
post-Colorado stress disorder?

Will Rolando Arrojo run
screaming
catch the next raft back to Cuba?
... Will Jose Jimenez follow —

st o bl RPN T R

ing from Coors Field and




" The Cubs, in desperate need of pitching, set a club record
by using 25 different pitchers, including 10 left-handers, in
1999. Help might be on the way, but not nearly of the magni-
tude of Kerry Wood. There also is substantial talent in the sys-
tem in the outfield as well as at the infield
positions.

SETBACKS: RHP Chris Gissell, a
fourth-rounder in 1996, was pounded in his
first season at Double-A before going down
with a shoulder injury. RHP Kurt Miller,
who led the organization in wins in 1998,
was ineffective early and was released to go

play in Japan. C-OF Pat Cline’s defensive struggles were
joined by offensive difficulties and hamstring problems at Tri-
ple-A. 3B Ron Walker, who emerged with a power bat in '98,
could not handle Double-A pitching in '99. LHP Nate Teut, a
13-game winner in '98, was a 12-game loser last season.

J
By Cosimo Mellace

Making it add up: Roosevelt Brown tallied 26 homers and 101
RBI in 457 at-bats between the majors and minors in '99.

NEARLY READY

HITTERS CLUB AVG AB H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB

Meyers, 28 WITE- 24 317 413 131 32 3 45 55 60. 39
Cole Liniak, 38 PAW 23 264 348 92 25 12 42 40 57 0
Jose Nieves, SS WA 24 268 392 105 25 11 59 24 65 1
Roosevelt Brown, OF WTE-WA 24 338 303 133 37 25 91 33 8 9
PITCHERS CLUB W L SVERA P _H BB SO
Steve Rain WTE-WA 24 3. 2 25 160 o4 3. 20 ®4
Richie Barker WA 2% 4 4 7 426 74 72 30 52
Brian McNichol * WA 25 10 11 0 558 161 194 55 120
Phillip Norton * WTE-WA 23 12 10 0 444 166 170 75 142
Scott Downs * mmlw— P~ B8 [ F 0 235 157 137 55 173
HITTERS CLUB Age AVG AB H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB
Jeff Goldbach, C AN 19 271 393 108 27 18 72 64 66 1
Dennis Abreu, 28 DAY 21 257 374 9% 10 2 30 13 69 29
David Kelton, 38 LAN 19 269 509 137 17 13 68 39 121 2
Jaisen Randolph, OF DAY 20 272 511 139 16 2 37 43 8 25
Corey Patterson, OF LAN 200 320 475 152 35 20 79 25 & 33
PITCHERS CLUB _Age W L SVERA IP__H BB SO

‘FRuben Quevedo 20 9 6 0 480 150 146 55 148
Chris Gissell WTE 21" 3 8 0599 88 121 62 &
Jeft Yoder DAY-WTE 23 100 5 1 292 145 123 75 1A
Ben Christensen CUBEUG-DAY 21 1 6 0 560 53 54 30 49

Nation * A8 5 0 382 137 123 48 138
HITTERS CLUB Age AVG_AB__H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB
Brad Ramsey, G DAY 212 30 70 15 O 44 40 67 1
Julio Zuleta, 1B WTE 295 482 142 37 21 97 351

Hes Choi, 18 LAN 321 2090 93 18 18

Tony Schrager, 28 LAN 27 392 106 31 16 73 103 {

Eric Hinske, 3B-1B  DAY-WA 29 460 136 28 20 B1 63 1
flon Walker, 38 WTE 219 302 66 20 9

Augie Ojeda, 55 ROC-BOW 267 461 123 18 10 60 57

307 411 126 9 3 50 29
.11 WY 2 1A I . B
301 449 135 32 17 74 66

PITCHERS CLUB Age W L SVERA IP_H B
Meyers 2 W43 017 140 e 50 1

RRXRIBRBRR
LoD N &

S
3
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38

Caros Zambrano LAN 18 13 7 0 417 153 150 62 98
Micheel Woerz . AN 20 11 12 0 4B 161 191 44 1%
Ray King * WA 25 4 ; 2 sg 43 3 02% 41
donCamon® UL DA 24 3 5 042 % B m
Ricardo Paima * AN 20 7 7 0294 135 134 4 79

“ left-anded pitcher; IWA: lowa (AAA); WTE: West T ; DAY: Daytona (A); LAN: Lansing
'mm‘mmmmmm@.mw W

NL CENTRAL PROSPECT REPORTS

Cubs will take time to matu

A 5 H g

re

NEARLY READY
ROOSEVELT BROWN (OF): A minor league Rule 5 draftee prior to the
1998 season, Brown had 64 at-bats for the big club but mostly split '39 be-
tween Double-A West Tenn and Triple-A lowa, hitting .338 and tying for
fourth in the minors with a .634 slugging percentage. His 22 homers fn 268
Triple-A at-bats translated into a Ruthian rate of one every 12.2 at-bats. His
26-game hitting streak was the longest inthe PCL Iin 1999 Despite beinga
modest 5-11 and 195 pounds, Brown has been a legitimate power source.
He has decent speed and a strong arm but doesn't always go hard after
the ball. A 20th-round pick of the Braves in 1993, Brown was dealt to the
Marlins for Temry Pendleton in "96. i
SCOTT DOWNS * Originally a third-round pick by the Cubs in
1997, Downs was th?Minngsol;yfor pitcher Mike Morgan late in the
1998 season and then re-acquired in the Rick Aguilera trade last June. Be-
tween Daytona and West Tenn, the 23-year-old ailoweq two or fewer
eamned runs in all but two of his 19 starts. Downs tossed his first pro shut-
out shortly after being reacquired, and was then promoted to West Tenn,
where he won his first five decisions. Downs ended the season with 24
consecutive scoreless innings at Pringles Park. The 6-2, 180-pounder has
a terrific curve and excellent control to compensate for not being a hard
thrower, mixing his upper-80s fastball and decent changeup gappmpnately.
Downs has had success working out of jams, indicated by his .191 oppo-
nent average with runners on base after the trade, and has been tough on

lefties.

CHAD MEYERS (2B): The scrappy, 185-pound Meyers is an ideal
top-of-the-order guy who bunts well, always hustles and has compiled
more walks than strikeouts, a .302 average and 115 stolen bases over the
Jast three seasons. The 24-year-old began the season at West Tenn and
stole 11 bases in his first eight games. After suffering through an 0-for-24
drought in mid-April, he hit 317 over his next 17 games and was caJ_!ed up
to Triple-A. He eventually was called up to get a look at big-league pnch_lpg
before rosters expanded in September. Meyers’ excellent speed, versatility
and love for the game have made him a favorite of the front office. He be-
came the first Cubs’ minor leaguer to swipe 60 bases in a season since
1987. A tireless worker, Meyers has improved his defense at second base
but has had chronic trouble with his throws to first. It's possible he might
be moved back to center field. Selected by the Cubs in the fifth round of
the 1996 draft, Meyers has been successful in 77% of his career stolen
base attemnpts.

UP AND COMING

BEN CHRISTENSEN (RHP): Though he posted a21-1 recordin three
years at Wichita State, including a 9-1 mark and 2.40 ERA in his final sea-
son, Christensen made himself infamous by beaning an opposing player
who was thought to be timing pitches in the on-deck circle. The contro-
versy dropped his stock and he fell to the 26th pick. Christensen lost his
first five pro decisions and was 1-6 with a 5.60 ERA over three levels, not
winning a game until Aug. 27. Christensen has a 6-4, 185-pound frame
and a fastball that can hit the mid-90s. He also has exceptional command
and a good breaking pitch to complement the fastball. The heater was in
the 89-92 mph range in his first few starts but warmed up as the season
progressed. While there is no doubting his upside as a power pitcher,
Christensen has to prove his makeup is of higher quality than evidenced in
the beaning incident.

JEFF GOLDBACH (C): A second-round pick in 1998, the 6-0, 190-
pounder earned Midwest League All-Star honors at just 20 years old.
Though Goldbach put up impressive numbers, his batting average was in-
consistent from month to month. He also went from May 5 to June 27 with-
out a home run. The slugger also did much better at hitter-friendly Lansing.
The right-handed hitter projects to hit for power and average as he pro-
gresses, but is a dead pull hitter with a prolific uppercut, which merits con-
cemn. Defensively, he has a lot of room for improvement. Despite above-
average arm strength, he threw out just 27% of basestealers while leading
the league with 23 passed balls in 87 games and committing nine errors.
The Cubs love his makeup and work ethic and believe that will help him
overcome his relative inexperience behind the plate.

DAVID KELTON (3B): The 19-year-old Keiton had a great first half at
Lansing, batting .300. He was very streaky in the power department, how-
ever. He didn't go deep before May 22, homered six times from June 26-
July 23, and didn't hit another homer for the rest of the year. The Cubs like
Kelton's level swing, ability to lash line drives to all fields, and speed. But he
needs to be more patient and make better contact to enjoy success as he
advances further up the ladder. A shortstop in high school, Kelton was
moved to the hot corner after being drafted because of concerns about his
arm. The Cubs like his reactions and range, but he committed 32 errors
and posted a fielding percentage of under .900 for the second consecutive
season. Kelton was a second-round draft pick in 1998.

COREY PATTERSON (OF): e third overall pick in the 1998 draft,

Patterson is one of baseball's most promising players. The Class A

Midwest League's Prospect of the Year matched impressive on-field ~

W

skills with a level of maturity that could not have been expected from
an 18-year-old making his pro debut right out of high school. Pat-
terson began slowly, collecting just three hits without an RBI in his first
22 at-bats, after missing the first week of the season with a hand lacer-
ation. He hit .314 the rest of April, including his first pro home run on the
month’s final day, and batted at least .310 in each full month thereafter. He
led the league with 72 extra-base hits and a .592 slugging percentage, and
also put together a 15-game hitting streak from May 20-June 20, during
which he missed time with a fractured finger on his left hand. He hit for the
cycle as part of a five-hit game in early July. He continued to impress as the
youngest player in the Arizona Fall League, ranking fourth with a .368 aver-
age and third with a .581 slugging percentage. The son of a former NFL de-
fensive back, Patterson has tremendous all-around skills. The 5-10, 175-
pounder generates good bat speed and has shown ability to hit to all fields.
RUBEN QUEVEDO (RHP): Acquired along with lefties Micah Bowie
and Joey Nation in a deadline deal that sent Jose Hernandez and Terry
Mulholland to the Braves, Quevedo impressed the Cubs enough to be
considered a candidate for their 2000 starting rotation at the age of 21.
Though he struggled at Richmond as the youngest player in the In-
ternational League, he made a huge turnaround following the deal. He had
had trouble with the longball with the Braves, allowing 26 homers in 105%
innings, but just one while with lowa in the PCL. The 6-1, 180-pounder
didn't pitch more than six innings in any of his starts with Richmond, yet

‘This is the fifth of a six-part series looki g at
the top prospects in each division, from those near
ready for the majors to those who made noise in °
The writers report for Howe SportsData. :
This issue: NL Central. Next issue: NL West.

pitched into the seventh three times with lowa. Quevedo has a low-90s
fastball that sneaks up on batters thanks to a fiuid delivery and a loose arm.
He also has a decent curve and changeup. Quevedo had good success
against left-handed hitters in '99, affording them just a .206 average.
Signed by the Braves at age 16, Quevedo entered 1999 with a3.12 ERAIn
three pro seasons.

HEE SEOP CHOI (1 B): One of the best teen-age baseball players in
Korea, Choi signed with the Cubs in March and had an outstanding pro de-
but at Lansing. The left-handed hitter drove in 23 runs in his first 17 games
and posted an on-base percentage of .422 and a slugging percentage of
610 for the season. The latter would have been the best in the league if
he'd had enough at-bats to qualify. A teammate of Byung-Hyun Kim (Dia-
mondbacks) on the Korean Junior national team, Choi not only handled
opposing pitchers with aplomb, he did the same with the new culture. The
-5, 240-pounder is an outstanding hitter with a quick bat, power to all
fields and an idea of what he wants to do at the plate. The Cubs like him as
a first baseman despite his 18 emors in 79 games but also feel he has the
speed and arm to hold down a corner outfield spot if necessary. He is on
an extensive weight program this winter to strengthen his upper body.

MIKE MEYERS (RHP): A 26th-round pick in the 1997 draft, the 22-
year-old not only won 14 games, but his 1.73 ERA led all minor league
starters in 1999. Splitting his time between Daytona and West Tenn, he also
ranked second among all minor league pitchers with a .179 opponent bat-
ting average and sixth among starters with 11,10 strikeouts per nine in-
nings. Meyers put together 29% consecutive innings without allowing an
earned run at one stretch in Daytona. In his five Southern League starts, he
was even more dominant. He reached double digits in strikeouts three
times, including a career-high 13, and fanned six consecutive batters inthe
game before that. The 6-2, 210-pound Meyers’ success has stemmed
from an outstanding curve and the ability to set up hitters. Despite having a
fastball that barety reaches the low 90s, he can make it appear much faster
with his pitch sequence. With a bulldog mentality, Meyers never gets rat-
tied and has been able to work out of jams consistently. Prior to 1999,
Meyers had gone 24-9, 2.18 ERA in his three minor league seasons, post-
ing a strikeout-to-walk ratio of over three-to-one and affording the opposi-
tion just a .204 average. A native of Ontario, Meyers also represented Can-
ada in the Pan Am Games last summer.

CARLOS ZAMBRANO (RHP): Considered to have the best arm and
the highest ceiling among pitchers in the Cubs’ system, Zambrano won 13
games for Lansing at age 18. Though he began the '89 season in the buil-
pen, he was incorporated into Lansing's starting rotation by mid-April and
posted a five-hit shutout in his fourth start. The native of Venezuela has a
sturdy 6-4, 220-pound frame, and gets his fastball up into the mid-90s. He
also has a good curve and does a good job of keeping the ball down for a
power pitcher, allowing just nine home runs in 153’ innings.

JULIO ZULETA (1B): Coming out of nowhere to lead all Cubs minor
leaguers with a .331 average and 106 RBI in 1998, the 24-year-old Pana-
manian led the organization in homers and RBI in 1999 while posting a ca-
reer-high 21 round-trippers and 97 RBI at West Tenn. He also belted 37
doubles and compiled a .519 slugging percentage. Coming out of his
crouch and displaying more of a stand-up stance at the plate by midsea-
son, he began hitting line drives with more consistency and his power
numbers increased. Though he tailed off a bit toward the end of the sea-
son, Zuleta finished second in the Southern League in RBI and extra-base
hits (62). In addition to coming into his own as
a consistent producer with the bat, Zu-

leta has also become a competent
first baseman. At 6-6 and 230
pounds, the converted catcher pre-
sents a big target. He also trimmed
his error total down from 15in 1998
to nine in "99. Zuleta is mainly a
pull hitter who crowds the
plate.

Leadoff-type: Chad
Meyers has 12 homers
in four minor league
seasons, none above
Double-A.

By Rodger M. Wood
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NL CENTRAL PROSPECT

he 1999 season was a dream for the Cincinnati Reds. They
one game of reaching the playoffs, and many
~ young players, some developed by the organization, emerged

‘as quality major leaguers, Heading into the 2000 season, the
Reds’ farm system has several young
outfield prospects, a few quality in-
field prospects and a solid catcher —
but few mound hopefuls. There are no
open spots for infielders at the mo-
ment, however. While the Reds have
several talented outfielders, none are
ready to step in at the big-league level,
nor should the Reds count on getting much pitching help from

SETBACKS: RHP Ted Rose, who posted an 11-win sea-
son at Double-A in 1998, saw his '99 season ruined by an injury

to the bone in his upper arm. After a promising 7-3, 2.80 ERA
in the shortseason Pioneer League, LHP Robert Madritsch
missed the entire

NEARLY READY
AVG AB__H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB

HITTERS CLUB A
Jason LaRue, C IND 25 251 263 66 12 12 .37 15 §2 0
10

IND 24 206 433 128 36
UP AND COMING

9

1999 season recov-
ering from shoul-
der surgery. Ma-
dritsch was a
sixth-round pick in
the 1998 draft.
RHP

Darrell

By Steve Moore

Hussman, a 1998
fourth-round pick,
also missed the en-
tire season with
arm problems. OF
Johnny Oliver, a
first-round pick in
1996, was traded
in midseason.

Hit and run:
Shortstop Travis
Dawkins batted
.300 with 53 stolen
bases between
Class A and Dou-
ble-A last year. He
hit .364 in 32
games at the latter
level.
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Age AVG AB H 2B HR RBI_BB SO SB

HITTERS CLUB
Larson, 38 RKF-CNG 23 294 422 124 28 25 94 35 118 18

Travis Dawkins, S5  RKF-CNG
Ben Broussard, OF  BIL-CLN-CNG

Austin Keams, OF  RKF 19 256 426 110 36

20 300 434 130 17 10 45 49 55 &3
94 430 292 O7 20 24 75 48 15 2

13 48 50 120 21

Adam Dunn, OF  RKF 19 307 313 %6 160 11 44 46 B4 2

PITCHERS CLUB Age W L SVERA IP_H BB SO

Pl Memel CLWCNGIND 21 10 B 0 418 149 "143. 743 108

Rob Bell CNG-RDS 2 3 6 0293 B 78 17 79

Justin Atchley CNG-IND 2676 107 1 380 121153 24 76
T . DNP

AVG AB _H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB
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485 127718 1 30 30 66 52
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506. 165 37 17 75 83 58 25

527 152 36 11 60 35 86 28

41 121 23 13 76 20 66

W L SVERA IP H BB_SO

5 6 257 71 60 38 64

5 0 440 158 169 55 139

8 05f2 77 45 80
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6 0 547 88 58 74

8 2 462 146 3405

9 0 417 132 65 129

4 1 342 160 54 109
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NEARLY READY

JASON LaRUE (C): LaRue has established himseff as one of he top
hitting catchers in the minor leagues. During a seven-week stint with Gin-
cinnati at midseason, the 25-year-old showed the Reds he could handle
the defensive responsibllities of the post. The 1995 fifth-round pick is not
imposing at 5-11 and 200 pounds, but he's hit for average and extra bases
throughout his career while making consistent contact. The right-handed
hitter won the Southemn League batting title in '98 (.365) and legged out 20
infield hits, showing very good speed for a catcher. In 1997, he set a South
Atlantic League record with 50 doubles. LaRue has thrown out about 35%
of basestealers the last two years and has improved defensively, though
his passed-ball totals are still a little high.

UP AND COMING

TRAVIS DAWKINS (SS)' The 20-year-old played in Class A, Dou-
ble-A, and the major leagues and for Team USA in the Pan Am games last
season and impressed all with his outstanding defensive skills, basesteal-
ing ability and bat. After hitting just 264 with just seven doubles and one
homer in 367 at-bats in the Midwest League in 1998, he hit .300 at two lev=
els with 17 doubles, 10 homers and 53 stolen bases last season, leading
the organization in steals for the second year in a row. After being bothered
by burions all of 98 and having his season end in late July because of a
fractured toe, Dawkins improved his power numbers significantly in 1999.
“Gookie” has similar skills to Pokey Reese, but projects to be a better hitter
because he'’s more selective and makes consistent contact. Dawkins has
great speed and uses the entire field, but would be mare effective if he hit
the ball on the ground more often. He's ready for the major leagues now
defensively. The 6-1, 180-pounder is quick, agile and smooth with good
range, a strong arm and soft hands.

ROB BELL (RHP): Reluctantly included by Atlanta in the Bret Boone
deal after the 1998 season, Bell became one of the Reds' top pitching
prospects the day he was acquired, but he lost valuable developmental
time last season because of a shoulder problem that limited him to 80 in-
nings. Bell was sidelined for three months with a problem similar to the
weakened shoulder that Denny Neagle experienced. The 22-year-old end-
ed up making 12 starts and then continued to strengthen his arm in the Ari-
zona Fall League, going 4-1 with a 4.76 ERA in eight starts, walking eight
and fanning 34 in 34 innings. Likened to a young John Smoltz, Bell has
good size (6-5, 225 pounds) and throws a devastating curveball to go with
an average fastball and an improved changeup, a pitch he made progress
with this season. He also is confident and never gets rattled. The 1995
third-round pick led the Carolina League with 197 strikeouts in 1998,

TY HOWINGTON (LHP): The signing of this 1999 first-round pick just
days before he enrolled in junior college came as a big relief to the Reds.
Howington was only the fourth southpaw the Reds had selected in the first
round since the draft was started in 1985. The 19-year-old already stands
6-5 and weighs 220 pounds, and he can throw his fastball in the mid-90s.
He also has a great breaking ball and makeup, and the Reds plan on chal-
lenging the first-year player in the Midwest League this season.

BEN BROUSSARD (UF) In 2 memorable game during his first pro
month with Billings, Broussard went 5-for-5 with three homers and 11
RBI, setting league records in RBI and total bases (16). His 11 RBI
were the most in a minor league game this decade. The 6-2, 220-
pounder out of McNeese State led the minors with a .496 aver-
age in July, and when promoted to Clinton after 38 games he
was leading the league in homers (14), on-base percentage
(.527) and slugging (.800), and was second in batting (.407) and
RBI (48). He spent less than a week at Clinton before moving
up to Double-A Chattanooga. Broussard struggled there,
batting .213 with eight homers and 21 RBI in 35 games, but
had four homers and 10 RBI in his first six starts. Broussard
continued to pound the ball in the California Fall League, batting .387
with nine homers and 34 RBI, giving him a .347 average with 30 dou-
bles, 33 homers and 109 RBI in his first 114 pro games. Although he
earmed Southland Conference Hitter of the Year honors as he set aslew of
records, Broussard's second-round selection was somewhat surpris-
ing since he doesn't have “projectable tools.” The collegiate first
baseman converted to left field because of the presence of Sean

Casey in Gincinnati and struggled there, making seven er-
rors in 53 games while showing a subpar throwing
arm. Broussard is not a speedster but is a hard work-

er.

AUSTIN KEARNS (m. Kearns was selected
Kentucky's Mr. Baseball in 1998 and was the Reds’
top pick that spring. A two-way player in high school
with a fastball registenng 93 mph, Keams was re-
garded as a pitcher until his velocity dipped 5 mph
his senior season. Keamns hit 315 in 30 games at Bill-
ings in 1998 and in two years of pro ball has made a
smooth transition to right field, showing solid tracking
skills, instincts and a strong arm. [n addition to his talent,
Kearns endeared himself to his coaches by displaying a /
great attitude and willngness to leam. The 19-yearold shows g
promising power potential. The 6-4,” 210-pounder also
swiped 21 bases but struck out 120 times in 426 at-bats.
ADAM DUNN (UF): A power/speed package with leader-
ship qualities, Dunn had been the backup quarterback at the
University of Texas but gave up

the sport last summer

to concentrate on

baseball. Dunn y

hit .307 with 16
doubles, 11
homers, 44

RBI and 21

stolen bases

in93 games at
Rockford when

he finally tumed

his attention to the
sport full time, fin-
ishing the campaign
by batting .441 in his
last 102 at-bats, The

1998 second-round pick would have been a certain first-rounder if not for-
his commitment to football. The 6-5, 235 pounder has 30-homer/30-steal
potential and already exhibits a discerning eye at the plate. His athieticism |
should serve him well at either comer outfield spot, and his amm is more

than playable.
BRANDON LARSON (3B): The 14th overall player selected in the

1997 draft, Larson stayed healthy for the first time in 1999 after having his
first two seasons end early because of injury. The 1997 season ended after
11 games because of an ankle injury, and he blew out his knee 18 games
into the 1998 season. The 23-year-old had three game-winning hormiers
and went deep nine times over a 14-game stretch in 1999, but a wristinjury
prevented him from playing in the Arizona Fall League. The right-handed
hitter is a serious power threat but gives away too many at-bats, walking
35 times against 118 strikeouts in 422 at-bats. He's also a little too pull-
conEcious. Defensively, the 6-0, 205-pounder, a shortstop in college, made
33 errors and fielded 900 at the hot corner. Larson has the arm for the po-
sition, though his agility and quickness are suspect. A two-time national
champion at LSU, he was MVP of the College World Series in '97 (368, 3
HR)and seta NCAA record for shortstops with 40 home runs that season.

ANTONIO PEREZ (2B): The youngest everyday piayer in the Midwest
League, Antonio Perez showed outstanding speed, defensive promise and
an advanced bat with a little pop. The 17-year-old second baseman, play-
ing for Rockford, batted 200 the month of April before hitting .338 in May
and .321 in August. He scored runs in nine and 12 consecutive games dur-
ing the course of the season. Although still raw in all phases of the game,
the right-handed hitter has shown a solid understanding of the strike zone,
though he needs to learn to use the entire field and take a few more pitch-
es. He went six weeks without a walk in midseason but walked 21 times in
August. Speed is his best tool right now, but his 29 infield hits and 35 stolen
bases will improve once he learns to hit the ball on the ground more often
and refine his base-stealing technique. Perez played the first half of 99 at
second base and then switched to shortstop. He committed a combined
36 erors between the two, not bad for a player his age, but his subpar arm

will probably place the 5-11, 175-pounder at second base.
BRADY CLARK (OF): Ciark, a non-drafted free agent from San Diego
State whose career almost ended before it started, followed an injury-
plagued 1998 with the Southern League MVP award and aspot on the 40-
man roster. He does not excel at any one aspect, but he does everything
well and has a great work ethic. The 26-year-old missed more than half of
'08 because of a stress fracture in his shin but returned to Chattanooga last
year to lead the league in batting. He was second in runs (103), hits (165),
on-base (425) and walks and was the third-toughest hitter in
the league to strike out. He hit .336 with runners on base and hit well
against left-handers, batting .331 with six homers and more walks than
strikeouts. The 6-2, 195-pounder has five solid tools and plays the game
the right way. He drives the ball the opposite way, shows excellent com-
mand of the strike zone and hustles all the time. An above-average right
fielder with a plus arm, Clark originally signed in January 1996 but was re-
leased three months later because of a broken hamate bone. He re-signed
the following spring and eamed Midwest League All-Star honors

in '97, batting .325 with 108 runs.

ALEJANDRO DIAZ (OF): The first Japanese League
player signed under a new baseball trade agreement in-
stituted in 1999, the Reds acquired the rights to Diaz and
signed the talented Dominican native in March. Listed
as 21 at the time of his signing, Diaz impressed the front
office with a strong throwing arm and outfield instincts,
but his bat and speed were suspect. It was later dis-
covered that he was 24 years old. He began the
1999 season in extended spring training nursing a
calcium deposit on his right elbow, and he then
went just 2-for-31 after joining Class A Clinton
in May. He heated up soon afterward and
was promoted to Chattanooga. One Reds
official compared his defense to Roberto
\ Clemente's because of his strong am
\ and outfield instincts, although he

played center field instead of right
field. The 5-9 right-handed hitter
showed some extra-base potential
but was not too selective, drawing
just 20 walks. Diaz used the entire.
field and legged out 25 infield hits,
but did not hit the ball on the ground
enough to take advantage of his

speed.
ADRIAN BURNSIDE (LHP): A
Rule 5 pick taken from the Dodgers
organization in December, Burnside
hopes to become the third Australian-
bom player to appear in the major
leagues for Cincinnati. When he was
throwing in the upper-80s, the Dodgers
dropped Bumside down from over the
top to three-quarters and his fastball in-
creased to the low- to mid-90s. He also
throws a pretty good slider. The 6-4, 190-
pounder was 1-10 with a 7.81 ERA at Class
A San Bernardino in 1998 but improved to
10-9 with a 4.17 ERA last season with his
new motion. He struck out 129 batters in
132 innings and was 10-7 with a3’
ERA as a starter. He allowed two eamed
runs or fewer in 13 of 22 starts.

Speed bump: After coming

over from Atlanta in the Denny
Neagle trade, Rob Bell missed
half of '99 with injuries.
By Rodger M, Wood
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Despite a smaller budget than most organizations and a rep-
utation for poor drafts in the '90s, the Astros have a solid minor
league system that has produced many players. The Astros
traded away several prospects in 1997 and 1998 to bring in Jay
Powell, Moises Alou and Randy
Johnson. Although they made
no such moves last season,
those trades depleted much of
the overall depth the organiza-
tion had accumulated. Pitching
is the Astros’ strength in 2000. There are few if any position
players with a chance to contribute in the near future®™

SETBACKS: C Mitch Meluskey was limited to 33 at-bats
with a shoulder injury. SS-2B Jhonny Perez batted .250 at
Double-A and couldn't find full-time duty. RHP Brad Lidge, a
first-rounder in 98 limited to 32 innings his first two years, suf-
fered elbow problems for the second consecutive year. LHP
Dere_k Root, who posted a 2.89 ERA and emerged as a pros-
pect in "98, lost 16 games and became a six-year free agent.
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By Steve Moore

Lance Berkman: The switch-hitting outfielder's homers fell
from 30 to 12 as he split time between Triple-A and the majors.

NEARLY READY
HITTERS CLUB _Age AVG AB _H 2B HR RBI BB SO _SB
Carlos Hemandez, 55 NO 23 203 355 104 14 0 43 27 65 22
Lance Berkman, OF NO 23 323 226 73 20 8 49 39 47 7
PITCHERS cLuB Age W L SVERA P_H BB SO
Wade Miller NO 73 11 9 0 438 162 156 64 135
UP AND COMING

HITTERS CLUB Age AVG AB__H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB
< John Buck, C AUB-MCH 197 239 243 58 18 3 23 27 51 7
Adam Everett, S5 TRE 22 263 338 89 11 10 44 41 64 21
PITCHERS CLUB Age W L SVERA IP_H BB SO
Tony McKnigit JOK 22 9 0 0 275 160 134 44 18
Eric Ireland KIS-JCK 2 10 8 0 224 185 164 32 148
Aoy Oswalt MCH 22713 "4 0 446 151 144 54 143
Mike Nannini MCH-AUB 19 9 13 0 326 163 162 48 154
Wilfredo *KS 20 15 7 0 288 153 108 62 148
HITTERS CLUB Age AVG AB _H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB
* Mike Rose, C KIS-ICK 23 213 348 95 16 14 40 72 74 12
Kevin Bums, 18 JCK 24 281 352 99 21 12 58 42 74 6
Aaron McNeal, 18 MCH 21 310 536 166 20 38 131 40 121 7
Jnonny Perez, 28 JCK 23 250 276 69 16 4 25 19 44 7
Chris Truby, 38 JCK 25 282465 131 21 28 87 36 88 20
Juio Lugo, SS JCK 23 319 445 142 24 10 42 44 53 25
Chad Alexander, OF  JCK-NO 250 293 413 1210 2 11 52 40 80 9
Eric Cole, OF KIS-JCK 23 255 514 131 28 15 75 40 131 23
- Colin Porter, OF ~ MCH 237201 453 132 28 18 63 53 128 23
PITCHERS CLUB Age W L SVERA IP_H BB SO
Tim Redding 21 8 6 14 497 105 84 76 141
Tony Mounce * JCK-NO 24 5 3 035 79 74 43 90
Jenome Robertson *  JOK 22046 7 0 3067 187 184 45 133
Bryan Braswel * JoK z.a, 9 10 0 45 171 180 54 131
Carlos Hemandez *  MAR VRESTUITS0 7050557 @0V RanEIB
*- left-handed ; NO: New Orleans (AAA); JCIK: Jackson (AA); KIS: K‘vs:wwnee A M‘CH:I

iﬁ ~ Michigan (A); AUB: Auburn (SS-A). MAR: Martinsvilla (Rookie). ‘
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NEARLY READY

LANCE BERKMAN (OF): Though limited to 319 at-bats in 1999,
Berkman continued to display the talents that prompted Houston to select
him in the first round of 1997 ouit of Rice University. After missing more than
a month because of a knee injury, Berkman picked up where he left off in
his standout 1998 season, when he was MVP of the Triple-A World Series.
He hit for both average (.323) and power (.518 slugging) while showing fine
plate discipline for a young slugger. A switch-hitter, Berkman has power to
all fields but is a better hitter from the left side. The 6-1, 205-pounder was a
collegiate first baseman but has played most of his pro career in the out-
field. Berkman shows good hands and a decent arm for a left fielder. Inad-
dition to being an outstanding hitter, the 24-year-old has been praised for
his makeup and work ethic.

CARLOS HERNANDEZ (23"55): A quality defensive player with
good speed, Hernandez s an acrobatic second baseman with quick feet
and sure hands. He has played both second base and shortstop with the
organization. The 5-9, 175-pounder managed just 14 extra-base hits, all
doubles, in 398 plate appearances in the hitter-friendly PCL last year. De-
spite showing little patience at the plate, Herandez does a good job of
slapping the ball to all fields and led New Orleans with 22 infield hits in
1999. For the second consecutive season, the 24-year-old s_howeq a
knack for delivering in the clutch. After batting .336 with runners in scornng
position in 1998, he batted .368 in those situations last year.

WADE MILLER (RHP): Coming off a hand injury that cut his 1998
campaign short, Miller came to New Orleans fully recovered in 1999 and
re-established himself as one of the top pitching prospects on the farm. Af-
ter going 15-5 between two Class A clubs in 1897, Miller was on the fast
track to the big leagues. He opened 1998 by winning all five of his deci-
sions and posting a 2.32 ERA when his season ended May 31 with tendin-
itis in his middle finger. In 1999, the 23-year-old fanned 34 batters in 31 in-
nings in May and had his best month of the year in June, going 4-1 with a
2.63 ERA. The 6-2, 185-pounder has a mid-90s fastball with good life. He
also throws two breaking pitches and a changeup, but his offspeed pitches
lack consistency.

UP AND COMING

ADAM EVERETT (SS): Everett, acquired from the Red Sox this off-
season in the Carl Everett trade, is an excellent defensive shortstop with
some projected offensive upside. Freed from the shadow of Nomar Gar-
ciaparra in Boston, the 22-year-old will fit nicely into the Astros’ infield
plans. A first-round pick in '98, he went 200 at-bats before hitting his first
pro home run but went deep three times in his next 40 at-bats. In 1999,
Everett missed the month of May with a broken pinky. The 8-1, 170-
pound Everett has above-average range, a good glove, a strong arm - ~
and fluid motion. He is a spray hitter with above-average speed. His =
80.8% stolen-base percentage ranked fourth in the Eastern League. I+

ERIC IRELAND (RHP): A second-round draft pick in 1995, Ire-
land is a durable pitcher who throws three pitches for strikes and
has excellent command. His nine-inning perfect game against St.
Petersburg in June was just the fourth in the history of the Florida
State League and the first since 1975. The 6-1, 170-pounder led
the FSL with a 2.06 ERA and 170% innings pitched, had the sec-
ond-lowest walk rate in the league (1.53) and allowed the
third-fewest fewest baserunners per nine innings (9.67). Over-

all, adding in his brief call-up to Double-A Jackson, his 2.24

ERA was the fourth-best in the minors last year. In addition

to his perfect game, Ireland carried a no-hitter into the
ninth inning in another start. The 22-year-old allowed
two earned runs or fewer in 18 of his 24 starts for
Kissimmee and has yet to miss a start in his
four-year pro career. He's also led his
league in innings pitched the last
three seasons, including a mi-
nor league-leading 206 in

1998. Ireland was 14-9 for
lower-level Class A Quad
City that year, finishing
second in the Midwest
League in wins and strike- .
outs (191). While not overpo-
wering, Ireland reaches 90 mph
with his fastball and also throws a slid-
er and a changeup. All of his pitches have
good movement, and he does a good job of
keeping the ball down.

TONY McKNIGHT (RHP): Houston's first-
round pick in the 1995 draft, McKnight enjoyed his
best year as a pro in 1999. He shaved nearly two
runs off his ERA while making the jump to Dou-
ble-A. Despite his .500 record, he still eamed Texas
League All-Star honors. The 6-5, 205-pounder has
a late-breaking curve ball and a fastball in the low
90s. Last year, McKnight established a third quality
pitch with his changeup, which drastically improved
his success against right-handers. After allowing
more hits than innings pitched in each of his first four
campaigns, McKnight permitted just 134 in 160% in-
nings in 1999. Furthermore, he cut his hit batters and
wild pitches in half. After allowing a .301 average in the
Florida State League in 1998, he limited batters to a
.222 mark in the Texas League, the third-best mark in
the league during '99. That comparison is especially
impressive since the Texas League is known as a hit-
ters’ league while the FSL has been considered kind
to pitchers. The 22-year-old has been hampered by
injuries throughout his career. He battled tendinitis in N
1999 and has had both elbow and shoulder prob-
lems in the past.

WILFREDO RODRIGUEZ (LHP): Abig, young,
hard-throwing left-hander, Rodriguez has every de-
sirable trait for a pitching prospect. He led the Flori-
da State League in wins (15) and strikeouts (148)
while finishing sixth in ERA (2.88). A product of
Houston's vaunted Venezuelan scouting pipeline,

b A

Rodriguez made his pro debut in 1997 in the rookie

T " -level Guif Coast
League, striking out 71 in 68 innings. Still growing into his 6-5, 200-pound
frame, Rodriguez features a fastbell in the mid-00s with wicked movement.
He complements his heater with a hard-breaking curve and has
command of both pitches. The 20-year-old pitched five or more innings in
24 of his first 25 outings and was consistent all year.

CARLOS HERNANDEZ (LHP): Aded by an 8- to 9-mph increase in
his fastball, Hemandez became one of the most dominant pitchers in the
Appalachian League. Hernandez, who was more of a finesse pitcher when
he signed with the Astros back in the spring of 1987, struck out a minor
league-high 18, including eight in a row at one point, over seven innings to
lead his team to the victory that clinched their division title. The 19-year-old
split time between the bullpen and the rotation until August, when he was
given a good look as a starter. He promptly posted a 1.44 ERA in six starts
down the stretch. Over 31% innings, the southpaw fanned 56 while yielding
just 18 hits. Hernandez, whose best pitch is a sharp-moving curveball, also
struck out 11 or more in each of his final three outings. Hernandez led the
Appalachian League in ERA and has good command of his pitches. He is
very consusternt at throwing strikes and maintaining proper mechanics. Still,
because of his young age, the Venezuelan native needs some work on his

5-10, 145-pound physique.
JULIO um (SS): An exciting player with plenty of speed and good
pop for a middle infielder, the 6-0, 165-pounder turned in another fine sea-
son at the plate in 1999 despite missing time because of an automabile ac-
cident and assorted ailments. Lugo tied his career high with 10 home runs
and fanned just 53 times in 497 plate appearances, batting .363 over the
last two months of the season. A top-of-the-order hitter, he batted over
.300 against both righties and lefties. The 24-year-old makes good contact
but needs to hit more balls on the ground to take advantage of his speed
as he is considered one of the fastest players in the organization. Defen-
sively, the Venezuelan native has great range, good hands and a decent
arm for a shortstop but needs improvement with his footwork and re-
actions to the ball. The organization likes his makeup and wants
him to remain at short for now. Currently residing in Brooklyn,
N.Y,, Lugo attended junior college in Texas and was a 43rd-
round draft pick in 1994. In his five-year career, Lugo has a .358
on-base percentage and has been successful on 73% of his

stolen base attempts.

AARON McNEAL (1B): McNeal had a breakout season in
his second year in the Midwest League, finishing second in the mi-
nors in both RBI (131) and total bases (315), and winning the league
MVP award. After batting just .225 in April, McNeal batted .325 the
rest of the way to finish at .310. The 21-year-old led the league in both
hits (166) and home runs (38), finishing with 17 more homers than the
runner-up. His 131 RBI established a record for Astros’ farmhands.
McNeal hit well both at home (.297) and on the road (.321) and batted over
.300 against both righties and lefties. Featuring raw and a com-

pact swing, he averaged a home run every 14.11 at-bats, and while he
fanned 121 times, it was an increase of just nine strikeouts in an additional
174 plate appearances from the previous year. The 6-3, 230-pounder is
solid defensively at first base with a good giove and a knack for digging
throws out of the dirt. A 27th-round draft pick in 1995, McNeal has moved
slowly through the system, but his 1999 campaign might speed that climb
now.

JEROMIE ROBERTSON (LHP): For the third consecutive
season, Robertson topped the double-digit mark in wins, es-
tablishing a career high with 15 at Jackson. He led the Texas
League in wins and finished third in ERA (3.06) while
breaking former Astro great Mike Scott's 22-year-old
franchise record for innings pitched with 191. While
not overpowering, Robertson can hit 90 mph with his
fastball and has developed an effective changeup. He
works both sides of the plate and has excellent control
ST for a young southpaw. After struggling with consistency
in 1998, Robertson made 17 quality starts last year and
put together a streak of eight consecutive wins in which
he allowed just 12 earned runs over 59% innings (1.81
ERA). A 24th-round draft pick in 1995, the 22-year-
old Robertson has a 41-28 record in his four-year
career with a 3.31 ERA.
GHRIS TRUBY (3B): with 59 home runs and
127 extra-base hits over the past two seasons,
Truby has started to show solid power after a
slow start to his pro career. After playing at three
levels in 1998, he spent the entire season with
Jackson last year and was selected as the team’s
MVP. Truby led the squad in both home runs 28)
and RBI (87). After spending parts of four seasons in
the lower-level Midwest League, Truby had a break-
out year in 1998 as he led the organization in hits
(162), total bases (306), home runs (31) and RBI (112)
while advancing all the way to Triple-A. He starred in the
playoffs that year, collecting 15 hits in 31 at-bats. From
July 1 through the end of the season, Truby batted .309.
A non-drafted free agent back in 1992, Truby is a pull
hitter with a tendency to swing at bad pitches. However,
he makes solid contact and has good speed, swiping 20
bases last year despite suffering from tencﬁmms in his
knee. The 6-2, 190-pounder is very solid in the field.
With great range and soft hands, he's the top defen-
sive third baseman in the system. While his am is
just average, the 26-year-old displays great foot-
work and sharp reflexes.

No, not that one: This Car-
b los Hernandez is a fleet mid-
dle infielder for the Astros,
not a catcher for San Diegdo,
or even an Astros left-hander.
By Morris Fostoff
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By Joe Barbieri

The Brewers spent another season out of contention,
prompting an overhaul in the front office. The organization be-
gins the new year with a new GM and farm director, among
others. Overall, the farm system is not blessed with an abun-
dance of talent. There are some exciting
pitchers scattered throughout but practi-
cqlly nothing in the way of position players
with a legitimate chance.

SETBACKS: RHP Jose Garcia, one
of the better pitchers in the California
Lﬁ:)guq in 1998.fmised all of '99 with an
elbow injury suffered in spring training.
OF Bucky Jacobsen, who emerged in '98 with 27 homers at
the lower Class A level, was overmatched at Double-A, and did
not take well to a switch to first base. OF Anthony lapoce,
who battgd .314 with 181 hits and 35 steals in 1998, fell to .227,
49 and eight last season. RHP Doug Johnston, a 13-game
winner in "98, struggled at Double-A.

Bopy ‘

By Stan Denny
Time on his side: Allen Levrault, with 27 pro victories, is only
22 years old. He has gone 20-13 over the last two seasons,
reaching Triple-A late last year.

NEARLY READY

HITTERS CLUB Age AVG_AB__H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB

Kevin Barker, 1B LOU 24 276 442 123 27 23 87 53 %4 2

Santiago Perez, S5 LOU 23 263 407 107 23 7 38 31 94 21

PITCHERS CLUB Age W L SVERA 1P H BB SO

Alen Levrault HVL-LOU 2 10 5 0 477 134 125 49115
CO

HITTERS CLUB Age AVG AB _H 2B HR RBI BB SO _SB
Jeff Deardorfi, 38 STK 71 266 436 116 22 10 47 40 150 2
Chad Green, OF HVL 24 246 422 104 22 10 46 46 109 28

24 222 306 68 14 8 a4 4 72 7

Ain Momow, OF  BLT 21 233 296 69 11 3 41 47 121 0
PITCHERS CcLUB Age W_L_SVERA P _H BB SO
Paul Stewart STK 21 10 11 0 396 170 171 61 117
Ben Sheets 0GD-STK 21 0D 404 3 31 16 40
JM. Gold BT 19 6 10 0 540 112 120 54 @
L BLT 19 7 5 90 8 50 80 125

AVG AB__H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB

HITTERS CLUB A
Brian Moon, C STK. 25 265 386 102 14 2 30 37 40 6

Mickey Lopez, 28 HVL-LOU 25 306 496 152 33 10 T

Jeff Picider, 2B STK-HL 23 316 494 156 22 2 65 38 54 16
Soft Kirby, 38-18  BU-STK 22 206 449 133 29 27 83 72 118 6
Chris Rowan, S8 STK 20 237 431 102 25 11 685 30 142 9
26 277 499 138 26 15 B89 33 104 10

24 34 42 8%

276 36 36

310 8 2

NL CENTRAL PROSPECT REPORTS

aims to restock minors

RLY READY

LEVRAULT (RHP): Levrault dominated Double-A hitters in
1999 after going 1-5 witha 5,89 ERA in 11 starts at that level in 1998. Start-
ing the season as one of the Southemn League's youngest hurlers, the 21-
year-old led the league's starting pitchers in opposition average (.213) and
baserunners per nine innings (10.38), the second consecutive season he
led his league in those categories. The 6-3, 235-pounder suffered a broken
nose during batting practice in mid-July, missing three weeks and tailing off
when he retumed. Promoted to Triple-A, he posted an 8.65 ERA in nine
outings and was moved to the bullpen. Levrault throws a low-90s fastball
with movement, a decent curve, a changeup and an occasional slider. His
heater, which tops out at 93 mph, was up in the strike zone a little too
much, resulting in 20 homers, including nine in 34 innings at Louisville.
Some feel a permanent move to the bullpen, possibly as a closer, could be
in Levrault's future. He has an aggressive demeanor and closer mentality,
and lacks the consistent breaking ball needed to start. A 13th-round pick in
1996, he was 9-3 with a 2.87 ERA for Stockton in 1998.
KEVIN BARKER (1B): Barker led the organization in homers and RE!
in both 1997 and 1998 and finished anong the top four in both last year.
Promoted to Milwaukee on Aug. 18, he had the game-winning hit in his first
game. At Louisville he posted a.518 sluaging percentage, his fifth consec-
utive season over .500. The 6-3, 205-pounder was an outfielder at Virginia
Tech and a third-round pick in 1996. Playing strictly first base as a pro and
having a reputation for stiff hands, Barker has been a diligent worker and
has improved steadily over the years. The left-handed hitter has a natural
ift in his swing, uses the whole field and has improved his plate discipline.
He struggles against lefties, hitting 147 against southpaws last year in the
minors and going 2-for-17 in the majors.
SANTIAGO PEREZ (SS): Acquired two winters ago from Detroit in the
Bryce Florie deal, Perez opened eyes in 1998 when he hit .306 with 20 dou-
bles, 13 triples, 11 homers and 21 stolen bases in 107 games at Double-A
El Paso. However, his offense was aided by the El Paso park, one of the
best hitter's parks in the minor leagues, and his numbers came back down
last season after being promoted to Triple-A. Batting mostly in the top two
spots in the batting order, Perez walked only 31 times and fanned 94 times.
In addition, the slender 6-2 switch-hitter is a liability from the right side of
the plate. He slaps the ball all over the field, and is fleet but doesn't have
the pop to homer in double digits. He has major league range and arm
strength and committed a career-low 30 errors last season.

UP AND COMING
CHAD GREEN (OF): Drafted for his speed and leadoff potential,

Green has yet to live up to expectations. The former All-
American at the University of Kentucky has a lot of devel-
oping to do to show he was deserving of being the eighth
overall player selected in 1996. Five of the seven players
selected before Green that season are mainstays in the

big leagues, and the two others, right-handers Matt White
and John Patterson, were drafted out of high schoal. A
fractured tibia and a hamstring problem limited Green to
40 games in 1998. He got off to a poor start in '99, suf-
fering through a 5-for-53 slump, and he never
had his average higher than .259 after April
25, He also walked just 46 times, struck

out 109 times and was caught stealing in

13 of 41 stolen base attempts. A slap

hitter from both sides of the plate,
Green did hit the ball on the ground
more often last season but it
eamed him just 21 infield hits. De-
fensively, Green is an exceptional
center fielder, showing great
range, a plus amm and consis-
tency.

BEN SHEETS (RHP): The
10th player selected in 1999,
Sheets is a late bloomer who wasn't
drafted out of high school or pursued by
any big college programs. He headed to
Northeast Louisiana where, as a junior,
the 6-2, 195-pounder went 14-1 with

a 3.11 ERA and 31 walks and 158
strikeouts in 116 innings, leading 1
his club to the Southland Confer-

ence championship and earning

Player of the Year honors and a

first team All-America selec-

tion. The cousin of big league

infielder Andy Sheets al- :
lowed just one run on one - T
hit with eight strikeouts
over five innings in his first
pro game at Ogden.
Quickly promoted to
Stockton, he posted a
14-strikeout game at the
end of the season.
Sheets has a fastball in
the 92-93 mph range,

a hard curve, a de-

cent changeup and
pretty good com-
mand.

J.M. GOLD
(RHP): A first-
round pick in 1998,

Gold has size and a |
power arm, but at 19
he's still a long way
away from the ma-
jors. His inexperience
showed in 1999. Gold
allowed five or more
runs in seven of his

first baseman.
By Stan Denny

%. Hopeful: Kevin Barker might open
" the season as the Brewers' regular

21 starts, including one start in which he allowed 11 eamed runs in 1/ in-
nings and another where he gave up nine runs over 3% innings. Without
those two outings, Gold's ERA for the season would have been 4.12 rather
than 5.40. Gold was winless after July 9 and spent a month on the DL with
a sprained elbow. The 6-5, 225-pounder has a fastball in the low 90s, a
projectable sharp-breaking curveball and the beginnings of a changeup,
but lacks command of all his pitches, throws across his body and will have
to watch his weight. Gold also allowed 41 stolen bases last season — sev-
en more than any other pitcher in the Midwest League.

NICK NEUGEBAUER (RHP): A 1998 second-round pick, Neuge-
bauer has a fastball in the upper 90s and led all minor league starters in
both opponent batting average (1.78) and strikeouts per nine innings
(13.95) in his pro debut. However, he also has some serious control and
mechanical problems that must be dealt with. The fourth-youngest pitcher
in the Midwest League served notice with 22 strikeouts over 114 innings in
his first two pro starts, allowing no runs and one hit over seven innings in
his second outing. However, Neugebauer rarely matched those quality out-
ings later in the season, though he fanned a career-high 13 in his final start
of the season. He walked 80 and fanned 125 in 81 innings but lasted more
than five innings in just eight of his 18 starts. At 6-3 and 205 pounds when
drafted, the 19-year-old now weighs 230 pounds and must watch his
weight and mechanics, which caused shoulder problems in high school
and contributed to his sporadic performance in the second half of 1999.
PAUL STEWART (RHP): Stewart, a 6-5 right-hander who hasn't post-
ed a winning record in any of his four seasons in pro baseball, was added
to the 40-man roster this winter. Just 20 years of age while pitching against
older competition in the California League, Stewart tied for the league lead |
with five complete games. Starting out as the No. 5 starter at the beginning
of the seasen, the 225-pounder was recognized as the staff ace by sea-
son’s end. Stewart allowed three earned runs or fewer in 20 of his 27 ap-
. A sixth-round pick in 1996, Stewart does not throw nearly as
hard as his size would suggest. He has a fastballin the 90s, a curve and a
slider, and can spot his pitches well. However, he leaves too many pitches.
up in the strike zone and has led two leagues in gophers. In 1999, though,
he allowed just 18 in 170 innings.
JOSE GARCIA (RHP): One of the top pitchers in the organization, Gar-
cia missed all of 1999 because of elbow surgery but is expected back at
full strength this seasen. The injury was originally diagnosed in spring train-
ing and after rest and an aborted rehab assignment, Garcia finally went un-
der the knife in August. The second-round pick in 1996 had a 17-23 record
with a 3.89 ERA in his first three years, but he was one of the youngest
pitchers in each league he appeared. The then-20-year-old Garcia was 11-
12 with a 3.67 ERA in the California League in 1998 and led the organiza-
tion with 167 strikeouts. He led the league in innings pitched (169) and
fanned 10 or more five times. The Brewers feel that Garcia has the
best combination of pitches in the organization: a low-90s sinking
fastball, a biting curveball and serviceable changeup. He's also not
afraid to pitch inside. The 6-4, 200-pounder needs work on his
control, but the Brewers feel more experience will solve that
problem.

JEFF PICKLER (2B): An Al-American and Southeast Confer-
ence Player of the Year at the University of Tennessee in 1998, Pickler
was an 11th-round draft pick but has hit 333 in his first two years
of pro ball. At Tennessee, Pickler broke the school record for
hits (109) held by Todd Helton and was an Academic All-
American as well. In his pro debut he finished third in
the Pioneer League in batting (:364). He also finished
second with 22 doubles and was the third-toughest
hitter to strike out. In 1999, Pickler started in the
California League, put together a 15-game hitting
streak, hit in 28 of 30 games and was fifth in the
league with a .338 average when promoted to
Double-A in mid-July. The 23-year-old stands
5-10 and weighs 185 pounds, doesn't pro-
ject to hit for power and is ordinary in the
field. He hit just 22 doubles and two homers
last season, never pulled the ball, rarely hit
the ball in the air and managed just one ex-
tra-base hit against southpaws. Defensive-
ly, Pickler, who had surgery on his left ACL
in 1996, has steady hands, but limited
range and an average anm.
SCOTT KIRBY (3B-1B): After
spending two years at Helena, Kirby
returned to Beloit for a second year in
1999 and led the organization with 27
home runs, four more than he had hit
in his first three years combined. Kirby
hit .239 with 15 home runs in two years at
Helena before spending all of 1998 at Beloit,
batting .203 with eight home runs in 107 games. He returned
to the Midwest League club last season and hit .304 with 17
homers and 47 RBI in 68 games. Kirby was promoted to
Stockton just three weeks before his 22nd birthday. The
right-handed hitter continued to impress there. The 6-2, 190-
pounder had a different approach last season, being more
selective and making more consistent contact. Kirby pulled
the ball in '99 and hit more fly balls than ground balls. At third
base he committed 23 errors in 80 games and made 11 more
in 39 games at first base. He played mostly at first after his
promotion to Stockton. He's adequate at best at either spot.
CRISTIAN * The 6-7 cousin of Viadi-
mir and Wilton Guerrero has some skills, including great
speed, but he's still very inexperienced. Signed out of the
Dominican Republic two years ago, Guerrero has already
added three more inches and, once he fills out his 200-
pound frame, he should supply more power. Guerrero hit
2310 and was fifth in the Pioneer League with 26 steals in 28
attempts in 1999, earning a spot on the postseason All-Star
team. Guerrero has a live bat, and his speed and advanced
foel for running the bases is his best skill right now. The nght
fielder has a strong arm, but he's still learning how to play the
game. Wy e £ .
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Pittsburgh rebuilds from bottom up

Jim Keller

- Despite suffering their seventh consecutive losing season,
the Pirates, entering their fourth year of Cam Bonifay’s five-
year rebuilding plan, have built a deep farm system, aided by
good drafts, trades of veteran players and the scouting of Latin
America. There are several top-notch po-
sition prospects on the horizon but not
much immediate pitching help.

SETBACKS: Once considered the
first baseman of the future, 1B Ron
Wright was waived this fall and picked up
by Cincinnati after three years of back
problems, 3B Freddy Garcia never fulfilled his power prom-
ise and was waived from the 40-man roster and dealt to Atlan-

- ta. 1994 first-round pick 3B Mark Farris quit baseball and re-
turned to college to begin a football career. RHPs Jason
Phillips, Javier Martinez and Jose Pett and LHP Kevin
Pickford missed virtually the entire season with injuries. Phil-
lips and Peit left the organization as six-year free agents after
the season.

S
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By Steve Moore

Staying ahead of the game: Though he has spent five years
in pro ball, including two full seasons at Triple-A, Pirates pros-
pect Chad Hermansen still is only 22 years old.

NEARLY READY

Age AVG AB__H 2B HR RBI BB SO_SB
92 270 496 134 27 32 67 35 11819
Age W L SVERA IP_H BB SO
2 0384 134 153 41 @&

HITTERS CLUB
Chad Hermansen, OF NVL
PITCHERS CLUB
€ VL 23 11

HITTERS CLUB AVG AB _H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB
Jason Evans, C LN 22 225 413 18 117 58 37 129: 3
R. Washington, C-38 HCK-LYN 325 492 160 22 20 8 78 90 9
277 489 130 32 11 41 7174
261 444 116 33 23 94 113 5
318 224 70 15 6 36 20 41 1
245 355 87 12 18 63 100 6

56
257 475 122 26 15 €3 54 110 11
269 532 143 20 3 60
265 317 84 26 19

D282 A0 - 220K
INVL: Nasnvile (AAA); ALT: Atoons (AA) LYN: Lynchburg (A); HCIK: HicKs
(SSA); PIR-Gunt e T e e
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NEARLY READY
CHAD HERMANSEN (OF): Hermansen, 22, already has two years

experience and 60 homers at the Triple-A level. He homered in four con-
secutive games and nine times over a 14-game stretch in 1999. The 1995
first-round pick has a strong arm, outstanding power and decent speed. In
38 more at-bats in 99 than 98, Hermansen cut his strikeouts from 152 to
119, but major league pitchers could take advantage of his prolific upper-
cut. He hit 233 with 19 strikeouts and one homer in 60 big league at-b<1|5.
The right-handed slugger improved his average with runners in scoring po-
sition from 213 In 1898 to .299 last season. After suffering through slumps
of 10-for-85, 2-for-26 and 1-for-25 in '98, the 6-3, 200-pounder went three
games without a hit just once last year. He began his career at shortstop,
but after making 23 errors in 33 games in '97, he was shipped to the out-
field, then to second base and finally back to the outfield.

JIMMY ANDERSON (LHP): After blazing through the lower levels be-
fore stumbling at Triple-A in 1997-98, Anderson was leading the PCL with
11 wins when promoted to Pittsburgh in July. After being demoted to the
bullpen for the final two months of 1998, he returned to the rotation last
year, stopped nibbling and pitched more aggressively. He was very consis-
tent, pitching at least five innings in 20 of 21 starts while allowing more than
three earned runs just twice. Anderson, who tums 24 on Jan. 22,hasa 90-
mph sinking fastball and an impressive slider. He vielded just five home
runs last season. A ninth-round pick in 1994, Anderson was 25-16 with a
2.44 ERA below Triple-A and 16-16 with a 5.32 ERA at Triple-A in 97 ‘a.nd
'98. The stocky 6-1 southpaw is an excellent athlete and fields his position
well.

EMIL BROWN (OF): 5rown, a 1996 Rule 5 pick from Oakland, spent
'97 with the Pirates but was retumed to Double-A in '98 for more sea-
soning. In 1999, the 24-year-old hit .307 for Nashville with 20 doubles, 18
homers, 60 RBI and 16 stolen bases and finished fifth in the PCL with 97
runs. He never hit lower than .279 in any month and batted .350 in May. For
the second consecutive year he hit well both at home and on the road,
against both right- and left-handers. A Southem League All-Star in '98,
Brown finished second in that league in batting (.330), clubbing 14 homers
and swiping 24 bases. The 6-2, 200-pounder has a live body with speed
and makes consistent contact for a young player, but he'll need to pull the
ball more often to realize his 20-homer potential. Defensively, Brown shift-
ed from center field to right field last season to accommodate his powerful
throwing arm and is above-averaga in the field. Originally a sixth-round
pick by Oakland, Brown lacks focus at times, especially in the field, and the
Pirates would like to see him apply himself 100% of the time.

UP AND COMING

BOBBY BRADLEY (RHP): Atthough Bradley doesn't fit the mold of
a first-round pick, the Pirates used the eighth pick of the 1999 draft on the
slender six-footer. They feel they drafted an outstanding high school pitch-
er with command, makeup, a fine arm and great curveball, and feel he
should move faster than the typical 18-year-old. Bradley throws his fastball
in the 87-91 mph range, but has an outstanding curveball for a teenager.
He was 12-1 with a 0.38 ERA with 156 strikeouts in 92 innings as a high
school senior, and posted a 2.90 ERA in six Gulf Coast starts. He walked
four and struck out 31 batters in 31 innings.
HUMBERTO COTA (G): Acquired from the Devil Rays in the Jose Guil-
len deal, Cota is a solid backstop with some pop and has quickly become
the Pirates' top catching prospect. Released by the Braves in 1897 be-
cause of a disagreement on how to treat an injury, Cota was signed by the
Devil Rays and earmed Appalachian League All-Star honors in 1998, bat-
ting .310 with 15 homers and 61 RBI in 85 games. He finished second in
the league in homers and RBI. The 20-year-old spent all of 1999 in the
South Atlantic League, playing for Charleston-SC and Hickory. The 6-0,
170-pounder put up similar numbers between his two clubs. Cota has a
chance to hit for both average and power as he progresses. Defensively,
he has a pretty good am, good fundamentals and an un-
derstanding of his defensive responsibilities. He threw out
31% of attempted basestealers, allowed 17 passed
balls and made nine emrors in 91 games.
J.J. DAVIS (OF): Davis, a 1997 first-
round pick, homered In six consecutive
games in one stretch, which matched
the "89 minor league high. He was one of
four minor leaguers to homer twice in
one inning, driving in six runs in that in-
ning, a minor league high. After hitting just
two homers through May 14, Davis slugged
17 homers in his last 223 at-bats before be-
ing shut down by minor elbow surgery in early
August. His elbow problems kept him out of the field
after mid-June. At 6-6 and 230 pounds, the 20-year-
old is an immense physical talent with unbelievable
power and a tremendous arm, but he's strictly a pull hit-
ter with an uppercut swing and has problems with
breaking balls. He also loses concentration in right field
at times. A cousin of footballer Lawrence Phillips, Davis
has seen his work ethic questioned and has missed a
lot of playing time over the last two years with minor
injuries. Struggling at .198 with four homers in 30
games at Augusta in "98, Davis moved down that
June to Erie, where he hit .270 with 12 doubles,
eight homers and 39 RBI in 52 games. ¥

BRONSON ARROYO (RHP): A top prospect
prior to a subpar 1998 campaign, Aroyo re-
bounded last season and was placed on the
40-man roster. The 22-year-old led the organi-
zation with 15 wins and finished strong at Al-
toona, allowing two earned runs or fewer in
his last seven starts before going 0-2 with a
10.38 ERA in three starts at Triple-A. He

used his legs more in the second half,

which helped his fastball, and stopped
thinking too much about his mechan-

lcs. However, like most Altoona hurl-

ers, Arroyo feasted on enemy hitters

in 17 starts at the pitcher-friendty Al-

toona park, posting a 2,80 ERA

¥

there as opposed ta a 5.77 mark on the road. Rail-

pounds, the 1995 third-round pick does not h:z! m m
ferings, but he does throw three solid pitches with pretty good command,
and his 80 mph fastball could improve as he matures physically,

JOHN (LHP): A third-round pick in 1997, Grabow needed
to repeat a season in the South Atlantic League, and with improved control
and three quality pitches he became the staff ace for Hickory. The 21-year-
old was just 9-10, but he had four no-decisions and four losses in starts in
which he allowed two earned runs or fewer. Overall, Grabow allowed more
than two walks in just one of 26 starts and aliowed two earned runs or few-
er 16 times. After a dead arm period in which he allowed 25 runs in 18% in-
nings over four starts, Grabow finished strongly, allowing a total of three
runs in his last three starts. Earlier in the season, the 6-2, 189-pounder
matched a '39 minor league high with seven consecutive punchouts in a
contest. W‘r_tfj pinpoint location, a low-90s fastball, a good breaking ball
and a promising changeup, Grabow limited righties to a 229 average while
holding lefties to a .254 mark, He allowed hitters a .222 average with the
bases empty but a .290 marlg with runners on, an indication that he may
need work on his stretch mechanics.

RICO WASHINGTON (C-3B): The best pure hitting prospect in the or-
ganization, Washington was leading the South Atlantic League in batting
(-355) and on-base percentage (.453) when promoted to the Carolina
League in early July. The 21-year-old totaled 160 hits, 78 walks and 101
runs between the two teams. Washington hit .330 in 51 games at Erie in
1998, eaming New York-Penn League All-Star honors. The left-handed
batter was a 1997 10th-round draft pick, and split the season among
catcher, third base and second base. After spending two years at third
base, he moved behind the plate, and while he showed quick feet and a
strong arm, he threw out just 16.7% of attempted basestealers, allowed 28
passed balls and committed nine emors in 68 games.

J.R. HOUSE (C): A national record-setting high school quarterback in
West Virginia during the fall and an outstanding high school hitter in Florida
during the spring, House chose a career in baseball over a college football
scholarship. As a quarterback, House set national records for total offen-
sive yards and career passing and led his school to its first-ever state
championship. The 6-2, 215-pounder hit .596 with 15 homers and 55 RBI
last spring, leading his baseball team to the final four of the Class 4A state
championships. House split time between three clubs in 1999 after being
drafted in the fifth round. He showed an outstanding hitting stroke at all
three, batting .313 with 15 doubles, six homers and 36 RBI in 63 games.
Bat speed and pawer potential are House's best skills. Defensively, the 20-
year-old spent time at first base, third base and catcher, but he might lack
the arm strength to rémain at third or behind the plate.

PAUL AH YAT (LHP): Despite posting the best numbers in the or-
ganization the last three years and reaching the highest level of the minor
leagues, Ah Yat is not considered a top prospect because his fastball only
reaches the 85-88 mph range. But the University of Hawaii product has
won 33 games over that span, pitched at least five innings in all but two of
his 68 starts and has walked more than three batters just four times in his
career while allowing fewer hits than innings pitched. The 6-1, 186-
pounder got off to a great start in 1999 at Altoona, allowing four earmed
runs in his first five starts, including a cne-hitter. Promoted to Triple-A in late

June, the southpaw struggled for the first time in his career

at Nashville, gcing 4-3 with a 5.71 ERA in 13 outings, be-

ing hit at a . 291 clip. The 25-year-old is a fi-
nesse pitcher who relies on excellent loca-
tion of four offerings 4ncluding a slow
curveball and an outstanding changeup.
focused, Ah Yat is equally effec-

tive against both right-handers and left-
handers and extremely tough to run
against. A 21st-round draft pick in 1996, Ah

Yat was toiling in the bullpen until mid-'97

when he was given a chance to start.
MIKE P): A 30th-round
draft cholice in 1997, Gonzalez has been one
of the minor league's top pitching performers
in the first halves of both the 1998 and 1999
seasons. At Hickory in '98, Gonzalez was 4-2
with a 2.84 ERA and was leading the minor
leagues with 72 strikeouts in 51 innings through
mid-May. Last season, Gonzalez was leading
the Carolina League in wins at the All-Star break
and started the All-Star Game against the Cali-
fogia League. He was 10-4 with a 4.02 ERA
promoted to Double-A in early August
and ranked among the league leaders with 119
strikeouts in 112 innings. He fanned seven con-
secutive batters inmstart,m:té:hhngmw
minor league regular-season hign. However,
Gonzalez did nor fare well in the second half of
either campaign. In '98, he came down with
shoulderpmum\sardwentoevwmas.BTE?A
at Lynchburg. Last season, Gonzalez
with an 8.10 ERA at Double-A. Still the 21-year-

218-pounder throws
hander, reaching the low-90s consistently,

lacks command and leaves the ball up in the
strike zone too often.

Toehold on the majors:
Lefty Jimmy Anderson,
from Chesapeake, Y&, .
comes into 2000 wi
malor league victories.
By Stan Derny. 4




‘Despite suffering their seventh consecutive losing season,
' the Pirates, entering their fourth year of Cam Bonifay’s five-
- year rebuilding plan, have built a deep farm system, pided by
good drafts, trades of veteran players and the scouting of Latin
3 : America. There are several top-notch po-
sition prospects on the horizon but not
much immediate pitching help.

SETBACKS: oOnce considered the
first baseman of the future, 1B Ron
Wright was waived this fall and picked up
by Cincinnati after three years of back
problems. 3B Freddy Garcia never fulfilled his power prom-
ise and was waived from the 40-man roster and dealt to Atlan-
ta. 1994 first-round pick 3B Mark Farris quit baseball and re-
turned to college to begin a football career. RHPs Jason
Phillips, Javier Martinez and Jose Pett and LHP Kevin
Pickford missed virtually the entire season with injuries. Phil-
&ps and Pett left the organization as six-year free agents after

@ Season.
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By Steve Moore
Staying ahead of the game: Though he has spent five years
in pro ball, including two full seasons at Triple-A, Pirates pros-
pect Chad Hermansen still is only 22 years old.

NEARLY READY
HITTERS CLUB AVG AB__H 2B HR RBI BB SO_SB
Chad Hermanson, OF NV 25 270 49 184 27 32 97 35 11919
PITCHERS CLUB Age W L SVERA IP_H BB SO
Tty AGErSon * 2211 2 0 364 134 163 4 @

UP AND COMING
HITTERS CLUB AVG AB _H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB
Jason (o 2 225 413 1811 63 a7128 3
me\gmm HCK-LYN 21 325 432 160 22 20 82 78 90 9
Humberip Cota, € CSC-HCK 207 277 469130 32 11 81 41 71 4
Eddy Fumiss, 1B LN 24 261 444 116 33 23 & M 113 5
JR Houss, 1B PRWPTHOK 19 313 224 70 45 6 36 20 47 1
Garrett Long, OF-18_ ALT 23 245 355 87 12 18 56 63 100 6
Alex Hernandez, OF  ALT 90 267 475 122 26 15 63 54 1100 M
Tike Redman, OF AT 22 269 532 143 20 3 60 52 52 2
J.J. Davis, OF HOK 21 265 317 B4 26 65 4 09 2

a1

160 181
139 132
168 7152
w0 76

cBo= o9

= Nashvills (AMA); ALT: Aftoana {AA) LYXN. Lynchburg u‘:,.ﬂ(‘:!(.'Hck-
AR A AR
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TRAL PROSPECT REPORTS _

NEARLY READY

CHAD HERMANSEN (OF): Hermansen, 22, already has two years
expenience and 60 homers at the Triple-A level. He homered in four con-
secutive games and nine times over a 14-game stretch in 1999. The 1995
first-round pick has a strong anm, outstanding power and decent speed. In
38 more at-bats in ‘99 than '98, Hermansen cut his strikeouts from 152 to
119, but major league pitchers could take advantage of his prolific upper-
cut. He hit 233 with 19 strikeouts and one homer in 60 big league at-bats.
The right-handed slugger improved his average with runners in scoring po-
sition from 213 in 1998 to .29 last season. After suffering through stumps
of 10-for-65, 2-for-26 and 1-for-25 in '98, the 6-3, 200-pounder went three
games without a hit just cnce last year. He began his career at shortstop,
but after making 23 erors in 33 games in '97, he was shipped to the out-
field, then to second base and finally back to the outfield.

JIMIMY ANDERSON (LHP): After blazing through the lower levels be-
fore stumbling at Triple-A in 1997-98, Anderson was leading the PCL with
11 wins when promoted to Pittsburgh in July. After being demoted to the
bullpen for the final two months of 1998, he returned to the rotation last
year, stopped nibbling and pitched more aggressively. He was very Consis-
tent, pitching at least five innings in 20 of 21 starts while allowing more than
three earned runs just twice. Anderson, who tums 24 on Jan. 22, _has ad0-
mph sinking fastball and an impressive slider. He yielded just five hpme
runs last season. A ninth-round pick in 1994, Anderson was 25-16 with a
2.44 ERA below Triple-A and 16-16 with a 5.32 ERA at Triple-A in 97 Iand
'98. The stocky B-1 southpaw is an excellent athlete and fields his position
well.

EMIL BROWN (OF): Brown, a 1996 Rule 5 pick from Oakland, spent
197 with the Pirates but was returned to Double-A in '98 for more sea-
soning. In 1999, the 24-year-old hit .307 for Nashville with 20 doubles, 18
homers, 60 RBI and 16 stolen bases and finished fifth in the PCL with 97
runs. He never hit lower than 279 in any month and batted 350 in May. For
the second consecutive year he hit well both at home and on the road,
against both right- and left-handers. A Southemn League All-Star in '98,
Brown finished second in that league in batting (.330), clubbing 14 homers
and swiping 24 bases. The 6-2, 200-pounder has a live body with speed
and makes consistent contact for a young piayer, but he'll need to pull the
ball more often to realize his 20-homer potential. Defensively, Brown shift-
ed from center field to right field last season to accommodate his powerful
throwing amm and is above-average in the field. Originally a sicth-round
pick by Oakland, Brown lacks focus at times, especially in the field, and the
Pirates would like to see him apply himself 100% of the time.

UP AND COMING

BOBBY BRADLEY (RHP): Atthough Bradiey doesn't it the mold of
a first-round pick, the Pirates used the eighth pick of the 1999 draft on the
slender six-footer, They feel they drafted an outstanding high school pitch-
er with command, makeup, a fine amm and great curveball, and feel he
should move faster than the typical 18-year-old. Bradley throws his fastball
in the 87-91 mph range, but has an outstanding curveball for a teenager.
He was 12-1 with a 0.38 ERA with 156 strikeouts in 92 innings as a high
school senior, and posted a 2.90 ERA in six Guif Coast starts. He walked
four and struck out 31 batters in 31 innings.

HUMBERTO COTA (C): Acquired from the Devil Rays in the Jose Guil-
len deal, Cota is a solid backstop with some pop and has quickly become
the Pirates’ top catching prospect. Released by the Braves in 1997 be-
cause of a disagreement on how to treat an injury, Cota was signed by the
Devil Rays and eamed Appalachian League All-Star honors in 1998, bat-
ting .310 with 15 homers and 61 RBI in 85 games. He finished second in
the league in homers and RBI. The 20-year-old spent all of 1999 in the
South Atiantic League, playing for Charleston-SC and Hickory. The 6-0,
170-pounder put up similar numbers between his two clubs. Cotahasa
chance to hit for both average and power as he progresses. Defensively,
he has a pretty good armm, good fundamentals and an un-
derstanding of his defensive responsibilities. He threw out
31% of attempted basestealers, allowed 17 passed

balls and made nine errors in 91 games.

JJ. DAVIS (OF): Davis, a 1997 first-
round pick, homered in six consecutive
games in one stretch, which matched
the "99 minor league high. He was one of
four minor leaguers to homer twice in
one inning, driving in six runs in that in-
ning, a minor league high. After hitting just
two homers through May 14, Davis slugged
17 homers in his last 223 at-bats before be-
ing shut down by minor elbow surgery in early
August. His elbow problems kept him out of the field
after mid-June. At 6-6 and 230 pounds, the 20-year-
old is an immense physical talent with unbelievable
power and a fremendous arm, but he's strictly a pull hit-
ter with an uppercut swing and has problems with
breaking balls. He also loses concentration in right field
at times. A cousin of footballer Lawrence Phillips, Davis
has seen his work ethic questioned and has missed a
lot of playing time over the last two years with minor (i
injuries. Struggling at .198 with four homers in 30 i}
games at Augusta in '98, Davis moved down that :
June to Erie, where he hit .270 with 12 doubles, vy
eight homers and 39 RBI in 52 games. ;
BRONSON ARROYD (RHP): A top prospect
prior to a subpar 1998 campaign, Arroyo re-
bounded last season and was placed on the
40-man roster. The 22-year-old led the organi-
zation with 15 wins and finished strong at Al-
toona, allowing two earned runs or fewer in

his last seven starts before going 0-2 with a
10.38 ERA in three starts at Triple-A. He s
used his legs more in the second half, r
which helped his fastball, and stopped
thinking too much about his mechan-
ics. However, like most Altoona hurl-
ers, Armoya feasted on enemy hitters

in 17 starts at the pitcher-friendly Al-
toona park, posting a 2,80 ERA

- . & LaS

there as opposed to a 5.77 mark on the road, i

pounds, the 1995 third-round pick does not &Rv?mm of-
ferings, but he does throw three solid pitches with pretty good command,
and his 90 mph fastball could improve as he matures physicaly. Q
JOHN GRABOW |LIII’_ )s A third-round pick in 1997, Grabow needed?'f-':
to repeat a season in the South Atlantic L eague, and with improved control
and three quality pitches he becama the staff ace for Hickory. The 21-year-
old was just 9-10, but he had four no-decisions and four losses In starts in
which he allowed two eamed nuns or fewer. Overall, Grabow allowed more
than two walks in just one of 26 starts and allowed two eamed nuns or few-
er 16 times. After a dead arm period in which he allowed 25 runs In 18% in=
nings over four starts, Grabow finished strongly, allowing a total of three
runs in his last three starts. Earlier in the season, the 6-2, 189-pounder
matched a '99 minor league high with saven consecutive punchouts in
contest. With pinpoint location, a low-90s fastball, a gocd breaking ball
and a promising changeup, Grabow limited righties to a.229 average while
holding lefties to a .254 mark. He allowed hitters a 222 average with the
bases empty but a .290 marlg with runners on, an Indication that he may
need work on his stretch mechanics.

RICO WASHINGTON (C-3B): The best pure hitting prospect n the or-
ganization, Washington was leading the South Atiantic League in batting
(355) and on-base percentage (453) when promoted to the Carolina
League in early July. The 21-year-old totaled 160 hits, 78 walks and 101
runs between the two teams. Washington hit 330 in 51 games at Erie In
1998, eamning New York-Penn League All-Star honors. The left-handed
batter was a 1997 10th-round draft pick, and split the season among
catcher, third base and second base. After spending two years at third
base, he moved behind the plate, and while he showed quick feet and a
strong arm, he threw out just 16.7% of attempted basestealers, allowed 28
passed balls and committed nine erors in 68 games.

J.R. HOUSE (C): A national record-setting high school quarterback in
West Virginia during the fall and an outstanding high school hitter in Flonda
during the spring, House chose a career in baseball over a college football
scholarship. As a quarterback, House set national records for total offen-
sive yards and career passing and led his school to its first-ever state
championship. The 6-2, 215-pounder hit .596 with 15 homers and 55 RBI
last spring, leading his baseball team to the final four of the Class 4A state
champicnships. House split time between three clubs in 1999 after being
drafted in the fifth round. He showed an outstanding hitting stroke at all
three, batting .313 with 15 doubles, six homers and 36 RBI in 63 games.
Bat speed and power potential are House's best skills. Defensively, the 20-
year-old spent time at first base, third base and catcher, but he might lack
the arm strength to rémain at third or behind the plate.

PAUL AH YAT (LHP): Despite posting the best numbers in the or-
ganization the last three years and reaching the highest level of the minor
leagues, Ah Yat is not considered a top prespect because his fastball only
reaches the 85-88 mph range. But the University of Hawaii product has
won 33 games over that span, pitched at least five innings in all but two of
his 68 starts and has walked more than three batters just four times in his
career while allowing fewer hits than innings pitched. The 6-1, 186-
pounder got off to a great start in 1999 at Altoona, allowing four earned
runs in his first five starts, including a one-hitter. Promoted to Triple-A in late

June, the southpaw struggled for the first time in his career

at Nashville, going 4-3 with a 5.71 ERA in 13 outings, be-

ing hit at a . 291 clip. The 25-year-old is a fi-
nesse pitcher who relies on excellent loca-
tion of four offerings including a slow
curveball and an outstanding changeup.
Extremely focused, Ah Yat is equally effec-
tive against both right-handers and left-
handers and extremely tough to nun
against. A 21st-round draft pick in 1996, Ah

Yat was toiling in the bullpen until mid-'97

when he was given a chance to start.
MIKE GONZALEZ (LHP): A 30th-round
draft choice in 1997, Gonzalez has been one
of the minor league's top pitching performers
in the first halves of both the 1998 and 1899
seasons. At Hickory in '98, Gonzalez was 4-2
with a 2.84 ERA and was leading the minor
leagues with 72 strikeouts in 51 innings through
mid-May. Last season, Gonzalez was leading
the Carolina League in wins at the All-Star break
and started the All-Star Game against the Cali-
fogfiia League. He was 10-4 with a 4.02 ERA
promoted to Double-A in early August

and ranked among the league leaders with 119

strikeouts in 112 innings. He fanned seven con-

semﬁvabanersinonesmm:;qmm'gg
minor | e lar-season However,

Gonzaleiagvlcj! nor'eﬁa well in the second half of

either campaign. In 98, he came down with

shoulder problems and went 0-3 with a 6.67 ERA
atLynchburg.Laﬁseason.GormleZwasZS
with an 8.10 ERA at Double-A. Sl the 21-year-
old was one of the youngest pitchers in both the
Carolina and Easten Leagues last season. The 63
218-pounder throws uncommonly hard for a left
hander, reaching the low-90s consistently, but
lacks command and leaves the ball up in the -
strike zone too often. 2 ;

Toehold on the mé
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Cardinals committed to college arms

" For the second time in three years the Cardinals finished a
disappointing 11 games under .500. The farmhands expected
to make big contributions early in the season struggled, while
e St. Louis actually got better results from
several players not expected to contribute
much, at least in 1999. It's no secret the Car-
dma_ls have concentrated on college pitch-
ers in the June draft. Last year was no dif-
ferent, with 23 of their 42 picks being
; college pitchers. St. Louis has selected
pitchers with its first pick in 12 of the last 18
drafts, and all 12 hurlers were collegians. Middle infield has
been the beststocked position the last couple of years.

SETBACKS: S5 Jason Woolf again missed a great deal of
time because of injuries. C Gabe Johnson, the system’s best
behind the plate, hit less than .200 in shortseason ball. 3Bs
Chris Haas and Jose Leon combined for a .231 average and
269 strikeouts at the two highest levels. In the outfield, J.D.
Drew vgnll have to earn a spot this spring because of his dis-
appointing performance last season, and OF Luis Saturria
struggled at Double-A in 1999.

i —

By Barbara Jean Germano, Baseball Weekly
Good wood: Adam Kennedy hit .327 at Triple-A last year.

HITTERS CLUB Age AVG AB_H 28 HR RBI BB SO SB
Adam Kennedy, MEM 23 327 367 120 22 10 63 29 3B 2

PITCHERS CLUB W L SVERA IP_H BB SO
Ankiel * ARK-MEM 20 133 0 235 138 98 62 194
UP AND COMING
HITTERS CLUB Age AVG_AB__H 2B HR RBI BB SO SB
Gabe Johnson, C NJY 20 194 124 24 5 5 14 9 49 1
Chrs Haas, 38 MEM 23 229 397 91 19 18 73 B6 155 4
Jason Woolf, S ARK 2 272 30 87 18 8 15 2 8 11
Ben johnson, OF  JCY 18 330 203 67 9 10 51 29 57 14
Tim Lemon, OF  -NJY 19 188 242 48 5 4 20 2 6 16
PITCHERS CLUB W L SVERA IP _H BB SO
Crad Futchinson mmal'_‘ﬂzz 9 11 0 45 153 131 93 166
Steve Stemle PEQ 2 7 10 0 547 148 177 67 113
Chance Caple NIY 3 O T 5 1 A Yl [ P

CLUB AVG HR RBI BB SO SB

18 250 240 60 9 6 %0 13 59 12

Josa Leon, 38 233 78 17 18 2% 114 3
Wison, . 3 3% 54 18

i 47 64 18

"~ lefi-nanded pitcher, MEM:
{A): NJY: New Jersey (SS-A);

NEARLY READY

RICK ANKIEL (LHP): Ankiel has totally dominated the minors in his
first two years of pro ball, going 25-9, 2.50 ERA in 52 starts with 416 strike-
outs in 299 innings. He led the minors with 222 strikeouts in his pro debut in
1998 and was leading with 194 strikeouts last season when called up to St.
Louis. The 20-year-old, the Cardinals' second-round pick in the 1997 draft,
fell out of the first round strictly because of signability concerns. In 1998, he
posted seven double-digit strikeout games despite never pitching into the
eighth inning. As impressive as he was in 1998, Ankiel was even better last
year. He simply overmatched Double-A hitters, allowing two runs in only
one of his eight starts and limiting league batters to a.145 average. He was
also extremely effective in the hitter-friendly Pacific Coast League. The 6-1,
210-pounder throws from a three-quarters arm angle and has an effortless
delivery. Ankiel has quality pitches with his mid-90s fastball, curve and
changeup. He has very good mand for a young southpaw, aithough
he walked 46 batters in 887 innings.at Triple-A. He is expected to begin the
2000 season in the St. Louis starting rotation.

ADAM KENNEDY (2B/OF): An outstanding offensive talent who
makes consistent contact, Kennedy was fourth in the PCL In fewest strike-
outs per plate appearance and tied for fifth in average. Alternating between
the second and third slots in the lineup, Kennedy posted hitting streaks of
17 and 20 games last year. The 6-1, 180-pound left-handed hitter batted
over .300 both at home and on the road and a solid .278 versus left-
handers after hitting .270 against southpaws in 1998. Limited to 91 games
because of a stint on the DL with a bruised foot, and spending several
weeks with Team USA for the Pan Am Games and his August promotion,
he still established a career high with 20 steals in 26 attempts. The Cardi-
nals' first-round pick in 1997 was touted as a solid two-way prospect.
However, serious questions about his range and ability to turn the double
play at second have arisen. The 24-year-old saw time at third base, short-
stop and left field in Triple-A last year, and the outfield could be his perma-
nent home by the end of 2000.

UP AND COMING
CHANGE CAPLE (RHP): The Cardinals' first pick in 1999, a supple-

mental pick for losing free agent Brian Jordan, was one of the top starters
at Texas A&M, striking out 125 in 114 innings for the Aggies. The 6-6, 206-
pounder didn't win a game in his pro debut at New Jersey, going 0-4 in
seven starts, butadid fan 36 batters in 37 innings. He features a low-90s
fastball and also throws two breaking balls, including a strong slider.

BRENT COOK (RHP): A third-round pick in 1999 out of Cregon State,
Cook fanned 92 batters in 101 innings for a weak Beavers squad that went
19-35. The 21-year-old was an All-Academic Pac-10 selection. In addition
to his smarts on the mound, Cock packs a low-90s fastball and an over-
hand curve, The 6-4, 200-pounder had an impressive professional debut,
including a 5-0 record and a 1.79 ERA in his last seven starts for New Jer-

sey.

CHAD HUTCHINSON (RHP): st. Louis' second-round pick in 1998
passed up his final season as a quarterback at Stanford and a po-

tential NFL career to ink a multimillion-dollar deal with the Car-
dinals. Hutchinson was able to focus on baseball only for
the first time last year. Starting at Arkansas, he struck out
150 batters in 141 innings, and upon his promotion to
Memphis, fanned the first six batters he faced in Triple-A.
He won both of his starts in Memphis and limited PCL hit-
ters to a .100 average while fanning 16 in 12% innings. He
joined St. Louis in September by contractual stipulation
but did not appear in a game. A first-round draft pick of the
Braves in 1995, Hutchinson opted for Stanford and the
chance to play two sports instead. In his collegiate career,
the 6-5, 220-pounder was 25-11 despite his time with the
football team. The 23-year-old throws in the mid-90s

and his fastball has good movement. Hutchinson also

has a hard breaking ball that is also a plus pitch.
However, he does not have a lot of pitching ex-
perience, and inconsistency with his mechan-
ics has led to control problems. Hutchinson
posted a 3.73 ERA at home, but that mark
soared to 6.02 in road games. At Double-A,
the right-hander actually was more effective
against left-handed hitters, holding themto a
216 mark, compared to .263 for right-
handed batters.

BEN JOHNSON (OF): The Memphis-
area High School Player of the Year batted
446 with 13 home runs and 58 RBI in 36
games as a senior for Germantown High
School and was 20-for-20 in his steal at-
tempts. St. Louis selected Johnson with
their fourth-round pick in 1999. He had an
impressive pro debut for an 18-year-old,
batting .330, ninth in the league, with 10
homers, 51 RBI and 14 stolen bases in 57
games at Johnson City. He was the
youngest player amonqg the league’s top 10
hitters. The 6-1, 200-pounder homered in
three consecutive games in July and fin-
ished the year strongly, batting 366 with 25
RBI in August. Johnson played most of the
year in right field, but the organization sees
him settling in center. Johnson has above-
average tools across the board and has im-
pressed the club with the way he carries
himself on the field.

ROBERT SMITH (LHP): e 20-year-old
southpaw was selected Potomac's Pitcher of
the Year despite a sub-.500 record. Opening the
year at Peoria, Smith had an impressive first game
where he fanned 11 in seven innings of three-hit ball, and
he was named to the Midwest League All-Star team prior to

his promotion to Potomac. There, he was only 4-9 because of
poor run support but posted a 2.96 ERA. He would have finished
fourth in league ERA with an additional eight innings pitched. A
fourth-round pick in 1998, the 6-0, 170-pounder has impressed the

organization with his maturity and mound presence. Smith complements a
:tm-rqphfastbwwnhagoodoﬂspeedpnmanddoesagoodiobmm- :
ing his pitches down. »

JUSTIN BRUNETTE (LHP): Out all of 1998 after undergoing elbow
surgery, the Cardinals just wanted Brunette to pitch last season, but he im-
pressed the front office so much that he was added to the 40-man roster
this winter. Pitching in middle relief, the 24-year-old posted a 1.81 ERA with
44 strikeouts in 44% innings at Peoria, then skipped a level and notched a
1.96 ERA and 23 strikeouts in 18% innings at Arkansas, He limited lefties to
a.217 average and showed good control, walking 23 batters in 73 innings.
The San Diego State product actually threw the ball harder post-surgery,
consistently throwing in the low 90s and being clocked as fast as 95 mph.
He also displayed a very impressive slider that induced lots of ground-ball
outs. After being selected in the 20th round of 1997, the 6-1, 200-pounder
pitched just six games that summer before experiencing elbow pain.
BILL ORTEGA (OF): A defector from Cuba signed in 1997, Ortega had
two nondescript seasons before breaking out last year. He finished ninth in
the Carolina League with a .306 average, then hit .377 in 20 games at Ar-
kansas. The 6-4, 205-pounder started to show some over-the-fence pow-
er, smacking 11 home runs last year after hitting just two in his first two
seasons. He had a five-hit game in late July and a 24-game hitting streak
between the two leagues. Ortega ended his Carolina League season with a
20-game hitting streak and had a base hit in his first four games in the Tex-
as League. Listed as a 24-year-old, Ortega is a solid defensive outfielder
capable of playing both right and center fields. He runs well, makes good
contact and showed increased patience at the plate. Ortega drew 48 walks
in 1999, including 10 in his final 20 games of the season.

CHRIS RICHARD (1B): Following up a 1998 campaign that featured
three stints on the DL, Richard was injury-free last year and turned inan All-
Star performance in the Texas League. He finished third in the league in
home runs (29), fourth in slugging percentage (.563) and sixth in RBI (34)
while batting .294. A 19th-round pick in 1995, Richard was a Florida State
League All-Star in 1996, when he hit .283 with 14 home runs and 82 RBI,
finishing second in the loop in RBI. But injuries hit in 1997, when he was
sidelined by a strained right hamstring, The same injury shelved him in
1998, when he was limited to 36 games. That year Richard had surgery on
his left shoulder and also missed time with a strained upper back. The 25-
year-old attempted to make up for lost time in 1999. His 30 homers dou-
bled his previous career output, and he established perscnal bests in 10 of-
fensive categories. Richard hit well both at home and on the road at Arkan-
sas and closed his season with a flourish, batting .350 in his final 137
at-bats, including a four-game stint with Memphis. The 6-2, 185-pound lef-
ty has good mobility around the bag at first. He has a strong arm and has
played both comer outfield spots in the minors, including six games in left
field last year. The Oklahoma State product makes good contact for a
power hitter, has some speed and hangs tough against southpaws.
LUIS SATURRIA (OF): A Carolina League All-Star in 1998, Saturria
made the jump last year to Double-A, where he showed flashes of bril-
liance combined with prolonged slumps. The Dominican native es-
tablished career highs with 30 doubles and 16 home runs, but his
.244 average was the lowest mark in his four years of pro ball. Ad-
ditionally, he fanned an alarming 134 times, second-most in the
Texas League. Satumia's outstanding raw tools prompted the
Blue Jays to select him in the Rule 5 draft following the 1997 sea-
san, but he was returned to the Cardinals prior to the 1998 cam-
paign. The 23-year-old hits for good power, has tremendous
speed and has earned praise within the organization for his de-
fense, where he has the range for center and the arm for right.
After opening the season batting .345 in April, Satuma hit just
.198 in the following two months when he started chasing pitches
out of the strike zone. The 6-2, 170-pounder needs a lot of
work on his plate discipline and also needs to hit
more balls on the ground to take advantage
of his speed, as he managed just eight in-
field hits last year.
JACK WILSON (SS): An Appa-
lachian League All-Star in 1998 when
he led the loop with a .373 average,
Wilson earned raves with both his
bat and glove and appears to have
the defensive skills needed to stay at
shortstop as he climbs the organiza-
tional ladder. Starting 1999 with Pe-
oria, Wilson batted .343 and posted a
21-game hitting streak. He was selected for
the midseason All-Star Game, singled and
drove home a run in the game and was pro-
moted after the game. Wilson was second in
the Midwest League in hits (86) and batting
when he was called up to Potomac. The 6-0,
170-pounder is a solid defensive player with good
instincts for the game. Wilson has good hands, plus
range and a strong arm but has a tendency to rush when
he's making a play. He committed 34 emors last year, a
high but not unreasonable number for a young shortstop.
The organization feels that experience will win out and his
emor total will drop, allowing him to remain at short. The 22-
year-old makes excellent contact and hits to all fields. His
speed allowed him to beat out 26 infield hits, Success-
ful on 18 of 27 steal attempts, Wilson could add
more steals as he leamns to read pitchers’
moves. The one area he needs to improve
on is patience at the plate. Wilson drew
just 34 walks last year, a low number
for a top-of-the-order hitter.

Making it look easy: Rick
Ankiel compiled a 25-9
record and 2.50 ERA in
the minors, striking out
416 men in 298% innings.
By Jeft Golden $
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Free-agent signings




— Jan. 14: Signed P Matt
Mantsi to a one-year contract; signed free
agamPM!kaMorgan.whohadbeean
Texas, to a minor league contract.

tract.

ATLANTA — Jan. 12: Agreed to terms on
contract with P Rudy Seanez,
avoiding arbitration; sold the contract of IF
Howard Battle to the Hanshin Tigers of the
Japanese Central League.

LOS ANGELES — Jan. 12 Agreed to
terms with OF Todd Hollandsworth on a
one-year contract, avoiding arbitration. Jan.
14: Agreed to terms with IF Kevin Elster on a
minor league contract.

BALTIMORE — Jan. 14: Signed P Al
Reyes to a one-year contract.

CHICAGO CUBS — Jan. 14: Invited IF
Jeff Huson and OF Patterson to
spring training.
year contract with P Felix Heredia.

CHICAGO WHITE SOX — Jan. 12: Ac-
quired SS Jose Valentin and P Cal Eldred
from Milwaukee for Ps Jaime Navarro and
John Snyder. Jan. 13: Invited the following
players to major league spring training: Ps
Mark Buehrie, Jon Garland, Matt Gmn;?ﬂob
Purvis, Jason Stumm, Danny Wright and
Kelly Wunsch; Cs Eric Christopherson and
Humberto Quintero; IFs Esteban Beltre and
Liu Rodriguez and OFs Yamil Benitez, Steve
Gibratter and Aaron Rowand. Agreed to
terms with IF Esteban Beltre, OF Yamil Beni-
tez, OF Steve Gibralter and P Kelly Wunsch
on minor-league

CINCINNATI — Jan. 14: Acquired OF
Mex Ochoa from Milwaukee for OF Mark

and a player to be named. Jan. 17:
Signed Ps Ron Villone and Gabe White to
one-year contracts.

CLEVELAND — Jan. 13: Signed OF
Lance Johnson and C Jesse Levis to minor
league contracts with invitations to spring
training.

COLORADO — Jan. 14: Acquired P Ma-
sato Yoshii from the New York Mets for Ps
Bobby M. Jones and Lariel Gonzalez.

KANSAS CITY — Jan. 12: Signed free
agent C Jorge Fabregas, who had been with
Atlanta, to a minor league contract and in-

‘MILWAUKEE — Jan. 12: Agreed to terms
with IF Mark Loretta on a three-year con-
tract. Acquired Ps Jaime Navarro and John
Snyder from the Chicago White Sox for P
Cal Eldred and IF Jose Valentin. Jan. 14:
Traded OF Alex Ochoa to Cincinnati for OF
Mark Sweeney and a player to be named. In-
vited Ps Bob Scanlan and Hector Ramirez
and IFs Mickey Lopez and Jose Fernandez
1o spring training. Jan. 17: Agreed to terms
with free agent C Tyler Houston, who had
been with Cleveland, on a one-year contract.

MINNESOTA — Jan. 11: Agreed to terms
on a two-year contract with P Bob Wells.
Jan. 14: Agreed to terms with P Bobby Aya-
la, who had been with the Chicago Cubs, on
a minor league contract and invited him to
spring training.

MONTREAL — Jan. 14: Agreed to terns
m P Anthony Telford on a two-year con-

NEW YORK METS — Jan. 14: Acquired
P Bobby M. Jones and OF Lariel Gonzalez
from Colorado for P Masato Yoshii. Jan. 15:
Signed P Rick Reed to a one-year contract.
Jan. 17: Signed minor league free agents P
Paul Wagner and C Alan Probst; invited C
J.P. Phillips to spring training.

OAKLAND — Jan. 14: Agreed to terms

with P Jason Isringhausen on a one-year
contract.

PHILADELPHIA — Jan. 11: Agreed to
terms with IF Kevin Jordan and P Scott
Aldred on one-year contracts.

SAN DIEGO — Jan. 11: Agreed to temms

with P Nobuaki Yoshida on a minor league
contract. Jan. 17: Signed OF Ruben Rivera
to a two-year contract, IF Jed Hansen to a
minor league contract and Ps Brian Boehr-
inger and Donne Wall to one-year contracts.

SAN FRANCISCO — Jan. 13: Invited the
following players to spring training: Ps Kurt
Ainsworth, Jake Esteves, Mike McMullen,
Erasmo Ramirez, Jeff Urban and Ryan Vo-
gelsong; IFs Raul Marval, Carlos Mendoza
and Ransom; OFs Michael Byas,
Doug Clark, Mike Glendenning, Terrell Low-
ery, Chris Magruder and Pedro Mota.

SEATTLE — Jan. 14: Agreed to terms
with P Frankie Rodriguez on a one-year con-
tract.

TAMPA BAY — Jan. 13: Agreed to terms
with P Steve Trachsel on a one-year con-
tract; signed P Frank Thompson to a minor
league contract. Jan. 14: Agreed to terms on
a one-year contract with P Jim Mecir, signed
IF Dave Hollins, C John Marzano, P Marc
Valdes and 1B-OF Ryan Jackson to minor
league contracts with invitations to spring
training. Jan. 17: Signed free agent P John
Burkett, who had been with Texas, to a mi-
nor league contract and invited him to spring
training.

TEXAS — Jan. 12: Signed free agent P
Darren Oliver, who had been with St. Louis,
1o a three-year contract. Designated OF
Scarborough Green for assignment.

TORONTO — Jan. 17: Signed P John
Frascatore to a two-year contract extension.

[ s e e ot o i

ARBITRATION LIST

The 80 players who filed Jan. 14 for salary
arbitration. Teams and players were to ex-
change figures Tuesday:

AMERICAN LEAGUE
ANAHEIM (5) — Jason Dickson, rhp;
Todd Greene, c; Mike Holtz, Ihp; Orlando
Palmeiro, of; Mark Petkovsek, rhp.
BALTIMORE (1) — Charles Johnson, c.
BOSTON (5) — Carl Everett, of; Bryce

Florie, thp; Rich Garces, rhp; Scott Hatte-
berg, c; John Wasdin, rhp.
'GHICAGO (2) — James Baldwin, thp; Bill

CLEVELAN Karay,
D (1) — Steve , thp.
DETROIT (§) — Deivi Cruz, ss; KarimpGar-
cia, of; C.J. Nitkowski, Ihp; Danny Patterson,
rhp; Gregg Zaun, c.
KANSAS CITY (1) — Jeff Suppan, rhp.
NEW YORK (6) — Jason Grimsley, rhp;
Derek Jeter, ss; Ramiro Mendoza, rhp; Andy
Pettitte, Ihp; Jorge Posada, c¢; Mariano Rive-

ra, rhp.
OAKLAND (1) — Ariel Prieto, rhp.
SEATTLE (1) — Brian Hunter, of.
TAMPA BAY (3) — Mike DiFelice, c; Quin-
ton McCracken, of; Rick White, rhp.
TEXAS (2) — Esteban Loaiza, rhp; Lee
Stevens, 1b.
TORONTO (3) — Homer Bush, ss; Alber-
to Castillo, ¢; David Segui, 1b.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

ARIZONA (3) — Brian Anderson, lhp;
Brad Clontz, rhp; Andy Fox, ss.

ATLANTA (2) — Andruw Jones, of; Quilvio
Veras, 2b.

CHICAGO (2) — Matt Karchner, rhp; Is-
mael Valdes, rhp.

CINCINNATI (7) — Mike Cameron, of;
Alex Ochoa, of, Steve Panis, rhp; Pokey
Reese, 2b; Scott Sullivan, rhp; Michael Tuck-
er, of; Dmitri Young, of.

COLORADO (2) — Aaron Ledesma, ss;
Neifi Perez, ss.

HOUSTON (2) — Roger Cedeno, of; Chris

Holt, rhp.

LOS ANGELES (6) — Terry Adams, rhp;
Mark Grudzielanek, ss; Trenidad Hubbard,
of; Dan Nauity, rhp; Kevin Orie, 3b; Chan Ho

Park, rhp.

MILWAUKEE (3) — Juan Acevedo, rhp;
Bill Pulsipher, Ihp; Jamey Wright, rhp.

MONTREAL (2) — Wilton Guerrero, 2b;
Dustin Hermanson, rhp.

NEW YORK (5) — Amando Benitez, rhp;
Matt Franco, of; Pat Mahomes, rhp; Rey Or-
donez, ss; Turk Wendell, rhp.

PHILADELPHIA (3) — Bobby Abreu, of;
Paul Byrd, rhp; Robert Person, rhp.

ST. LOUIS (5) — Alan Benes, rhp; Kent
Bottenfield, rhp; Mike Mohler, Ihp; Matt Mor-

FREE AGENTS

The 49 remaining free agents:

AMERICAN LEAGUE
BALTIMORE (1) — Jim Corsi, rhp.
BOSTON (3) — Reggie Jefferson, dh;

Kent Mercker, Ihp; Pat Rapp, rhp.
CHICAGO (1) — Darrin Jackson, of.
CLEVELAND (2) — Paul

Ihp; Carlos Baerga, if.
KANSAS CITY (5) — Chad Kreuter, c;
Scott Leius, if; Jeff Montgomery, rhp; Hipoli-
to Pichardo, rhp.
MINNESOTA (1) — Terry Steinbach, c.
NEW YORK (1) — Luis Sojo, 3b.
OAKLAND (5) — Mike Macfarane, c;
McMichael, rhp; Tony Phillips, 2b; Tim
Raines, of; Tim Worrell, rhp.
SEATTLE (2) — Mike Blowers, 1b; Mark

Leiter, rhp.
TAMPA BAY (2) — Paul Somrento, 1b;
Bobby Witt, rhp.
TEXAS (1) — Roberto Kelly, of.
TORONTO (4) — Pat Borders, c; Tony
glernandez. 3b; Brian McRae, of; Bill Risley,
p.

NATIONAL LEAGUE

ARIZONA (1) — Tumer Ward, of.

ATLANTA (1) — Ofis Nixon, of.

CHICAGO (3) — Jeff Blauser, ss; Mickey
Morandini, 2b; Benito Santiago, c.

CINCINNATI (2) — Steve Avery, lhp; Mark
Wohlers, rhp.

COLORADO (3) — Kurt Abbott, 2b; Kirt
Manwaring, c; Kevin Ritz, rp.

HOUSTON (1) — Jack Howell, if.

MILWAUKEE (1) — Eric Plunk, rhp.

NEW YORK (1) — Shawon Dunston, of.

PITTSBURGH (3) — Joe Oliver, c; Ed
Sprague, 3b; Doug Strange, 3b.

ST. LOUIS (3) — David Howard, ss; Willie
McGee, of; Donovan Osbome, Ihp.

SAN FRANCISCO (2) — Charfie Hayes,
3b; Rich Rodriguez, Ihp.
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[ JERSEYS ] [ JERSEYS 7] [[_PLAYEROPPORTUNITIES | | TRAVEL | [ EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES |
Collegiate? Undrafted? Released? Names, ~ Diamond Baseball Tours: The best tours.
CITY SPORTS LETTERING CO Stgﬁhc;{\éégésciézyk?:qtgl%?fK?Er;Sl;aéT:.'s_.rl The best price. Compare tours. Deluxe LI(I)VOPKRI([;ISIS%:%;\‘LJ&B

Authentic game jerseys with name & number by Russell $140

Authentic batting practice jerseys with name & number by Majestic $80

Replica jerseys with name & number by Majestic - $80
i 1t

Hours: Monday-Saturday 9:30 - 5:00 CST 24 Hour Voice Mail Service
12902-C LaGrange Rd., Palos Park IL 60464

Ph (708) 9236250 Fax (708) :’

www.citysportslettering.com iz

| CAPS/HEADWEAR |

PO Box 561, Manchester, CT 06045.

ATTN: ALL BASEBALL PLAYERS
Get exposure to ALL Teams on the
Independent & International Wire Service
operated by the Independent Scouting
Bureau - “Networking Baseball Throughout
the World.” 888-741-3206
www.inscouting.com

[ BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES |

TURNKEY ADULT WEBSITES only $495!
900# NUMBERS just $99 each. Please
call for a FREE brochure 888-484-9703.
www.saturncommunications.com

Licensed a1
Sports :

Star Struck

ol the game starts here!™
@ Al 30 Major League Baseball Clubs

@ All 160 Minor League Baseball Clubs
@ Caps, Jerseys, T-Shirts, Clocks,

Watches, Boxers & More

starstruck.com

RAN 8 i . AD
COUNTRY BY COUNTRY
SECTION BY SECTION
GFL - Global Fastball Leagues
Don’t Miss This Offer
This Is Not Baseball

This Is Not Sofiball
This Is Fastball!

write: Fastball
P.0. Box 65562
Philadelphia, PA 19155
Punch us up on the Internet
www.fastballfranchise.com

coach. 800-275-1567. Register for a FREE
trip at: www.diamondbasebalitours.com

AirMotorcoach TOURS to M.L. games.
Northeast, Midwest, West Coast itineraries.
Family oriented. Free Brochure.
Broach Baseball Tours: (800) 849-6345.

SPORTS TRAVEL, INC.

Any Game...Place...Time!

Spring Training & Baseball Trips
800-662-4424

www.4sportstravel.com

The best jobs in sports were never
advertised - UNTIL NOW!
EXECUTIVE SPORTS PLACEMENT
The inside track to jobs in the sports industry

[ INSTRUCTIONAL |

JAY BUCKLEY
BASEBALL TOURS

Enjoy Major League Baseball
traveling in a deluxe coach.
Families welcome. Lots of
shopping, sightseeing included.
See many older historic parks.
For brochure write:

Box 213, LaCrosse, WI 54602
or call: 888-666-3510
Arizona Spring Training
Package Available.

.. . . www.jaybuckley.com ... .

ROZENROPEs

CAPE COD SUMMER
BASEBALL CAMP 2000
Dates: JULY 27 JULY 814 AGES: 10-17
JULY 20-23: Advanced Hitting

& Pitching Camp
Varsity players only with Showcase on last day of
camp for major league teams & colleges.
For Camp Brochure, Call: (508) 563-1860
or visit: www.frozenropes.com

A
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CAMPS/SCHOOLS [  CAMPS/SCHOOLS
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I BATTING CAGES _] [ HITTING AIDS

ol §

EQUIPMENT

AMERICA's #1 Camp COMPANY

n
ico!
Al-Stars

June 24-30 New Jersey
> . g utes 17-23 Wisconsin Dels, W1
ages 13-19
*mﬂ&z‘mim% 29- Aug. 4 Va, I
e 800-222-8152

www.americasbaseballcomps.com

1-800-580-4314
www.skillbuilder.com

WENDELSTEDT

UMPIRE SCHOOL
.lcn2 2000-Feb. 7, 2000

H. ! Q FREE BROCHURE!
BASERALL SCHOOL

DEPT. BW MILLER, MO 65707

9 MAJOR LEAGUE UMPIRES ON 1-800-999-8369
STAFF FULL TIME www.mickeyowen.com
sfgomwmsm SMommoanlamu-w

& Sesslons - Play 15-20 games on lighted professional
groomed fields. 4 lighted batting cages. m-umvou!
skiils with veteran Instructors and games each night.
'WINTER + Florida and Arizona ¢ December
Ages 13-20 Dec. 18-93 and 26-31
Ages 8-1% Dec. 26-31
Coach'/Players Clinic ¢+ Branson, MO « February

umpil

CALL 904-672-4879 or WRIIE
National Lg. Umpire

National Leogue gn’y Wu-dgbl-dl

Hary W B e A e

IT'S NOT JUST A GAME - IT’S LIFE

© YEAR ROUND SESSIONS
® BONANZA SHOWCASES
o ACADEMY ¢ FATHER/SON ScHOOLS

BALL
SCHOOL

e 1% 3353 ((FREE BROCHURE CALL 941439-1000)

K'Dlllll

| [ INSTRUCTIONALVIDEOS | :

[ LearnTo Hit Like A Pro
FREE HITTING

Free Librar,
Free Software

TTING

ACADEM}’ : REPORT
(148 : 1-800-555-2610
u:;w hl;t-lnacademy com www.hitting.com

[ HITTING AIDS INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS l

Nedco Sports Product’s

Bataction”

“Self-Trainer”
Hitting Machine
Improves Batting Skills!

“Think of it as a backyard basketball
goal for the baseball player!”

OO ooo'aoo
GBASEBALL CAMP IN FLORIDA &
Now Accepting Applications for Spring & Summer Sessions
6 Professional Inslrucllon1 FOR FREE BROCHURE: 6
Individual Attention “pPLAYBALL”

6 All \g l Pro Tryouts 6

Available Any Week
6 Major League Stadium and BASEBALL ACADEMY 6
Playing Facilities P.O. BOX 4898

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33338
Tel. 954-776-6217

Now Available - Camp Hi Lite Video
Fax 954-772-4510

() Cost $15 - Refunded upon Enroliment

= — — N N

S38))

.'3¢00000..000'3

BASEBALL CAMP
FOR BOYS 8 THRU 18

Two Wee_kg ;rr:‘ljecg;vrs_ Training. li ART J
Write: TOM BELCHER
Beseall Camp, B 38, D s | |GOODSPORTSART.COM
wwwchandleﬂmebalicampm BASEBALL - ART - HISTORY!
For the best limited-edition prints,
posters and calendars call Bill Goff
Inc/Good Sports business hours at
800-321-4633 or write to BGI at
r MEMORABILIA —‘ PO Box 977, Keat, CT 06757

www.hit2Zwin.com

256-891-4391
Satisfaction Guaranteed!

MADE IN THEUSA #  Patd. & Patents Pending

[TPITCHING MACHINES |

INCLUDES:
THE NEW

DOZEN JUGS

z DE?R&B Baseballs

(when ng the com ne actice package
geta Jocond doren JUGS priactice S for Frke)

“Imagine Your Son Pitching
5-7 mph Harder With Control”

Dick Mills, a former Red Sox pitcher
is showing thousands of parents and
coaches a simple yet powerful way
to teach the pitching delivery. He
calls his new method the Rotational
Powered Delivery ni 1t shows
pitchers of all ages how to use the
natural rotational forces of the hips
and trunk so that the pitcher’s arm
develops more speed but with far less
stress. Ideal for practicing in the

says that when pitchers leamn to use
their lower bodies they can many
times add an extra 3-10 mph to their
fastballs. And besides more power
their improved mechanics means
better control and more confidence.

Call For Free Report Today
To find out more about how to use
the offseason to reach the next level

offseson it is helping parents to j“Sls::geM hrs for a free recorded
finally figure out what is holding )

their sons back so they can be ata 1'800',550_'6099

higher level by next Spring. Mills www.pitching.com

PITCHING MACHINES

—

.|

There’s Nothing Like I¢!

Now you can have your own Personal Pltcher‘"‘
Proven effective for players of all ages.
Features:
Auto Ball-Feed, 48 ball capacity
Rechargeable Battery/AC Powered
Portable, Weighs Only 3 Ibs.
Uses Standard Practice Golf Balls
Safe Indoors or Out
“Guaranteed to improve hand-eye coordination,
increase bat speed, and develop confidence...
or your money back!”
Bob Richard, President, SPC

Sports Products Consultants

7950 Silverton Ave., #107

San Diego, CA 92126

Ph: 858/693-8611 * Fax: 858/693-1636

hitp://www.personalpitcher.com

“®o
£69 (858) iMON IIBD ==

1198

yo orozr, In the USA and Canada
Call toll free: 1-800-547-6843.

STADIUM SEATS

Historic Wrigley Field stadium box seats.
The original biue-green floor mounted
seats. Place your order now! 773-404-
7975. Major credit cards accepted. Please
visit our web site at www.stadiumseats.com
Check us out at the CUBS convention!

[ AUDIO

www.cooperstownmusic.com or call
HOLLEY MUSIC at B00-526-9441, for
baseball's best music & games on CD &
cassette, in COOPERSTOWN, NY.

1

[ SPORTS CARDS | [ AUTOGRAPHS

selling B&.J COLLECTIBLES
Full time dealers in Pre-1980 ONLY baschall cards special-
tring in 50's & 60's complew scts & o singles. Dealing in all AUT‘HEN“'IC SPOR’I’S MEMORAB“JA
conditions from poor 10 high grade. Very large selection of

all Mickey Mantle cards. Large selection of rookie and high
demand cands
Au-_mhn&Jmeuun_um_ Collection,
PMMJJ:LA:L

CALL NOW for our full color Catalog and
1o find out how to get your FREE gift!

collect online @ www.b-j.com
1-800-388-0912

RTSCARDS
POX 707U - PLUMSTEADVILLE, PA 16949
PHONE (215) 766-9700 FAX (215) 766-9800
ALL MAJOR JC  www.707s com

BATTING CAGES

* Batting Cages & Frames * Protective Screens
* Pitching Machines % Complete Intallation Available
For Any Backyard or Commercial Field % UPS SHIPPING AVAILABLE

Boys Baseball &%
Girls Softball =z

1%x888xRBCxCAGE
www.groupz.net/RBCCAGE

Orders, call collect; 503-692-1435.
Our FAX number Is: 503-691-1100.
Visit our website at: Rttp://wwiw.thejugscompany.com

The JUGS Companyn

11585 5., Herman Rd, + Tualatin, Oregon 97062

CATALOGS

—

FREE CATALOG

Lovisville * Rowlings » Easton » 55K
DeMiarini » Diamond * Mizuno » All Stor ® Wilson
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES
VSAME DAY SHIPPING
vALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS
++++ BASEBALL PLUS ++++
(Ph) 516-378-6570 » (Fax) 516-378-6596

p GLOVES

|

GUERRERO

BASEBALL GLOVES

For a free brochure =||l

(800) 826-1464

16 PRO MODELS * PREMIUM LEATHER
E-Z BREAK IN*SAME DAY SHIPPING

5859 W.

- Saginaw Hwy #26!
_ Lansing, Michigan 48917

SOFT TOSS TRAINER

QUIC S SOLID S i
RANDS ]59 sTEEL " ..7,'..;.1‘.15.“
by Art Brophy I‘ \"mm“d Drils) % ?JT: Bosebels "d’
Unlike T-Ball “ iy Oubdoers
or hall hanging agosunie Battery or Electric
on a rope mf,: Mets, Orloles Height 5 Year chgnly
(no motion) Rangers & Dodgers 800-274-0803 =
o Portable 954-776-5739 EBE
Hit A Ball In FligM CHECK US OUT AT WWW.QUICHANDS.COM

BE A BETTER HITTER EITHLLY)

AN ALL-AROUND PLAYER WITH (2 VIDEO!
THE SWINGAWAY" [

@ Build confidence ond improve skills.

4 The SwingAway Is three units in one:
praclce hitting, throwing and fielding — you
no longer need muliple pieces of equipment!

# Infinitely adjustable! The ball odjusts
anywhere in or near the strike zone.

@ The ball automatically resets within
3 seconds — no more chasing balls!

& Use indoors or out —oll year round.

+ Folds in seconds to fit in mony cars.

800/999-1968

WWW, SWII'\gOWﬂy com
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| |__COMPUTER GAMES | [ HEALTH/FITNESS

wny does EIGHT-TIME National League batting champion
Tony Gwynn train with Solo Hitter? Because ...

SOI.OH"T 2" IS THE BEST! GUARANTEED!

#The #1 batting ¢ Never chase
system in the another ball
world today. when hitting.

4 Ball height is # Develops bat
adjustable to speed power
all levels of and consistency.
the strike
20n8. 4 Improve your

hitting skills

@ All ages. indoors or out.

1-800-466-0123

Call our TOLL-FREE number for a FREE BROCHURE!
# visit our website www.solohitter.com ¢

FANTASY SPORTS

FANTASY LEAGUES

IT'S A WHOLE NEW BALLGAME!

Diamond Mind Baseball version 7, the firs! statistically-accurate

Penile  Enlargement. FDA  approved
vacuum  pumps/surgical, Gain  1-3%

pitch-by-pilch computer baseball game, is the itimale test of your ‘the premier baseball Drochus=pIs - Kaplan 312-458 9608
skil as a baseball manager. Play games pitch-by-pitch or batter-by- | Simulalor on the market*
batter or quickly autoplay enlire seasons. Customizable computer Computer Gamérg Workd Pun“cn‘"n"s
manager. Use real-life rosters or creale your own league, Simple "the finest computer e
user interface. Loads of reports. Statistics from STATS, Inc. simulation available"
PG Sportsgames

Permanent, Safe. Resolve impotence, Free

We've been providing innovative baseball games and season disks
for over 12 years, and we back our products with a 30-day money-
back guarantee and toll-frea technical support.

v/ 1999 Season Disk NOW SHIPPING!

Diamond Mind Baseball is the leader in strateqy, realism, accuracy and flexibility.
To place an order, of to request free information, call us at 1-800-400-4803, visit
d-mind.com, or send email to DiamondMnd @aol.com.

| TEAM PUBLICATIONS |

“the best major league .
simuiation ouf there"
Toronto Star

ORIOLES FANS

OUTSIDE PITCH, the news magazine for
Orioles fans, gives you in-depth coverage

Diamond Mind of the Baltimore Orioles. Each issue

PUBLICATIONS

features player profiles, minor league
coverage, objective analysis & more.
O One year $19.97/ 2 Years $34.97 &=
1-800-34-BIRDS fo subscribe

-

CATALOGS

|

FANTASY SPORTS

www.baseballdirect.com

[ FANTASY LEAGUES

|

LOOKING FOR A NEW OWNER. AL only.
12-team league, Ultra Rules, Draft Day
4/02/00, Chicago area. For details, Call
Leroy at: 515-386-4944.

Baseball Videos, Books and More

Baseball.  Free Catalog: 1-888-2-HITTER
@@T 888-244-8837

All Fantasy Games are Not the Same!

At Scoresheet, we do not just add up stats! ’ r‘

Instead, each week of the 2000 major league
season, your team will play complete simulated
games, using your player's actual major league
stats from that week. All done on our computer!
You make all the decisions: Platoon, Bunt,
Steal, Pinch Hit, Relieve. Complete scoresheets
show each of your games at-bat by at-bat.

Z2 Draft & Trade major league players.

SCORESHEET
SPORTS

PO Box 157
El Cerrito, CA 94530
(510) 526-3954

| & 14th Year! 23 162 game schedule, [Saf@scoreshecteom
r 72 Join alone or with a group. Mpo o

Burlington, Ont

Contact Scoresheet Baseball, or

Visit our website at www.scoresheet.com, or | _ (003)639-353

scocan @netaccess.on.ca

FANTASY SPORTS

L

DRAFT SOFTWARE ,

For a FREE brochure, call 1-800-382-2385
i
E

DRAFT SOFTWARE |

Get the Edge on Your League

FantasyEdge:zoo

The Ultimate Fantasy Draft Preparation Software

Windows 95, 98, NT & Macintosh
e - Dollar values computed specifically for your league.
N 95
niy> 34
. Aution or Draft

« Easy to use. Don't waste valuable time on dollar |
value calculation; spend your time on other research. ‘
+ Free updated projections through draft day.

@ + Users get free access to our comprehensive web site. |
- see how it works at: ‘
783315 _ www.fantasyedge.com|
| STAT SERVICES |

- ((The Center )

12 years of personalized customer service
Low price Web delivered reports

Reports delivered by FAX, mail, E-mail, or Web page
Several scoring methods and report formats available
Cun.mmoﬂl roporl accuracy an(l delivery times

g E-mail:
Infomhostatconter com

.Ihosutc.ntor.colyr

Phone:

L 1-800-760-5118

Benson's Forecasts & Draft Software

Available for Windows® 3.1 / Windows '95® /'98®

ge‘ A Any roster size, any dollar amounts, select AL/NL, mixed or any group A \’oo
& N of teams, choose from over 30 stat categories for accurate values. ° (/]
A System Requirements: Requires 486 PC compatible. Only $49.00. %‘.

BEFORE THE DRAFT

» Use and adjust John
Benson's 2000 Forecasts
« View and Compare 1999,
second half, and 3 yr. avg.
stats vs. 2000 forecasts

* Major League rosters and
depth charts

+ Customize program to suit
your league! Your rosters!
Your values!

DURING THE DRAFT

One keystroke operation! Fast!!
See instantly, at every moment:
= - rosters for every team

« players taken and remaining

« inflation + money spent and left
« projected league standings

T 0 I T W T
w1 T s iwal
Send a check or money order to:

Diamond Library, 15 Cannon Road, Wilton, CT 06897.
Mastercard/Visa orders call 1-800-707-9090 or 1-203-834-1231.

FREE DEMO AT www.johnbenson.com

STAT SERVICES ]

Rotisserie League Baseball ® Assoc

LOOKING FOR A
ROTISSERIE STAT SERVICE?

&5 Choose a Service, not just a web site!

* USA STATS provides
outstanding customer
service to you and your league.
We've been setting the standard
for personal service since 1988.

* Stats are updated every
morning on your league's very
own Web page. Sample reports
are available on our site.

* Easy, no-hassle transaction
reporting. No player ID numbers
or codes,

* Customized services and
features are available to fit your
league’s special needs.

* Daily or weekly transactions,
your choice of categories, any

roster size, salaries, contracts,
and more.

* Weekly reports by mail and fax.

5
Ambrosit 3
Greg rantasy 5091

* Qur “self-service” option lets each
team manage its own roster
directly on the Web. It’s fast,
easy and saves money!

ficial Stat Serwce of the



... Can you handle this much baseball?
92 weeks only $39.95

1-800-USA-1415

Biizhall Wesldy

Subscribe Now For Only 77¢ An Issue!

Name
— Call Toll-Free
City State Zip. : 1'800' USA"1415
Day Phone ( ) Eve. Phone ( . Ask For Keycade 203
Check Term: (O lyear (52 issues) for $39.95 12 years (104 issues) for $69.90 hﬂﬂiﬂ\“"\"-“ﬂmﬂav.Wmﬂ“dbﬂkﬁl"!hhw.mm *Local sales tax, when applicable, 2
Payment Method: BEST. VISA, Mastercard and American Express accepted will bg .added to y"f.'gf ?‘l_’de{- =
{1 Check enclosed (payable 10 Baseball Weetiy*) [ Bill me O New Subscriber DEAL] gg h:gggxﬁ:&;ng[t]gtlxéry ;téi ]rll:'%il v

0 Dot i @LISA TODAY only. Offer void outside . For -8
Chargemy — QVSA - OMC QAMEX  QCurment Subscriber (s e powens mea” WGEk * forsign rates, call 301-622.7415. |
Credit Card # Exp. Date Savings based on newsstand rates. o

i ) THE GAME. THE WHOLE GAME. AND NOTHING BUT THE GAME. Offer expires 12/31/99. &

Signature (if paying by credit card) 1

Mail orders to USA TODAY Baseball Weekly, P.O. Box 4500, Silver Spring, MD 20914

PADFE
* newsstand price $65/yr. AA AC




